
    
 

“God sent forth His Son…so that we might receive adoption.” 
– Galatians 4:4-5  
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  
Life Sunday 

January 21, 2018 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN        “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”        LSB #791 (v.1-4) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

 In the name of God the Father who created us;  

  Who made us in the image of God. 
 

In the name of God the Son who redeemed us; 

  Who restored us to the image of God. 
 

 In the name of the Holy Spirit who calls us; 

  Who sanctifies us in the image of God. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Amen. 
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RESPONSE        “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”          LSB #791 (v. 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING               Galatians 4:3-7 
 

(Adopted as His Children) 
3In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the 

elementary principles of the world. 4But when the fullness of time had come, God 

sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who 

were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you 

are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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CHOIR ANTHEM (10:30) 

“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” 

How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure  

That He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss. The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory. 

How high, how wide, how deep the Father’s love for us. 

Behold the man upon the cross, my sin upon His shoulders. 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life. I know that it is finished. 

How pure, how strong, how deep the Father’s love for us. 

I will not boast in anything:  no gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom.  

But I will boast in Jesus Christ:  His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer.  

But this I know will all my heart: His wounds have paid my ransom. 

How high, how wide. how pure, how strong. 

How deep the Father’s love for us. 

 

SECOND READING              Ephesians 1:3-6 
 

(In Love He Predestined Us to be Adopted) 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in 

him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 

before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, 

according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with 

which he has blessed us in the Beloved.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA VERSE              “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”               LSB #816 
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HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 1:18-25 
 

(Joseph Called by God the Father to Adopt Baby Jesus) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

 Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with 

child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 

unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he 

considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 

that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and 

you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this 

took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 

of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had 

given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CATECHISM             The Lord’s Prayer:  The Introduction 
 

Our Father who art in heaven. 
 

What does this mean? 
 

With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is 

our true Father and that we are His true children, so that with 

all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children 

ask their dear father. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                “Children of the Heavenly Father”         LSB #725 
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SERMON                                 “Abba, Father” 

Galatians 4:5 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

VOLUNTARY 
 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY                       “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”                LSB #806 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord, in your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER              

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Amen.  

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”   LSB #802   

 “You Are My Own” (10:30)     Choir 

“Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”   LSB #819 

 “Beautiful Savior”      LSB #537   

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
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BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN        “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”       LSB #922 (v. 1-4) 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace, Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 


