
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

First Sunday after Christmas 
  

December 31, 2017 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN                          “Joy to the World”                                 LSB #387 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

 O almighty God, merciful Father, 

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 

Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY                                  Psalm 111 

Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,  

in the company of the upright, in the congregation.  
 

Great are the works of the Lord, 

studied by all who delight in them. 
 

Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 

and his righteousness endures forever. 
 

He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 

the Lord is gracious and merciful. 
 

He has sent redemption to his people; 

he has commanded his covenant forever.  

 

GLORIA PATRI 

 

 
 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 

incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. 

Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                             Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 

(The Nations Shall See the Lord’s Righteousness) 
 

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has 

clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of 

righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 

headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings 

forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the 

Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. 
1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning 

torch. 2The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and 

you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. 3You shall 
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be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of 

your God. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
 

EPISTLE                               Galatians 4:4-7 
 

(God Sent Forth His Son to Redeem Us)  
 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 

born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 

his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but 

a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE   

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL          Luke 2:22-35 

(Jesus Is Presented to the Lord at the Temple) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
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22 When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  
23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb 

shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is 

said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now 

there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 

righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit 

into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 

according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed 

God and said, 
29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 

appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 
35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from 

many hearts may be revealed.” 
  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.         
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NICINE CREED           

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible.  
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 

of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also 

for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 

day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 

again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end.  
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY      “In His Temple Now Behold Him”              LSB #519 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

SERMON “Simeon Says:  Listen to Yourself or Listen to God? Listen to God!” 

Luke 2:22-35 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 

OFFERING     (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs.  
 

For the blessing of God’s kingdom, that people of all nations may come to 

the Savior who came into this world for us, let us pray to the Lord.   

Lord have mercy.  
 

For the Christian Church, both here at [name of local congregation] and 

throughout the world, that we may rejoice in the Son of God and marvel at 

the mystery of His incarnation, let us pray to the Lord.   

Lord have mercy. 
 

For all pastors, teachers, missionaries, and servants of the Church, that 

wherever they go and whomever they reach, Your love may be seen and 

known, let us pray to the Lord.   

Lord have mercy. 
 

For the community in which we live and for all of those who use their 

vocations to bless others, that we may do all things for the glory of God 

and for the good of mankind, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord have mercy. 
 

For all public servants, including our governmental leaders and the 

members of the Armed Forces, that they would embrace Jesus Christ and 

be filled with His wisdom, guidance, and peace, let us pray to the Lord.   

Lord have mercy.  
 

For all who suffer in heart, mind, and body, [especially . . .], that they may 

be touched by the healing hand of our Great Physician, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord have mercy. 
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For these and all other concerns we have that, coming before the throne 

of grace, we find mercy to help us in our time of need, let us pray to the 

Lord,   

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. Amen.  

 

PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

 

PROPER PREFACE 

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh 

You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the 

person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not 

seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying:  
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER             (inside back LSB cover) 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

 “Angels from the Realms of Glory”  LSB #367 

 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   LSB #361 

 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”   LSB #380 
  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 

Gracious God of endings and beginnings, we commit to your grace and 

forgiveness the year now completed and commend to your kindness and love 

the year now beginning. Throughout the coming weeks and months make the 

presence of your Holy Spirit known in our lives, drawing us ever close to 

Jesus, our Lord and our Redeemer, in whose wondrous name we make all 

beginnings. 

Amen.  
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BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN           “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”                  LSB #733 

 

 

 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  


