
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

Second Sunday in Advent 
  

December 10, 2017 

8:00 a.m. 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN            “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”                 LSB #344 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

OPENING VERSICLES 

This is the day which the Lord has made; 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

From the rising of the sun to its setting. 

The name of the Lord is to be praised.  
 

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 

  Our God shall come; he does not keep silence. 
 

 Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Make His paths straight. 
 

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness.  

Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth.  

Glory be to the father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Pastor: During the first two weeks of Advent we light the first two candles. 

The Second Candle is known as the “Bethlehem Candle,” reminding 

us of Mary and Joseph’s faithful journey to Bethlehem to fulfill 

God’s promise to bring the coming Christ child into the world. As 

we await Christ’s return in glory, this candle serves as a reminder 

that one day our faith will be made into sight and that we shall see 

Christ face to face. 

 

(Advent Wreath is lit) 

 

RESPONSE                          “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                   LSB #357 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.catholiccompany.com/advent-c1504/
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                  Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

(Comfort for God’s People) 
1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 

cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has 

received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 3A voice cries: “In the 

wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for 

our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 

low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5And 

the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the 

mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 6A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 7The grass 

withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the 

people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God 

will stand forever. 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; 

lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear 

not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10Behold, the Lord GOD comes 

with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his 

recompense before him. 11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the 

lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are 

with young. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE                                 2 Peter 3:8-14 

(The Day of the Lord Will Come)  
8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 

thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill 

his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that 

any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord 

will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 

heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works 

that are done on it will be exposed. 
11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to 

be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of 

the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, 

and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13But according to his promise we 

are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by 

him without spot or blemish, and at peace.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

RESPONSORY 

Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch. 

This is the name by which He will be called: 

The Lord Is Our Righteousness 

He shall reign as king and deal wisely, And shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 

This is the name by which He will be called: 

The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

This is the name by which He will be called: 

The Lord Is Our Righteousness.  
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HOLY GOSPEL          Mark 1:1-8 
 

(John the Baptist Prepares the Way) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
2As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

who will prepare your way, 
3the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight,’” 

4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all 

Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a 

leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, 

saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I 

am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CATECHISM 

The Second Article 

Redemption 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

What does this mean? 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father 

from eternity,  and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is 

my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 

purchased and won me from all sins, from death,  and from the 

power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy,  

precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death.  

  

That I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and 

serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, ust as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to 

all eternity.  

  

This is most certainly true.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY           “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”              LSB #347 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                  “Are You Comfortable?” 

Isaiah 40:1-10 

Vicar Kyle Will 
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VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

The congregation responds, “Lord, have mercy.” to each petition until the final: 

 

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have graciously kept me this night from all harm and 

danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and 

every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into your 

hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Amen.   
 

BLESSING 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve you.  

Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN                    “Prepare the Royal Highway”                  LSB #343 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 


