
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Thanksgiving Eve 

November 22, 2017 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN                “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”                 LSB #892 
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INVOCATION  

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES          based on Deuteronomy 6:4-5, 12-13 

Hear, O Israel: 
 

The LORD is our God, 

The LORD is one.  
 

You shall love the LORD your God, 

We shall love the LORD with all our heart.  
 

You shall love the  LORD your God, 

We shall love the LORD with all our soul. 
 

You shall love the LORD your God, 

We shall love the LORD with all our might.  
 

Then take care lest you forget the LORD,  

Who brought us out of the land of Egypt,  

Out of the house of slavery. 
 

It is the Lord your God you shall fear, 

It is Him we shall serve 

and by His name we shall swear.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Which is the great commandment in the Law?  

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, soul, and 

might.  
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And a second is like it: 

You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

 

We have failed to keep these commandments, upon which the whole Law 

and the Prophets depend. We have not loved the Lord with our whole 

heart, soul, and might. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Let 

us then confess our sins to God, our Father: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have failed to love You 

alone with our entire being. We confess that we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We have forgotten that You  alone 

are our God and that we should live as Your people. We have 

forgotten the great commandments which You have given us. 

We have forgotten the grace that You have won for us, through 

Your dear Son Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you, 

and also with you.  
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Let us pray, 

Almighty Father, who first delivered Your people Israel from bondage and 

slavery in Egypt and delivered them to great and good cities that they did 

not build, with vineyards and olive trees that they did not plant, may you 

graciously grant us Your Spirit that we may always remember and never 

forget Your Son Jesus Christ, who delivered us from sin, death, and the 

devil on the cross and has won for us a salvation that we did not earn but 

receive as a gift. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

  Amen.   
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                       Deuteronomy 6:4-13 

(The Greatest Commandment) 
4“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5You shall love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6And these 

words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 

when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8You shall 

bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your 

eyes. 9You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
10“And when the LORD your God brings you into the land that he swore to your 

fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you—with great and good 

cities that you did not build, 11and houses full of all good things that you did not 

fill, and cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees that you did 

not plant—and when you eat and are full, 12then take care lest you forget the 

LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 13It 

is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name you shall 

swear.  

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE READING                                                                       Philippians 4:6-20 

(I Can Do All Things through Christ) 
6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What 

you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, 

and the God of peace will be with you. 
10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern 

for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not 

that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am 

to be content. 12I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In 

any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and 

hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all things through him who strengthens 

me. 
14Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15And you Philippians yourselves 

know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church 

entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16Even 

in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17Not that I seek 

the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 18I have received full 

payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the 

gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 
19And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 

Christ Jesus. 20To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL                   Psalm 145:15–16; 118:1 

The eyes of all look to You, 

and You give them their food in due season. 
 

You open Your hand, 

and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; 

His steadfast love endures forever. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                           Matthew 22:34-40 

(The Great Commandment) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty-second chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

34 When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they 

gathered together.  35And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test 

him. 36“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37And he said to 

him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind. 38This is the great and first commandment. 39And a 

second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40On these two 

commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                       (inside back LSB cover) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY           “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”               LSB #803 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON                                 “Remember the Lord” 

Deuteronomy 6:4-13 

Vicar Kyle Will 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER              

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

PAX DOMINI 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Amen. 

 

Please be seated for the Distribution. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 “Praise and Thanksgiving”   LSB #789 

 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  LSB #790 

 “For the Fruits of His Creation”  LSB #894 
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POST COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  

O Lord, all things are Yours, and yet Your goodness provides for us more 

than we deserve or dare ask. Equip our hearts with Your Spirit, that we may 

learn gratitude and offer You the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving for all 

that You have provided, most of all for the treasure of salvation that is 

ours through the merits of Christ, our Savior, whom with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, You are one God, now and forever.  

  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

Without anxiety or fear, but in all things, by prayer and supplication, offer 

Your requests to God.  

And may the peace of God which surpasses all our 

understanding, guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

 

The blessing of almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—remain with 

you now and forever.  

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                  “Now Thank We All Our God”                      LSB #895 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God.  


