
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
  

November 19, 2017 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN                          “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                LSB #507 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY                              Psalm 90:1-6 

 Lord you have been our dwelling place, 

  in all generations. 

 Before the mountains were brought forth 

 or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

 from everlasting to everlasting you are God.  

You return man to dust,  

 and say, “Return, O children of man!” 

For a thousand years in your sight are 

but as yesterday when it is past,  

 or as a watch in the night. 

You sweep them away as with a flood, 

 They are like a dream, like grass that 

 is renewed each morning.  

 In the morning it flourishes and is renewed, 

  In the evening it fades and withers. 

  

GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 
 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and 

precious promises to those who trust in You. Dispel from us the works of 

darkness and grant us to live in the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen.  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                            Zephaniah 1:7-16 
 

(The Day of the Lord is Near) 
 

7Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; the LORD has 

prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests.8And on the day of the LORD’s 

sacrifice—“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons and all who array 

themselves in foreign attire. 9On that day I will punish everyone who leaps over 

the threshold, and those who fill their master’s house with violence and fraud. 
10“On that day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a wail 

from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills.11Wail, O inhabitants of the 

Mortar! For all the traders are no more; all who weigh out silver are cut off. 12At 

that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the men who are 

complacent, those who say in their hearts, ‘The LORD will not do good, nor will he 

do ill.’ 13Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they 

build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall 

not drink wine from them.” 14The great day of the LORD is near, near and 

hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries 

aloud there. 15A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of 

ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick 

darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and 

against the lofty battlements. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE                   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 

(The Day of the Lord)  
 

1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have 

anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the 

Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, “There is peace 

and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come 

upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are not in darkness, 

brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you are all children of light, 

children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6So then let us not 

sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7For those who sleep, 

sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong 

to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and 

for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to 

obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether 

we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one 

another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE   

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL           Matthew 25:14-30 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
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(The Parable of the Talents) 

 
14“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted to them his property. 15To one he gave five talents, to another two, to 

another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16He who had 

received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five 

talents more. 17So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 
18But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid 

his master’s money. 19Now after a long time the master of those servants came 

and settled accounts with them. 20And he who had received the five talents 

came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me 

five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well 

done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set 

you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the 

two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here 

I have made two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. 

Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24He also who had received the one talent 

came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you 

did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I 

went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his 

master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap 

where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you 

ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should 

have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and 

give it to him who has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be 

given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what 

he has will be taken away. 30And cast the worthless servant into the outer 

darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
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 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 

APOSTLES’ CREED             (inside back LSB cover) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         “Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten”             LSB #914 
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SERMON              “Are You a Morning Person?” 

I Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Vicar Kyle Will 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING     (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER             (inside back LSB cover) 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Please be seated for the distribution.) 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” LSB #637 

 “Take My Life and Let It Be”   LSB #784 

 “What Is This Bread”     LSB #629   

 “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”  LSB #633 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

SEWING MISSION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

+++   “Quilts for the Cots” Project   +++ 

 

BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  
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SENDING HYMN              “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”                  LSB #660 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 


