
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY   

November 5, 2017 

 

PRELUDE                                             

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN    “For All the Saints”            LSB #677 (v. 1-3) 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Amen. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED  

In joyful expectation of the resurrection to life eternal, we remember 

before the Lord our departed brothers and sisters in Christ, who have gone 

before us in faith: 

Gertie Hengel 

Jack Ridinger 

Judy Brosch 

 

We also recall family and friends who are in our hearts and minds this 

day… 

(moment of silence in gratitude to our Savior) 

 

 Almighty God, Father of mercies and giver of all comfort, deal graciously  

 with all those who mourn that, casting every care on You, they may know 

 the consolation of Your love, through Jesus Christ Your Son, our Lord.  

  Amen.  

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE      “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”        LSB #699  

           (to the tune of Kingsfold) 

 Blessed are those who mourn 

  For they shall be comforted. 

 

1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “Come unto Me and rest; 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 

    Thy head upon My breast.” 

I came to Jesus as I was, 

    So weary, worn, and sad;  

I found in Him a resting place, 

    And He has made me glad. 
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Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness 

  For they shall be satisfied. 
 

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “Behold, I freely give 

The living water; thirsty one, 

    Stoop down and drink and live.” 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 

    Of that life-giving stream; 

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 

    And now I live in Him. 
 

 Blessed are the pure in heart 

  For they shall see God. 
 

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “I am this dark world’s light. 

Look unto Me; thy morn shall rise 

    And all thy day be bright.” 

I looked to Jesus, and I found 

    In Him my star, my sun; 

And in that light of life I’ll walk 

    Till trav’ling days are done. 
 

 Blessed are the poor in spirit. 

  For theirs is the kingdom of God. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY        

 The Lord be with you. 

   
  

Almighty God, we remember with thanksgiving those who loved and 

served You in Your church on earth and now rest from their labors. Keep 

us in fellowship with all the saints, and bring us at last to the joy of Your 

heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns  with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

   
 

FIRST READING                             Revelation 7:13-17   

(Great Multitude of Saints in Heaven) 
 

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white 

robes, and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he 

said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have 

washed their robe and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15“Therefore 

they are before the throne of God,and serve him day and night in his temple; and 

he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16They shall hunger 

no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching 

heat. 17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will 

guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from 

their eyes.” 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30) 

 

“My Jesus, I Love Thee” 

 

My Jesus, I love Thee; I know Thou art mine. 

For Thee all the follies of sin I resign. 

My gracious Redeemer, my Savior, art Thou.  

If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now. 

 

I love Thee because Thou hast first loved me  

and purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree. 

I love Thee for wearing the thorns on Thy brow,  

If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now. 

 

I’ll love Thee in life; I will love Thee in death 

And praise Thee as long as Thour lendest me breath, 

And say when the death-dew lies cold on my brow,  

“If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now.” 

 

In mansions of glory and endless delight,  

I’ll ever adore Thee in heaven so bright. 

I’ll sing with the glittering crown on my brow, 

“If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now,” 

My Jesus, ‘tis now. 
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EPISTLE                        Hebrews 12:1-3 

(Saints in Heaven Bear Witness to the Power of Faith and to God’s Faithfulness) 
 

1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 

lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
3Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that 

you may not grow weary or fainthearted.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE 
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HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 5:1-11 
 

(The Beatitudes) 
 

           The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
  

   
 
1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed 

are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for 

they shall inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they 

shall receive mercy. 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10“Blessed 

are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  

  

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED        

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY       “Church of God, Elect and Glorious”      LSB #646 (v. 1-4) 
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SERMON                                  “Forgotten Identity” 

Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

Revelation 7:13-14 

 

At 5 a.m. on August 31, 2004, staff at the Burger King in Richmond Hill, Georgia, prepared for 

the day ahead. Ovens were turned on, the floor was mopped and a female employee carried a 

bag of refuse from the restaurant, through the empty car parking lot, towards the small 

outbuilding that housed the restaurant's bins. She opened the gate and screamed. Behind the 

bins, lay the body of a man severely sunburned, bitten by fire ants, and half naked. He had no 

wallet. No identification.  
 

He wasn't dead. He was unconscious and would eventually come round in an Atlanta hospital. 

When he did come around, he couldn't remember how he'd ended up lying beside the bins, but 

that was the least of his problems. The man was diagnosed with retrograde amnesia. It's easier 

to record what he did remember versus what he forgot. 
  

He believed his date of birth was August 29, 1948. But he wasn’t certain. He thought he might 

have been called Benjamin and had a few blurred, fragmented memories from a life in Denver 

and Indianapolis. That was it! Of the 56 years he said he'd lived, he had enough memories to 

only fill a day. 
 

Unidentified and uninsured, he was an administrative nightmare for the hospitals and eventual 

homeless shelters he was sent to. They kept asking him the same question: "What's your 

name?" Finally he made one up. “BK.” Borrowing the initials of the Burger King where he was 

discovered, coupled with his gut instinct that he might be named Benjamin – he decided to 

identify himself as Benjamin Kyle.  
 

The only American citizen officially listed as missing despite his whereabouts being known. The 

irony of the story?  People knew of his whereabouts while simultaneously seeking out his 

identity. Local police, the FBI, a sitting U.S. senator, DNA experts and private investigators tried 

to “find” the man. 
 

"What can you say?" Kyle says. "It is a horrible ordeal.  The toughest part? Not the amnesia. The 

toughest part is that I thought someone would recognize me. Someone would claim me?” 
 

(In 2015 he finally discovered his true identity) 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/state-of-georgia


12 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord, in your mercy.         

  Hear our prayer.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER             (inside back LSB cover) 

 

SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

“I Sing a Song of the Saints of God”                
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“Though All Our Life Is like a Scroll” 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

“Behold, a Host, Arrayed in White” LSB #676  

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” LSB #680 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER    

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN (8:00)       “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”                LSB #680 

 

CLOSING HYMN (10:30)    “When the Saints Go Marching In”   American Spiritual  

  

Choir: 

I am just a weary pilgrim, Plodding thru this land of sin; 

 Getting ready for that city, When the saints go marching in. 
 

  Congregation joins in singing the Refrain: 

Oh, when the saints go marching in,  

When the saints go marching in,  

Oh, I want to be in that number, 

when the saints go marching in. 
  

Choir: 

So I pray each day to heaven, For the strength to help me win; 

Want to be in that procession, When the saints go marching in. 
 

Refrain 
  

Choir: 

Come and join me in my journey, ‘Cause it’s time that we begin; 

And we’ll be there for that judgment, When the saints go marching in. 
 

Refrain 
 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE      

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Many thanks to our musicians today for sharing their talents: 

Jack Bauman (banjo) and Sam and Joe Ardovino (trumpet) 


