
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Reformation Sunday 

October 29, 2017 
 

PRELUDE 
 

OPENING HYMN          “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ”           LSB #657 (v. 1-4) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renews us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.  

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY                Psalm 46 
 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress.  

God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 

Though its waters roar and foam, 

though the mountains tremble at its swelling.  

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

God will help her when morning dawns. 

The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 

He utters His voice, the earth melts. 

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

He burns the chariots with fire. 
 

“Be still, and know that I am God. 

I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth!” 

  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress.  
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RESPONSE                             “Holy God, We Praise”         LSB #940 (v. 1,3) 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we pray that You would continue to pour out 

Your Holy Spirit upon Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace 

and truth. Protect us from all temptations to stray from Your Word. 

Comfort us in all guilt and shame. Give us Your saving peace and unity in 

the church here on earth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.  
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FIRST READING                               James 2:14-19,26 
 

(Faith Without Works Is Dead) 
 

14What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have 

works? Can that faith save him? 15If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 

lacking in daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed 

and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is 

that? 17So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
18But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith 

apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19You believe 

that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!  
26For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is 

dead. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30) 

“Ever Faithful, Ever Sure” 

Praise, O praise our God and King; hymns of adoration sing; 

for His mercies still endure ever faithful, ever sure. 

Praise Him that He made the sun day by day His course to run; 

for His mercies still endure ever faithful, ever sure. 

And the silver moon by night, shining with her gentle light; 

for His mercies still endure ever faithful, ever sure. 

Praise Him that He gave the rain to bring forth the golden grain; 

for His mercies still endure ever faithful, ever sure. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Glory to our Bounteous King; glory let creation sing; 

for His mercies still endure ever faithful, ever faithful, ever sure. 
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SECOND READING             Ephesians 2:4-10 
 

(By Grace Saved Through Faith in Christ, Not By Works) 
 

4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—

by grace you have been saved— 6and raised us up with him and seated us with 

him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he might 

show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 

it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are 

his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         “Salvation unto Us Has Come”      LSB #555 (v. 1,9) 
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9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, 

    With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; 

Works serve our neighbor and supply 

    The proof that faith is living. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL       Matthew 7:16-20 
 

(A Tree and Its Fruit) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventh chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
16You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, 

or figs from thistles? 17So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased 

tree bears bad fruit. 18A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased 

tree bear good fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire. 20Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

BIBLE PRESENTATION TO THIRD GRADERS (10:30) 
 

Liam Hammel 

Ella Morgan 

Gretchen Noon 

Philip Norris 

Madeline Schmidtke 

Emma Seltz 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY                     “Built on the Rock”                 LSB #645 (v. 1,3,5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 

    That, when the church bells are ringing, 

Many in saving faith may come 

    Where Christ His message is bringing: 

“I know My own; My own know Me. 

You, not the world, My face shall see. 

    My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 
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SERMON                             “Check Your Math!” 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

Reverend Michael Ahlemeyer 
 

OFFERING  
 

VOLUNTARY    “Christ, the Word of God Incarnate”         B. Henkelmann 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 Lord in Your mercy, 

  hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI                 “At the Lamb’s High Feast”     LSB #633 (v. 1,2)  

 

 

 

 

(Please be seated for the distribution) 

 

DISTRIBUTION  

 “Christ Is Our Cornerstone”    #912 

“Ancient Words” (10:30)    Choir  

 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”  #575 

 “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”  #556 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER         Luther’s Morning Prayer  
 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I 

pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  

Amen.  
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BLESSING 
 

The Lord Almighty bless us and direct our days and our deeds 

 in His peace. 

  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN  “God of Grace and God of Glory”     LSB #850 (v. 1,2,4) 
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DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

Thank you to our musicians for sharing  

their talents in today’s worship 

 

Joe Ardovino - Trumpet 

Sam Ardovino - Trumpet 
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“Ancient Words” 
 

Words and Music by 

Lynn Deshazo 

 

Holy words, long preserved for our walk in this world; 

They resound with God’s own heart. O let the ancient words impart. 

Words of life, words of hope, give us strength, help us cope. 

In this world, where-e’re we roam, ancient words will guide us home. 
 

Ancient words, ever true, 

Changing me and changing you. 

We have come with open hearts.  

O let the ancient words impart. 
 

Holy words of our faith, handed down to this age, 

Came to us through sacrifice. O heed the faithful words of Christ. 

Holy words, long preserved for our walk in this world; 

They resound with God’s own heart; O let the ancient words impart. 
 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,  

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He has said, 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 

Ancient words, ever true, 

Changing me and changing you. 

We have come with open hearts.  

O let the ancient words impart. 
 

Ancient words, ever true, 

Changing me and changing you. 

We have come with open hearts.  

O let the ancient words impart. 

O let the ancient words impart. 


