
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 8, 2017 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN  “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”        LSB #909 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

“Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone, a 

tested stone.  

This stone is a precious cornerstone, made of a sure 

foundation.”                      -Isaiah 28:16 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

   

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty, everlasting God, you have built your church on the saving work 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Strengthen us by your Holy Spirit that our faith 

in Christ may increase daily and that we may hold fast to the hope that on 

the Last Day we shall be raised to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

Amen.   

 

HYMN OF PRAISE            “Christ Is Our Cornerstone”                    LSB #912 
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FIRST READING                       Acts 4:1-12 
 

(Peter’s Witness before the Council) 
1 As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple 

and the Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they were 

teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 
3And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was 

already evening. 4But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the 

number of the men came to about five thousand. 5On the next day their rulers 

and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 

priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-

priestly family. 7And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what 

power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 

said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are being examined today 

concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has 

been healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by 

the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from 

the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11This Jesus is the stone 

that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12And 

there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)     “Sing a New Song to the Lord”    Sleeth/Shafferman 

Come and rejoice; lift up your voice; sing a new song to the Lord! 

Harmonies fair filling the air, sing a new song to the Lord! 

Let one and all answer the call:  music and melody raise, 

God to adore forevermore with joyful anthems of praise! 

Come, chant with delight canticles bright to God Almighty! 

Sing songs of good cheer, echoing clear to God the Lord! 

Now instruments bring, trumpet and string, this day of days,  

the Lord God to adore forevermore with songs of praise! 
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With thanks, O God, for blessings all, our heritage we now recall; 

With grateful hearts we pledge anew to sing your song our whole life through. 

Come, sing and rejoice; lift up your voice to God Almighty! 

Come, come sing along; sing a new song to God the Lord! 

Now let one and all answer the call this day of days,  

The Lord God to adore forevermore with songs of praise! 

The Lord God to adore forevermore with songs of praise! 
 

EPISTLE READING                                          1 Peter 2:1-7 
 

(Christ is the Cornerstone) 
1So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up 

to salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4As you come to 

him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 
5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 

holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and 

whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
 

ALLELUIA VERSE  

 

 

 



6 

 

HOLY GOSPEL          Matthew 21:33-45 
 

(The Parable of the Tenants) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

   
 

33[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted 

a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower 

and leased it to tenants, and went into another country.  
34When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get 

his fruit. 35And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and 

stoned another. 36Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did 

the same to them. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 

son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. 

Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 39And they took him and threw 

him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40When therefore the owner of the 

vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will 

put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants 

who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 
42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

“‘The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 

and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 

to a people producing its fruits. 44And the one who falls on this stone will be 

broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 

45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that 

he was speaking about them.  
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This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

    

 

NICENE CREED               (inside back LSB cover) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”              LSB #575 
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SERMON              “Cornerstone Confession!” 

Matthew 21:42 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

VOLUNTARY  

 

OFFERING    (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle)  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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COMMUNION PREPARATION HYMN      

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”            LSB #633 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

“Beautiful Savior”     LSB #537 

 “Giver of Every Perfect Gift” (10:30)  Choir 

“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”  LSB #524 

“Oh, for Thousand Tongues to Sing”  LSB #528 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 
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BLESSING 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   
 

SENDING HYMN   “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”            LSB #924 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  


