
 

 

 

 

 

 



The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  

September 24, 2017 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN                  “Come, Thou Almighty King”                      LSB #905 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 
 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 
 

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 

You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 

Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

Amen. 
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INTROIT        selected verses from Philippians 1 & Romans 14 

For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us die to himself alone. 

  If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord.   
 

So, whether we live or die,  

we belong to the Lord.  
 

I will not die but live,  

and will proclaim what the Lord has done.  
 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor. 
  

Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell, 

I am hard pressed between the two.  
 

My desire is to depart to be with Christ, for that is far better. 

But to remain in the flesh is necessary. 
 

For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us die to himself alone. 

If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord.   

 

GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
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Let us pray.  

Eternal Father, You alone make the decisions concerning life and death. Give us 

a repentant heart, firm faith, a lively hope, and a heart to serve others until the 

day You call us home.  Let not the fear of death cause us to waver in confidence 

and trust. At Your chosen time, give us a peaceful departure and a joyous 

entrance into heaven; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with  You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 

   
  

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                    Isaiah 25:6-9 
 

(Picture of Our Heavenly Home) 
6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7And he will swallow up on this mountain 

the covering that is cast over all peoples, 

the veil that is spread over all nations. 
8He will swallow up death forever; 

and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 

and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, 

“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 

This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 

let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE                             Philippians 1:12-14, 19-24 

 

(Paul’s Desire is to Live with Christ in Heaven, 

 yet Recognizes His Call to Serve God Here on Earth)  
12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served 

to advance the gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole 

imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most 

of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are 

much more bold to speak the word without fear. 
19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ 

this will turn out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that 

I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be 

honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and 

to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet 

which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. My desire 

is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is 

more necessary on your account.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE   
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HOLY GOSPEL            John 14:1-6 

(Jesus Prepares a Place for You in Heaven) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

  

   

 

(Jesus Prepares a Place for You in Heaven) 
1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.  
2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 

that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 
4And you know the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do 

not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I 

am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.  
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED             (inside back LSB cover) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY             “He Will Hold Me Fast”         A. Habershon/M. Merker 
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SERMON       “Homesick for Heaven” 

Philippians 1:23-24 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING    (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle)  

 

OFFERTORY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER             (inside back LSB cover) 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”   LSB #803  

“Lord of All Hopefulness”    LSB #738 

 “In Thee Is Gladness”    LSB #818   

 “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”  LSB #819 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

 

 



13 

 

BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  
 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN                 “For Me to Live Is Jesus”                  LSB #742 

 

 
 

 
5 In my last hour, O grant me 6 And so to Thee still cleaving 

A slumber soft and still,   When death shall come to me, 

No doubts to vex or haunt me,  I fall asleep believing 

Safe anchored in Thy will;   And wake in heav’n with Thee! 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  
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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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