
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

September 17, 2017 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN               “Lift High the Cross”              LSB #837 (v. 1,4-6) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 

 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

  

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, merciful Father in Holy Baptism You declared us to be your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 
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PSALM             Psalm 103:10, Psalm 103:8-12 

 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

He will not always chide, 

nor will he keep his anger forever. 

 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, because of the 

weakness of our sinful nature we can do nothing to earn our salvation. 

Grant us the help of Your grace that we may please You with faith in the 

justice of Your ways; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                               Genesis 50:15-21 

(Joseph Freely Forgives His Brothers After They Sold Him into Slavery) 
 

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be 

that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So 

they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before 

he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and 

their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression 

of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
18His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 

servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 
20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it 

about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; 

I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke 

kindly to them. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)  “The Life of My Song”                J.M. Martin 

Lord, you are the life of my song. You are the reason I lift up my praise. 

Lord, you are the heart of my worship, you fill my mouth with the music of grace. 

Alleluia, alleluia, Lord, I will love you all of my days. 

Alleluia, alleluia, Lord, you are worthy, worthy of praise. 

Let me trumpet the call of salvation. Let me sing your song in the night. 

Lord, I will give you the honor and glory. Make me an instrument of your light! 

Lord, make me an instrument of light! 

Lord, you are the life of my song. You are the reason I lift up my praise. 

Lord, you are the heart of my worship, you fill my mouth with the music of grace. 

Alleluia, alleluia, Lord, I will love you all of my days. 

Alleluia, alleluia, Lord, you are worthy, worthy of praise. 

Lord, you are worthy, worthy of praise. 
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EPISTLE                                         1 John 1:5-9 

(God Is Just to Forgive Our Sins) 
 

5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him while 

we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the 

light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 

to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE  

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL           Matthew 18:21-35 

 

(Parable of the Unforgiving Servant) 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
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21 Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against 

me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?”  
22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 
23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 

settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to 

him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master 

ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and 

payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the 

master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that 

same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 

hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you 

owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 

me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in prison until he 

should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they 

were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had 

taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 

servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should 

not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in 

anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So 

also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother from your heart.” 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED              (inside back LSB cover) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY (10:30)    “He Will Hold Me Fast”      A. Habershon/M. Merker 
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The congregation is invited to join in singing the Refrain: 
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HYMN OF THE DAY (8:00)                                                             LSB #571 (v. 1-4) 

“God Loved the World So That He Gave” 

 

 

 

 

SERMON       “The Day Fairness Died” 

Psalm 103:10 

Pastor Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING    (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 “He Will Hold Me Fast” (8:00)   soloist 

~the congregation is invited to follow along  

with the hymn as printed on page 8 of the worship folder~ 

 

“Lamb of God”     LSB #550  

 “I Then Shall Live” (10:30)    Choir 

 “Just as I Am, without One Plea”   LSB #570 

 “At the Lamb’s High Feast”    LSB #633 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER     

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 

~The service concludes with the Sending Hymn on the following page~ 
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SENDING HYMN       “Savior Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”        LSB #917 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 


