
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 27, 2017 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN          “The Church’s One Foundation”           LSB #644 (v. 1-4) 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

  

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and 

praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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PSALMODY              Psalm 138  

 

 I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; 

  before you I sing your praise. 

 

I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for 

your steadfast love and your faithfulness,  

for you have exalted above all things your name and your 

word. 

 

On the day I called, you answered me; 

 my strength of soul you increased. 

 

All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O Lord, 

 for they have heard the words of your mouth, 

 

and they shall sing of the ways of the Lord, 

 for great is the glory of the Lord. 

 

For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly, 

 but the haughty he knows from afar. 

 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; 

you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, 

and your right hand delivers me. 

 

The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures 

forever. 

 Do not forsake the work of your hands. 
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KYRIE 

 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



5 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Almighty God, You inspired Peter to confess Jesus as the Christ, the living 

Son; and You poured out on Your disciples the power to forgive sins.  Bless 

Your Church with faithfulness and fidelity as it carries out Your call to 

speak words of healing and wholeness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                      Isaiah 51:1-6 
 

(Word of the Lord Will Not Pass Away) 
 

1“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: look to 

the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one 

when I called him, that I might bless him and multiply him. 3For the LORD 

comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places and makes her wilderness like 

Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in 

her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4“Give attention to me, my people, 

and give ear to me, my nation; for a law will go out from me, and I will set my 

justice for a light to the peoples. 5My righteousness draws near, my salvation has 

gone out, and my arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands hope for me, and 

for my arm they wait. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth 

beneath; for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a 

garment, and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but my salvation will be 

forever, and my righteousness will never be dismayed. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE                              Romans 11:33-12:8 
 

(Paul’s Appeal for Us to Present Ourselves as Living Sacrifices) 
 

33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34“For who has 

known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” 35“Or who has 

given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 36For from him and through him 

and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 

worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal 

of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 

good and acceptable and perfect. 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone 

among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to 

think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not 

all have the same function, 5so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually members one of another. 6Having gifts that differ according to the 

grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7if 

service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8the one who 

exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who 

leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL           Matthew 16:13-20 
 

(Jesus Gives the Keys of the Kingdom) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some 

say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter 

replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered 

him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 

this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and 

on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 

it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 

on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven.” 20Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he 

was the Christ. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CATECHISM             Office of the Keys 
 

What is the Office of the Keys? 
 

The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has 

given to His church on earthly to forgive the sins of repentant 

sinners, but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as 

long as they do not repent. 

 

Where is this written? 
 

This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty:  

The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the 

Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if 

you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 

What do you believe according to these words? 
 

I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us 

by His divine command, in particular when they exclude openly 

unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation and 

absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do better, 

this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our 

dear Lord dealt with us Himself. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY     “Church of God, Elect and Glorious”           LSB #646 
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SERMON 

“Super Powers” 

Matthew 16:19-20 

Pastor Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER             (inside back LSB cover) 

 

SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”  LSB #680  

 “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  LSB #686 

 “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”   LSB #940 

 “God Loved the World So That He Gave”  LSB #571 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER     

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”           LSB #924 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  


