
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will -kjw1206@gmail.com  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 20, 2017 

8:00 a.m. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN     “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”        LSB #918 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

   

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY                                 Psalm 25 
 

Make me to know Your ways, O Lord; 

teach me Your paths. 
 

To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

O my God, in You I trust. 
 

All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

for those who keep His covenant and His testimonies.  
 

Lead me in Your truth and teach me; 

for You are the God of my salvation. 
 

Who is the man who fears the Lord? 

He will instruct in the way that He should choose.  
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
 

Make me to know Your ways, O Lord; 

teach me Your paths. 

 

RESONSE               “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”     LSB #707 (v. 1,2) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot 

see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give 

us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go but only 

that Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit,  one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING               Genesis 12:1-7 
 

(God Calls Abram to an Unknown Land) 
 

1Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 

father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great 

nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 

blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 

seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his 

wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, 

and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the 

land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through 

the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the 

Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To 

your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had 

appeared to him.  

 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE READING                 Hebrews 11:1-3,8-12 
 

 (Abraham Ventured to an Unknown Land by Faith) 
 

1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
2For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3By faith we 

understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is 

seen was not made out of things that are visible. 
8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to 

receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9By 

faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents 

with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he was looking 

forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11By 

faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, 

since she considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one man, 

and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven 

and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

RESPONSE           “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”       LSB #707 (v. 3,4) 
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HOLY GOSPEL                       Matthew 6:25-34 
 

(Do Not Be Anxious) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the sixth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
25“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 

what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more 

than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air: they 

neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And which of you by being anxious 

can add a single hour to his span of life? 28And why are you anxious about 

clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 
29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is 

thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 
31Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 

drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and 

your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33But seek first the kingdom 

of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 
34“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for 

itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
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HYMN OF THE DAY   “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee”   LSB #750 (v. 1-4) 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON         “Not Knowing Where You Are Going” 

Hebrews 11:8 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING  
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OFFERTORY        “We Give Thee But Thine Own”       LSB #781 (v. 1,2) 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 

~Please be seated for the distribution~ 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”   LSB # 729 

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”   LSB # 702 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the 

life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your 

Holy Spirit that, having with our mouth received the holy Sacrament, we 

may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness 

of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

 Amen. 

  

BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   

 

~The service concludes on the following page~ 
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CLOSING HYMN    “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”        LSB #722 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 


