
   

 
 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will -kjw1206@gmail.com  – vicar@vestavialutheran.org (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org 

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

August 20, 2017 

10:30 a.m. Worship 
 

Educational Ministries Kick –Off Sunday Worship Service 

“Once upon a time…..Stories of God’s Kingdom” 
The Parables of Jesus 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING SONG                                                            “I Love to Tell the Story”  

1.  I love to tell the story of unseen things above,  

Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love. 

I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true; 

It satisfies my longings as nothing else would do. 
  

Refrain: 

  I love to tell the story; ‘Twill be my theme in glory 

  To tell the old, old story of Jesus and His love. 
 

3.  I love to tell the story, for those who know it best 

Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 

And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song, 

Twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long.  

 Refrain 
 

4. I love to tell the story, of how, from heav’n above  

Our Lord and Savior Jesus was sent to show God’s love 

To ev’ry sinful creature upon this earthly place  

How Christ the gift from heaven, is God’s great gift of grace. 

 Refrain 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

 In the name of the Father and of the ┼ Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen. 
 

 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.            -Proverbs 1:7 

  The Lord is my light and my salvation.  
 

From infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 

wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.         -II Timothy 3:15 

  The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
 

 Train a child in the way he should, and when he is old he will not turn from it. 

  The Lord is my light and my salvation.                               -Proverbs 22:6 
 

 Let the little children come unto me, for such is the kingdom of heaven. 

  Your Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                ~Luke 15:11-13, 17-24 

Dear Heavenly Father, when I disobey my parents 

I‘m lost and far from home 
\ 

When I am mean to my friends 

I’m lost and far from home. 
 

When I refuse to share 

I’m lost and far from home. 
 

When I’m selfish and only want MY way 

I’m lost and far from home. 
 

I know that you love me no matter what. 

Your love helps me to do what is right. 
 

When I obey my parents 

I’m found in God’s love! 
 

When I am kind to my friends 

 I’m found in God’s love! 
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When I share what I have 

I’m found in God’s love! 
 

When I consider others instead of only myself, 

I’m found in God’s love! 
 

Thank you for sending your Son, Jesus, who died on the cross for my sins, 

and help me always to remember how much you love me. 

In Jesus’ name,   

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

+THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON+ 

SKIT               “Bad Choices, Good Choices” 

 

SONG    “Jesus Loves Me, This I Know”       LSB #588 (v. 1.2) 
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+THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN+ 

SKIT              “The Man Who Was Ditched” 

 

+THE PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED+ 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                               “God Helps our Faith Grow” 

 

SONG    “On What Has Now Been Sown”         LSB #921 
 

On what has now been sown Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 

The pow’r is Thine alone To make it sprout and grow. 

Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 

 

+THE PARABLE OF THE WISE AND FOOLISH BUILDERS+ 

STORYMIME          “The House on the Rock” 

 

SONG    “How Firm a Foundation”          LSB #728 
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SERMON                  Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS 

 

LORD’S PRAYER             (inside back LSB cover) 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 “Our Father, by Whose Name”   LSB #863 
 

 “O, How I Love Jesus” 

  There is a name I love to hear, I love to sing its worth; 

  It sounds like music in my ear, the sweetest name on earth. 
   

  Refrain: 

  O how I love Jesus, O, how I love Jesus,  

O how I love Jesus, because He first loved me! 
 

It tells me of a Savior’s love, who died to set me free; 

It tells me of His precious blood, the sinner’s perfect plea.  

Refrain 
 

It tells of One whose loving heart can feel my deepest woe, 

Who in each sorrow bears a part, that none can bear below.  

Refrain 

 

“I Am Jesus Little Lamb”    LSB #740 
 

“Children of the Heavenly Father”  LSB #725 
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BLESSING 
 

CLOSING SONG  “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”        LSB #922 

 

 

 

 


