
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will -kjw1206@gmail.com  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis 

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 13, 2017 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN     “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”    LSB #590 (v. 1,3-4) 
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+HOLY BAPTISM+  

(10:30) 

Easton Dean Schoenfeldt 

Son of Justin & Michelle Schoenfeldt 

 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of the 

body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, to work with us in his kingdom. 

 

INVOCATION (8:00) 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (8:00) 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
   

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

 

PSALMODY                  Select verses from Psalm 18 
 

I call upon the Lord,  

who is worthy to be praised. 

 

The channels of the sea were seen,  

and the foundations of the world were laid bare. 

 

In my distress I called upon the Lord; 

to my God I cried for help. 

 

He rescued me from my enemy. 

He drew me out of the waters.  

 

I love you, O Lord. 

O Lord, my strength and my salvation. 

 

The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock, 

and exalted be the God of my salvation. 

 

I call upon the Lord,  

who is worthy to be praised. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   “This is the Feast”  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and ever-living God, in your Son you have given great and 

precious promises to all who believe.  Grant us faith that overcomes all 

doubts, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                    Job 38:4-18 
 

(The Lord reminds Job of His Dominion over Creation) 
 

4“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have 

understanding. 5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! Or who 

stretched the line upon it? 6On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its 

cornerstone, 7when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God 

shouted for joy? 8“Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the 

womb, 9when I made clouds its garment and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
10and prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors, 11and said, ‘Thus far shall you 

come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? 12“Have you 

commanded the morning since your days began, and caused the dawn to know 

its place, 13that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the wicked be 

shaken out of it? 14It is changed like clay under the seal, and its features stand out 

like a garment. 15From the wicked their light is withheld, and their uplifted arm is 

broken. 16“Have you entered into the springs of the sea, or walked in the recesses 

of the deep? 17Have the gates of death been revealed to you, or have you seen 

the gates of deep darkness? 18Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? 

Declare, if you know all this. 
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 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

EPISTLE READING                         Romans 10:9-17 
 

 (Message of Salvation to All Who Believe) 
 

9Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart 

one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 
11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, 

bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13For “everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved.” 
14But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are 

they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 

without someone preaching? 15And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 

As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 
16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has 

believed what he has heard from us?” 17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 

through the word of Christ. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL                     Matthew 14:22-33 

(Jesus Walks on Water) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 

 Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

22Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to 

the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.  
23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself 

to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but the boat by this time was 

a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 
25And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26But 

when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is 

a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, 

saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 

water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water 

and came to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to 

sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 

took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32And 

when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped 

him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED (8:00) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”               LSB #717 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON                     “Dependence Day” 
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Matthew 14:30 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY 

  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE PEACE 

 

 

 

 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

“O Worship the King”   LSB #804 

“Beautiful Savior”    LSB #537 

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” LSB #793 

“How Great Thou Art”   LSB #801 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 

His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

  

BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   
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CLOSING HYMN              “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”             LSB #922 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God.  

 



14 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

LCVH KidzQuest Kick-Off 
 

Sunday, August 20th 

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

families with children ages 2 through 6th grade 

are especially encouraged to attend! 

 
9:00 a.m. 

Begin in the church sanctuary, where Sunday School teachers will be 

introduced, paperwork will be given, and registration forms will be filled out. 

Following that, all families will go to the various Sunday School rooms with your 

child’s class, rotating through the workshops that the children attend 

throughout the year. 

 

Following late service 

You are invited to a special lunch and water “inflatables” in the back yard.  

Make sure to have your kids bring along their swimming suits, towels and 

sunscreen!  And, of course, dress is casual, so feel free to wear something 

you don’t mind getting wet! Bring some lawn chairs so you can enjoy your 

time relaxing outside with other LCVH families! 
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*Confirmation Class for 7th & 8th graders will also begin on August 20th 

during the 9:00 a.m. hour. 

 

*The High School Class for 9th-12th graders will resume meeting in their 

room at 9:00 a.m. on August 20th. 


