
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Luke Watt –vicar@vestavialutheran.org– (402 ) 853-3514 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
  

July 23, 2017 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 

 

 OPENING HYMN                           “Christ Is Our Cornerstone”                  LSB #912 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. 
 

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit.  Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and 

praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

Pour out upon us, O Lord, the Spirit to think and do what is right, that we, 

who cannot even exist without you, may have the strength to live 

according to your will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                Isaiah 44:6-8 
 

6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel 

and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

“I am the first and I am the last; 

besides me there is no god. 
7Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 

Let him declare and set it before me, 

since I appointed an ancient people. 

Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 
8Fear not, nor be afraid; 

have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

And you are my witnesses! 

Is there a God besides me? 

There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE READING                            Romans 8:18-27 
 

18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 

with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to 

futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the 

creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom 

of the glory of the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation has 

been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only the 

creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as 

we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this 

hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what 

he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
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26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray 

for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep 

for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL          Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may 

be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field,  
25but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the 

wheat and went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the 

weeds appeared also. 27And the servants of the master of the house came and 

said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it 

have weeds?’ 28He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to 

him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in 

gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30Let both grow 

together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the 

weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my 

barn.’” 
36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, 

saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The 

one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the 

good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 
39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, 

and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, 

so will it be at the close of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and 

they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42and 

throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 

their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                              (inside back LSB cover) 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY          “When Peace, like a River”               LSB #763 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON                 “Groaning on Tip Toe” 

Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 

 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly good, right, and salutary….. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER            (inside back LSB cover) 
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 
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PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
 

AGNES DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION SONGS 

 “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”  LSB #575 

 “Beautiful Savior”     LSB #537 

 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”   LSB #770 

 “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”   LSB #643 (verse 1) 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

           The Lord make His face shine on you  and be gracious to you. 

           The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN            “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”          LSB #643 (v. 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 


