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Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   
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PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Luke Watt –vicar@vestavialutheran.org– (402 ) 853-3514 
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BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
  

July 16, 2017 

PRELUDE 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
  

HYMN  OF PREPARATION                    “Now the Silence”                        LSB #910 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION 

Let us confess our sins to God, our merciful Father. 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all 

things, Judge of all people, we admit and confess our 

sinfulness.  We have turned away from each other in our 

thinking, speaking, and doing.  We have done the evil You 

forbid and have not done the good You demand.  We do repent 

and are truly sorry for these our sins.  Have mercy on us, kind 

Father, because of the obedience of our Brother, Jesus Christ, 

Your Son.  Forgive us all that is past, and with the power of the 

Holy Spirit move us to serve You faithfully.  Set our feet upon 

the new path of life, and build Your kingdom here through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

God has promised forgiveness of sins to those who repent and turn to 

Him.  May He keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit, lead you to greater 

faith and obedience, and bring you to live with Him forever, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE           “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”             LSB #816 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for 

our learning, grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 

digest them, that by patience and comfort of Your Holy Word we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen.     

 

FIRST READING                                                                                Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there 

but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower 

and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 12“For you shall go out in joy and 

be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth 

into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the 

thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut 

off.” 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING           I Corinthians 3:1-7 
 

1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the 

flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not 

ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For 

while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and 

behaving only in a human way? 4For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, 

“I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 
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5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the 

Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So 

neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 

growth.  

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL PREPARATION SONG  

Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus, 

 To reach out and touch him and say that we love him. 

 Open our ears, Lord, help us to listen.  

 Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL              Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great 

crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the 

whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, 

saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the 

path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 

where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they 

had no depth of soil, 6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they 

had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 

grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, 

some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  
9He who has ears, let him hear.” 
18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 

has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As for what 

was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 
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receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and 

when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he 

falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, 

and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 

hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                              (inside back LSB cover) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”             LSB #577 
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SERMON          “Sowing Seeds in Soil Succeeds” 

Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 (Each petition ends with:)   

 Lord, in Your mercy, 

  Hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                  (inside back LSB cover) 

 

COMMUNION PREPARATION HYMN                         “Here, Oh My Lord” 

     1.       Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; 

    Here would I touch and handle things unseen; 

Here grasp with firmer hand the eternal grace, 

    And all my weariness upon Thee lean. 

     2. Here would I feed upon the bread of God, 

    Here drink with Thee the royal wine of heav’n; 

Here would I lay aside each earthly load, 

    Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiv’n. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 

PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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THE HYMN CONTINUED 

     4. I have no help but Thine; nor do I need 

    Another arm but Thine to lean upon. 

It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed; 

    My strength is in Thy might, Thy might alone. 

     5. Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness; 

    Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; 

Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 

    Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God. 

DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
 

“I Love to Tell the Story” 

 I  love to tell the story  of unseen things above, 

 Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love. 

 I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true; 

 It satisfies my longings as nothing else can do. 

 

 Refrain: I  love to tell the story, ‘Twill be my theme in glory 

   To tell the old, old story  Of Jesus and His love. 

 

 I  love to tell the story,  ‘tis pleasant to repeat 

 What seems each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet. 

 I love to tell the story, for some have never heard 

 The message of salvation from God’s own holy Word.  Refrain  

  

I love to tell the story, for those who know it best 

 Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 

 And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song, 

 ‘Twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long.  Refrain  
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“Seek Ye First” 

 Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 

And His righteousness. 

And all these things shall be added unto you! 

Allelu, alleluia! 
  

 Ask and it shall be given unto you, 

Seek and ye shall find, 

Knock and the door shall be opened unto you, 

Allelu, alleluia! 
 

  Man does not live by bread alone, 

But by ev’ry word 

That proceeds from the mouth of the Lord, 

Allelu, alleluia! 
 

“God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”                       (Melody of “A Mighty Fortress”) 

 God’s Word is our great heritage 

    And shall be ours forever; 

To spread its light from age to age 

    Shall be our chief endeavor. 

Through life it guides our way, 

In death it is our stay. 

Lord, grant, while worlds endure, 

We keep its teachings pure 

    Throughout all generations. 
 

THE HYMN CONTINUED 

     6. Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 

    The feast, though not the love, is past and gone; 

The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here; 

    Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun. 

~the hymn continues on the following page~ 
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     7. Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 

    Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 

Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 

    The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

BLESSING 

The blessings of Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN               “On What Has Now Been Sown”                LSB #921 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 


