
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Luke Watt –vicar@vestavialutheran.org– (402 ) 853-3514 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
  

July 9, 2017 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN           “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”             LSB #524 

 

 

 

 

5 How weak the effort of my heart, How cold my warmest thought! 

But when I see Thee as Thou art,  I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

 

6 Till then I would Thy love proclaim with ev’ry fleeting breath; 

And may the music of Thy name refresh my soul in death! 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

   Amen. 



3 

 

KYRIE 

 

 
 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Gracious God our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days. Be 

our strength and support amid the wearisome changes of this world, and 

at life’s end, grant us Your promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen.     

 

 



5 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                         Zechariah 9:9-12 

(The Coming King of Zion Will Bring Salvation) 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble 

and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10I will cut off the 

chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall 

be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to 

sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11As for you also, because of the 

blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless 

pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will 

restore to you double. 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE                             Romans 7:14-25 

(The Christian’s Struggle Against Sin) 
14For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15I do 

not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 

thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 
17So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know 

that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do 

what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, 

but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not 

want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 21So I find it to be a 

law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law 

of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another law waging war 

against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in 

my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 

death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve 

the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL           Matthew 11:25-30 

(Jesus’ Yoke is Easy and His Burden is Light) 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

  

   
 

25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 

you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed 

them to little children; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things 

have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except 

the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom 

the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 

gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden is light.” 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 

 APOSTLES’ CREED                                                              (inside back LSB cover) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY          “Come unto Me, Ye Weary”                LSB #684 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON   

“Carrying the Burden” 

Matthew 11:25-30 

Vicar Luke Watt 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                  (inside back LSB cover) 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

   Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 “Be Still, My Soul”     LSB #752 

“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”   LSB #761 

 “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”    LSB #606 

 “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”  LSB #622 

 

+Vicar Watt Farewell+ 

Please join Luke for a farewell lunch in the Fellowship Hall after late service. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN                  “Abide with Me”                      LSB #878 (v. 1-2,5-6) 

 

 

 

 
 

5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 
 

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 

DISMISSAL 


