
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Luke Watt –vicar@vestavialutheran.org– (402 ) 853-3514 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

June 25, 2017 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN                    “Lift High the Cross”                             LSB #837 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell.  Refrain 

 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 



2 

 

INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

   

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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PSALMODY                  Select verses from Psalm 91 

 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
 

I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, 

my God, in whom I trust.” 
 

For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler 

and from the deadly pestilence. 
 

You will not fear the terror of the night, 

nor the arrow that flies by day, 
 

nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 

nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
 

A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, 

but it will not come near you. 
 

For he will command his angels concerning you 

to guard you in all your ways. 
 

On their hands they will bear you up, 

lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
 

“Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; 

I will protect him, because he knows my name. 
 

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 

I will rescue him and honor him. 
 

With long life I will satisfy him 

and show him my salvation.” 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   “This is the Feast”  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and most merciful God, in this earthly life You have appointed us 

to endure sufferings and death with our Lord Jesus Christ before we enter 

with him into eternal glory. Grant us grace at all times to subject ourselves 

to Your holy will and to continue steadfast in the true faith to the end of 

our lives and at all times find peace and joy in the blessed hope of the 

resurrection of the dead and the glory of the world to come; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING          Jeremiah 20:7-13 
 

(Jeremiah is Persecuted for Proclaiming God’s Word) 
 

7O LORD, you have deceived me, and I was deceived; you are stronger than I, and 

you have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all the day; everyone mocks 

me. 8For whenever I speak, I cry out, I shout, “Violence and destruction!” 

For the word of the LORD has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 
9If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” there is in my 

heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with holding 

it in, and I cannot. 10For I hear many whispering. Terror is on every side! 

“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” say all my close friends, watching for my 

fall. “Perhaps he will be deceived; then we can overcome him and take our 

revenge on him.” 11But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior; therefore my 

persecutors will stumble; they will not overcome me. They will be greatly shamed, 

for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 12O LORD 

of hosts, who tests the righteous, who sees the heart and the mind,let me see 

your vengeance upon them, for to you have I committed my cause. 13Sing to the 

LORD; praise the LORD! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hand of 

evildoers. 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE READING                         Romans 6:12-23 
 

 (Freed from Sin and Slaves to Righteousness) 
 

12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 

passions. 13Do not present your members to sin as instruments for 

unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought 

from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 
14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under 

grace. 
15What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no 

means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient 

slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to 

death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God, 

that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to 

the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18and, having been set 

free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human 

terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your 

members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so 

now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 
20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21But 

what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now 

ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been set 

free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to 

sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the free 

gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA AND VERSE  

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL               Matthew 10:5a, 21-33 

(Persecution Will Come, but Jesus Encourages Trust) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the tenth chapter. 

 Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

5These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles 

and enter no town of the Samaritans.”  
21“Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children 

will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22and you will be hated by 

all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23When 

they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will 

not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25It is 

enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If 

they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 

malign those of his household. 
26“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or 

hidden that will not be known. 27What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and 

what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28And do not fear those 

who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both 

soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of 

them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30But even the hairs of your 
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head are all numbered. 31Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many 

sparrows. 32So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33but whoever denies me before 

men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”           LSB #790 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

    Let the Amen 

    Sound from His people again; 

Gladly forever adore Him! 
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SERMON                    “Praise the Lord???” 

Jeremiah 20:7-13 

Vicar Luke Watt 

 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY 

  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 

 



11 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PEACE 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”  LSB #803 

“When Peace, like a River”   LSB #763 

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”  LSB #618 

“Children of the Heavenly Father”  LSB #725 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 

His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

  

BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   
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CLOSING HYMN         “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”                  LSB #685 
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DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 
 

 


