
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Luke Watt –vicar@vestavialutheran.org– (402 ) 853-3514 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

Father’s Day 

June 18, 2017 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN                        “Father Most Holy”                           LSB #504 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

 See what love the Father has given us,  

  that we should be called the children of God. 
 

 You are my sons and daughters, this day I have begotten you.  

  See what love the Father has given us. 
 

 As many as received Him, to them He gave power to become the 

 children of God. 

   See what love the Father has given us. 
 

 See what love the Father has given us, 

   that we should be called the children of God.  
 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

 in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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KYRIE 

 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Gracious God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and through Him also our 

true Father. We thank You for the blessing of earthly fathers.  Help us to 

cherish them as Your precious gift. May we always honor them with our 

love, respect, and devotion. Move us to follow in the paths of 

righteousness in which they have led us from infancy.  Cause fathers to 

find joy in their calling and grant them continued grace to raise their 

children in the way of Your Word. Hear us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.  

Amen.  

  

OLD TESTAMENT READING                         Deuteronomy 6:4-17 
 

(Parents Are to Teach God’s Word Faithfully to Their Children) 
 

4“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5You shall love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6And these 

words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 

when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8You shall 

bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your 

eyes. 9You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
10“And when the LORD your God brings you into the land that he swore to your 

fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you—with great and good 

cities that you did not build, 11and houses full of all good things that you did not 

fill, and cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees that you did 

not plant—and when you eat and are full, 12then take care lest you forget the 

LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 13It 

is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name you shall 

swear. 14You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are 

around you, 15for the LORD your God in your midst is a jealous God, lest the anger 

of the LORD your God be kindled against you, and he destroy you from off the 
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face of the earth. 16“You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, as you tested 

him at Massah. 17You shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your 

God, and his testimonies and his statutes, which he has commanded you.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

EPISTLE                               Ephesians 5:25-6:4 

 

(The Call of Husbands and Fathers) 
 

25Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 

her, 26that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water 

with the word, 27so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, 

without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without 

blemish. 28In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. 

He who loves his wife loves himself. 29For no one ever hated his own flesh, but 

nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30because we are 

members of his body. 31“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and 

hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32This mystery is 

profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33However, let 

each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 

husband. 1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2“Honor your 

father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3“that it may 

go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” 4Fathers, do not provoke 

your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the 

Lord. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE  

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL               Matthew 7:7-11 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventh chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(Heavenly Father’s Eagerness to Give Good Gifts to His Children) 
 

7“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 

opened to you. 8For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, 

and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 9Or which one of you, if his son asks 

him for bread, will give him a stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 

serpent? 11If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who 

ask him! 

  

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CATECHISM           Lord’s Prayer – Introduction  
 

Our Father who art in heaven.  

What does this mean? 

With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true 

Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and 

confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     “Children of the Heavenly Father”               LSB #725 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 

“Family Ties” 

Matthew 7:11 

Pastor Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER                      (inside back LSB cover) 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”  LSB #793 

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  LSB #802 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”    LSB #809 

“God Loved the World So That He Gave”  LSB #571 

  

 

 

+INSTALLATION OF CHURCH OFFICERS AND ELDERS+ 
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BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN        “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”       LSB #917 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 


