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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Pentecost Sunday 
June 4, 2017 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN       “Voices Raised to You We Offer”               LSB #795  
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INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

  Holy Trinity, Three Persons and One God: 

   Have mercy upon us. 
 

  Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the Son: 

   Have mercy upon us. 
 

  Holy Spirit, coequal with the Father and the Son: 

   Have mercy upon us. 
  

Spirit of counsel and might. Spirit of knowledge and devotion. Spirit of the 

fear of the Lord: 

   Graciously hear us. 
 

Spirit of sorrow and repentance. Spirit of grace and prayer. Spirit of charity, 

peace, and joy: 

   Graciously hear us. 
 

Spirit of patience, kindness, and goodness. Spirit of humility, gentleness, 

and faith: 

   Graciously hear us. 
 

Who in the beginning moved over the face of the waters of creation, by 

whose inspiration the holy writers of old speak through the pages of 

Scripture, who overshadowed Mary and miraculously conceived the Son of 

God.  

   Pour out Your Holy Spirit on us. 
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Who descended on Jesus at His baptism, who on the day of Pentecost that 

we celebrate this day came on the apostles in the likeness of tongues of 

fire, by whom we also are born again in the waters of holy baptism.  

Send down Your Holy Spirit on us. 
 

Who comes to us with forgiveness, life, and salvation in Word, water, and 

wine; who governs the church here on earth, who fills the whole world with 

an abiding presence. 

Grant us Your Holy Spirit.  
 

Create in us a clean heart, O God: 

And renew a right spirit within me. Amen.  

 

RESPONSE         “Holy Spirit, Light Divine”               LSB #496 (v. 1-3) 
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CONFESSION OF ASSURANCE AND FORGIVENESS 

  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He 

gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

   Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God on this day You once taught the hearts of the faithful people by 

sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day by the same 

Spirit to have a right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in 

Your promises; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Amen. 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON               Genesis 11:1-9 
 

(The Tower of Babel) 

1Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as people 

migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 
3And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them 

thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4Then they 

said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, 

and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the 

whole earth.” 5And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the 

children of man had built. 6And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and 

they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. 

And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7Come, let 

us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand 

one another’s speech.” 8So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of 

all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9Therefore its name was called 

Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth. And from 

there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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CHOIR ANTHEM         “Come, O Lord, and Overflow Us”  J. W. Hayford 

 

Come, O Lord, and overflow us with your love.  

Come O Lord, and overflow us with your love. 

For we bring our hearts like vessels to the everflowing stream. 

Come, O Lord and overflow us with your love. 

Come, Lord Jesus, and anoint us with your pow’r. 

Come, Lord Jesus, and anoint us with your pow’r, (your pow’r) 

For we bring our hearts like vessels to the everflowing stream. 

Come, Lord Jesus, and anoint us; 

Come O Lord, and overflow us; 

Come, O Lord, and overflow us with your love, your love. 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                                                         Acts 2:1–24 
 

(Day of Pentecost) 
  1When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2And 

suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3And divided tongues as of fire 

appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 

utterance. 5Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every 

nation under heaven. 6And at this sound the multitude came together, and they 

were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 
7And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native 

language? 9Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11both Jews and 

proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the 

mighty works of God.” 12And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 

another, “What does this mean?” 13But others mocking said, “They are filled with 
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new wine.” 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and 

addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known 

to you, and give ear to my words. 15For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, 

since it is only the third hour of the day. 16But this is what was uttered through 

the prophet Joel: 17“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour 

out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 

your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 18even 

on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, 

and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show wonders in the heavens above and 

signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20the sun shall be 

turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the 

great and magnificent day. 21And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls 

upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 
22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 

God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your 

midst, as you yourselves know— 23this Jesus, delivered up according to the 

definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of 

lawless men. 24God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not 

possible for him to be held by it.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
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HOLY GOSPEL     John 14:23-29 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
 

 

  

(The Holy Spirit Will Teach You All Things) 
 

23Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father 

will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24Whoever 

does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not 

mine but the Father’s who sent me. 25“These things I have spoken to you while I 

am still with you. 26But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 

my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I 

have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the 

world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 

afraid. 28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If 

you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the 

Father is greater than I. 29And now I have told you before it takes place, so that 

when it does take place you may believe.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH       Luther’s Explanation to the Third Article of the Creed 

 

What does it mean that I believe in the Holy Spirit? 
 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in 

Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has 

called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, 

sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 
 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the 

whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ 

in the one true faith. 
  

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins 

and the sins of all believers. 
 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give 

eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.                        
 

This is most certainly true. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                   “Come Down, O Love Divine”                  LSB #501 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SERMON                                   “Not Achieved, but Received”  

              Genesis 11:1-9 

               Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
 

OFFERING 
 

VOLUNTARY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER             (inside back LSB cover) 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”  #811 

 “Spirit Song”      Choir 

 “Oh for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  #528 

  “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”   #685 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

~The service concludes with the Closing Hymn on the following page.~ 
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CLOSING HYMN                  “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”                     LSB #643 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 


