
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Luke Watt –vicar@vestavialutheran.org– (402 ) 853-3514 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT: Abby Cahill- abbycahill@vestavialutheran.org 

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 21, 2017 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN   “Dear Christians, One and All Rejoice”   LSB #556 (v. 1-2,5,8-9)  

 

 

 

 
 

5.   God said to His belovèd Son:    8.  Though he will shed My precious blood, 

     “It’s time to have compassion.         Me of My life bereaving, 

      Then go, bright jewel of My crown,        All this I suffer for your good; 

      And bring to all salvation.         Be steadfast and believing. 

      From sin and sorrow set them free;        Life will from death the vict’ry win; 

      Slay bitter death for them that they        My innocence shall bear your sin, 

      May live with You forever.”         And you are blest forever. 
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9.        “Now to My Father I depart, 

From earth to heav’n ascending, 

And, heavn’ly wisdom to impart, 

The Holy Spirit sending; 

In trouble He will comfort you 

And teach you always to be true 

And into truth shall guide you. 
 

INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen!        

  He has risen indeed. Alleluia!  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 

 

LITANY                                       
 

O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth, 

have mercy upon us.   
 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

have mercy upon us.  
 

O God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of the faithful, 

have mercy upon us. 
 

Jesus said, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper,  

to be with you forever, 
 

Even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,  

because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
 

You know him, for he dwells with you  

and will be in you.” 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   “This is the Feast” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, send Your Holy Spirit into our hearts that He may rule and 

direct us according to Your will, comfort us in all our temptations and 

afflictions, defend us from all error, and lead us into all truth that we, being 

steadfast in faith, may increase in all good works and in the end obtain 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.      

 

FIRST READING                  Acts 17:16-31 
 

(Paul Preaches Against Idolatry) 
 

16Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within 

him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he reasoned in the synagogue 

with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with 

those who happened to be there. 18Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers 

also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” 

Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was 

preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 19And they took hold of him and brought 

him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you 

are presenting? 20For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to 

know therefore what these things mean.” 21Now all the Athenians and the 

foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or 

hearing something new. 
22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I 

perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I passed along and 

observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, 

‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 

you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven 

and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25nor is he served by human 

hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life 

and breath and everything. 26And he made from one man every nation of 
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mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods 

and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27that they should seek God, in the 

hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually 

not far from each one of us, 28for 

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 

as even some of your own poets have said, 

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 
29Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like 

gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30The 

times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the 

world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has 

given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE READING                            I Peter 3:13-22 
 

 (The Righteous Christ Suffered for the Unrighteous) 
 

13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even 

if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of 

them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, 

always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason 

for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a 

good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good 

behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing 

good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 
18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that 

he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 

spirit, 19in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they 

formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while 

the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought 

safely through water. 21Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not 

as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into 

heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 

having been subjected to him. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE  

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                  John 14:15-21 
 

(Jesus Promises to Give the Holy Spirit) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the fourteenth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
15[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 

forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will 

be in you. 
18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while and the 

world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 
20In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
21Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And 

he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest 

myself to him.”  
 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED               (inside back LSB cover) 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “Holy Spirit, Light Divine”        LSB #496 

 

 

 

SERMON                    “Giving the Giver” 

John 14:15-21 

Vicar Luke Watt 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER                        (inside back LSB cover) 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PEACE 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”  LSB # 633 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

+ RECOGNITION OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATIONS + 

 

Zachary Heino 

 

Mary Frances Lembke 

 

Meagan Mooney 

 

Patrick Nuss 

 

Abbey Romp 

 

Stephanie Tunnell 

 

Taylor White 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   
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CLOSING HYMN         “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”        LSB #490 

 

 

 

 
 

5.      Jesus lives! And now is death 

But the gate of life immortal; 

This shall calm my trembling breath 

When I pass its gloomy portal. 

Faith shall cry, as fails each sense: 

Jesus is my confidence! 
 

~the service concludes with the Dismissal on the following page~ 
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EASTER DISMISSAL  

 Alleluia! Christ is risen!        

  He has risen indeed. Alleluia! 

  

POSTLUDE 
 

 


