
  

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Luke Watt –vicar@vestavialutheran.org– (402 ) 853-3514 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT: Abby Cahill- abbycahill@vestavialutheran.org 

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Service of the Rite of Confirmation 
10:30 AM 

May 21, 2017 

 

PRELUDE                                                                        

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN      “Christ Is Made Our Sure Foundation”     LSB   #909 
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INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

 Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great 

 goodness in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of 

 Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart 

 to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, 

 bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast and 

 victorious to the day, when all who have ran the race of faith shall receive 

 the crown of life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  

  Amen.  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE   “Christ Is Our Cornerstone”           LSB #912 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING             Isaiah 28:16; 30:18-21 
 

(A Cornerstone in Zion) 
16Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am the one who has laid as a 

foundation in Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure 

foundation: ‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.’ 18Therefore the LORD waits to 

be gracious to you, and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. For the 

LORD is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him. 19For a people 

shall dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. He will surely be 

gracious to you at the sound of your cry. As soon as he hears it, he answers you. 
20And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, 

yet your Teacher will not hide himself anymore, but your eyes shall see your 

Teacher. 21And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way, 

walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE                       Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

(Spiritual Blessings in Christ)  
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in 

him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 

before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, 

according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with 

which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his 

blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 
8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the 

mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a 

plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and 

things on earth. 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 

predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to 

the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be 

to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 

Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, 

to the praise of his glory. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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CHORAL ANTHEM                                   D. Strasser 

“Step by Step” 

O God, You are my God, and I will ever praise You. 

O God, You are my God, and I will ever praise You. 

I will seek You in the morning, and I will learn to walk in Your ways, 

And step by step You’ll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days. 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in Your righteousness; 

Make Your way plain before my face. 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in Your righteousness; 

Make Your way plain, and step by step You’ll lead me; 

And I will follow You all of my days. 

I will seek You in the morning, and I will learn to walk in Your ways, 

And step by step You’ll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days. 

Lead me, Lord, and step by step You’ll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                      Matthew 7:24-27 
 

(Wise and Foolish Builders) 
24“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a 

wise man who built his house on the rock. 25And the rain fell, and the floods 

came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it 

had been founded on the rock. 26And everyone who hears these words of mine 

and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 
27And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that 

house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

(Children may leave at this time for Children’s Church) 
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SERMON HYMN           “In Christ Alone”             K. Getty/S. Townsend 

 

 

SERMON                   “Something (Someone) to Build On” 

Ephesians 1:3-14  

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
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GATHERING OF THE OFFERING    

 

VOLUNTARY  

 

INDIVIDUAL CONFIRMATION 

 

After a personal statement of faith, each confirmand kneels to receive a stole, blessing, 

and a confirmation verse 
 

Confirmation Class of 2017 
 

+ Payton Ahlemeyer + 

Why is the Bible the one and only authority for Christian teaching and living? 

 II Peter 3:18 

 

+Jake Kuehnert + 

What does Christ’s second coming mean to my daily life?  

II Peter 3:18 

 

+ Emma Lembke + 

Why will God open the gates of heaven to me and all Christians? 

John 3:16 

 

+Ethan Strand + 

What is the purpose of the Bible? 

I Corinthians 16:13 

 

+ Andrew Simoneaux + 

What does it mean to repent? 

II Corinthians 4:6 
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INVITATION TO CONFESS FAITH 

Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said: “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I will 

be with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

You have been baptized and you have been taught the faith according to our 

Lord’s invitation. The fulfillment of His bidding we now celebrate with thankful 

hearts, rejoicing to confess the faith into which you were baptized and which you 

yourselves will now confess before the Church. Jesus said: “Whoever confesses 

Me before men, I will confess him before My Father in heaven. But he that denies 

Me before men, I will deny him before My Father in Heaven.” 

 

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts therefore to the God of all grace and joyfully give 

answer to what, in the name of the Lord, as fellow children of God in His Church, 

we shall now ask you : 

Congregation:  Do you this day in the presence of God and of this 

congregation acknowledge the gifts which God gave you in your Baptism? 

Confirmands:  I do.  

Congregation:  Do you believe in God the Father Almighty? 

Confirmands:  Yes, I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth.   
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Congregation: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son? 

Confirmands:  Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He shall come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

Congregation: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?  

Confirmands:  Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. 

Congregation: Do you believe the inspired Scriptures to be the written 

Word of God and confess the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

to be faithful and true to the Scriptures? 

Confirmands:  I do.  

Pastor:    Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

Confirmands:  I do. 

Pastor:   Do you desire to be a member of the Lutheran Church and 

of this congregation? 

Confirmands:  I do. 
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Pastor:   Do you sincerely intend to conform all your life to God’s word, to 

receive regularly His grace and forgiveness in Holy Communion, and serve Him 

continually in faith, word, and deed as He enables you?  

Confirmands:   I do. 

Pastor:  Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church 

and to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 

Confirmands:   I do.  

WELCOME INTO CONFIRMED MEMBERSHIP 

 Upon this your profession and promise, I invite and welcome you, as members of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation, to share with us in all 

the gifts our Lord has for His Church and to live them out continually in His 

worship and service. He who has begun a good work in you will bring it to 

completion at the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who           

 trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION PREPARATION VERSE “At the Lamb’s High Feast” LSB #633 (v.1-2) 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen.  

(Please be seated for Distribution) 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS AND SONGS 

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”  LSB #575 

  “One Bread, One Body”    Choir 

  “The Church’s One Foundation”   LSB #644 

  “Take My Life and Let It Be”   LSB #784 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word 

of power and peace to convert those not yet your own and to 

confirm those who have come to saving faith. May Your Word pass 

from ear to the heart, from the heart to daily life, that as You have 

promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for which You send it; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

  Amen. 
 

 

+ RECOGNITION OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES + 

 

Zachary Heino 

Mary Frances Lembke 

Meagan Mooney 

Patrick Nuss 

Abbey Romp 

Stephanie Tunnell 

Taylor White 

 

BLESSING 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.    

  Amen.  
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RECESSIONAL HYMN      “How Firm a Foundation”                LSB #728 (v.1-4) 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  

All members of the LCVH family are invited to a 

Reception in the Fellowship Hall for Our New Confirmands 

after this 10:30 worship service 

 

Thank you to our musicians today for this worship service’s special music! 


