
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Luke Watt –vicar@vestavialutheran.org– (402 ) 853-3514 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT: Abby Cahill- abbycahill@vestavialutheran.org 

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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MOTHER’S DAY 
May 14, 2017 

PRELUDE  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN  “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service”  LSB #848 (v. 1, 3-4)  
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INVOCATION  
 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and the Holy Spirit.  

   Amen.  
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION  
 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

   Who made heaven and earth. 

 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

A LITANY ON SERVANTHOOD          Romans 12 

We are one body made of many members.      

  Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.  

Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us.    

  Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.  

Let us use them in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving.   

  Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.    

Let love be genuine.         

  Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.  

Abhor what is evil; hold hast to what is good.     

  Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.      

Love one another with affection.        

  Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.  

Outdo one another in showing honor.       

  Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.  

 

 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Almighty God, Heavenly Father, You have blessed us with the joy and care 

of children. Give us calm strength and patient wisdom that, as they grow in 

years, we may teach them to love whatever is just and true and good, 

following the example of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

  Amen.   
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+ WORD + 

FIRST READING               II Timothy 1:1-7 
 

(Timothy’s Mother and Grandmother Passed on the Faith) 
 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God according to the promise of 

the life that is in Christ Jesus, 
2To Timothy, my beloved child: 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
3I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I 

remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4As I remember your 

tears, I long to see you, that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your 

sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother 

Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 6For this reason I remind you to 

fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 
7for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 
 

SECOND READING            Galatians 5:13-14, 22-25 
 

(Free to Serve) 
 

13For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14For the whole law 

is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  
22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24And 

those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires. 
5If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL           Matthew 20:20-28 
  

 The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twentieth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

(Jesus Came to Serve, Not Be Served) 
 

20Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and 

kneeling before him she asked him for something. 21And he said to her, “What do 

you want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at 

your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” 22Jesus answered, “You do 

not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?” 

They said to him, “We are able.” 23He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to 

sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for 

whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 24And when the ten heard it, they 

were indignant at the two brothers. 25But Jesus called them to him and said, “You 

know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 

exercise authority over them. 26It shall not be so among you. But whoever would 

be great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever would be first among 

you must be your slave, 28even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.  

  Praise to You, O Christ.  
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CATECHISM                 FOURTH COMMANDMENT   
 

Honor your father and your mother. 
  

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our 

parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, 

love and cherish them. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE               

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way    LSB #857 (v. 1,2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON            “Servanthood:  Highest Calling”   

Galatians 5:13-14,22-25 

 Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
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RECOGNITION OF MOTHERS 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye, heavenly host:   

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS                       

 

VOLUNTARY  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

 Lord in Your mercy. 

  Hear our prayer.  
 

SANCTUS 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

+ SACRAMENT+ 

WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  
 

THE PEACE 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION   
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  
 

“Come Christians, Join to Sing”   

1. Come, Christians, join to sing 

 Alleluia! Amen! 

 Loud praise to Christ our King; 

 Alleluia! Amen! 

 Let all, with heart and voice, 

 Before His throne rejoice; 

 Praise is His gracious choice. 

 Alleluia! Amen! 
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2. Come, lift your hearts on high, 

 Alleluia! Amen! 

 Let praises fill the sky; 

 Alleluia! Amen! 

 He is our Guide and Friend; 

 To us He’ll condescend; 

 His love shall never end. 

 Alleluia! Amen! 

3. Praise yet our Christ again, 

 Alleluia! Amen! 

 Life shall not end the strain; 

 Alleluia! Amen! 

 On heaven’s blissful shore, 

 His goodness we’ll adore, 

 Singing forevermore, 

 “Alleluia! Amen!” 

 

   

“To God Be the Glory”  
 

 1. To God be the glory, great things He hath done!   

  So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,  

  who yielded His life an atonement for sin,  

  and opened the life gate that all may go in. 

  Refrain: 

  Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  

  let the earth hear His voice!   

  Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  

  let the people rejoice! 

  O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son,  

  and give Him the glory, great things He hath done! 
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 2. O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,  

  to every believer the promise of God;  

  the vilest offender who truly believes,  

  that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 

  (Refrain) 
 

 3. Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done,  

  and great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son;  

  but purer, and higher, and greater will be  

  our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. 

  (Refrain) 

    

“Brothers and Sisters in Christ” 

1. Sing Allelulia! Amen!  

Let your prayers and your praises ascend. 

Lift up your voices and sing to our Lord God, our Savior, and King! 

Here brought together by grace, we are gathered as friends in this place.  

Chorus: 

And assembled as one, in the name of the Son, 

lifting hearts, lifting hands, celebrating as friends, 

and proclaiming the Lord, all our praises afford. 

We are brothers and sisters in Christ.  

2. Man walked alone and in need, 

without faith, hope or promise or creed; 

wandering aimlessly lost unaware of the staggering cost; 

that God in his mercy would save all His people from death and the grave.  

Chorus: 

And assembled as one, in the name of the Son, 

lifting hearts, lifting hands, celebrating as friends, 

and proclaiming the Lord, all our praises afford. 

We are brothers and sisters in Christ. 
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3. Lord, teach us how to proclaim 

all Your goodness, Your love and Your name! 

Lord, teach us how to forgive, and in love, teach us Lord, how to live. 

Raising our voices in song, help us tell all the world we belong. 

Chorus: 

And assembled as one, in the name of the Son, 

lifting hearts, lifting hands, celebrating as friends, 

and proclaiming the Lord, all our praises afford. 

We are brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
  

 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving 

kindness sent Your only begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You, 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.  

   Amen.  
 

 

 

BENEDICTION      

  

 The LORD bless you and keep you.  

 The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  

 The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.   

  Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN             “Christ Be My Leader”                LSB #861 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   


