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John 20.19-31 

“Breaking and Enter” 

4/23/17 - Second Sunday of Easter 

LCVH 

 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Grace, mercy, and peace to you 

from God our Father and our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 I really enjoy a good heist movie. Films like Ocean’s Eleven, Inception, and Kelly’s 

Heroes are just fun to watch. They usually have a similar premise: a group of con artists desire 

some kind of highly valued prize that belongs to an adversary and is locked away. So in order to 

retrieve this prize, they organize an elaborate plan to get around the adversary’s security to break 

in and take it. In Ocean’s Eleven George Clooney and his associates plan to rob three casinos of 

$150 million dollars. In the mind twisting movie Inception Leonardo DiCaprio and his team 

enter a big time CEO’s dreams to force him to break up his huge corporation. And throughout 

Kelly’s Heroes Clint Eastwood leads his squad of American GIs thirty miles behind enemy lines 

to rob a bank holding $16 million dollars of Nazi gold. When we watch these movies we’re 

intrigued by the con artists’ plans and wonder how they’ll get around the security to pull off their 

caper. And even though what they’re doing is illegal, we root for the con artists. We want them 

to defeat their adversaries and retrieve the locked away prize. 

 Well let’s switch gears away from heist movies to a different story. This story takes place 

on a Sunday in a room where a group of men had gathered. These men had locked all the doors 

and were hiding there. They were hiding because they were afraid they’d be arrested. You see, 

just a few days earlier, their leader had been arrested, tried, tortured, and executed. These men 

were, of course, Jesus’ disciples, and since the previous Thursday night their lives had been 

completely turned upside down. They had witnessed Judas, one of their closest friends, betray 

Jesus, and after a brief scuffle, they all ran away as Jesus was arrested. Now for the most part we 
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don’t know where the disciples were the rest of that night through Sunday morning. We do know 

that John and Peter were at the temple where Peter denied Jesus three times. And we also know 

that at least one of them, John, actually witnessed Jesus’ crucifixion and death. And so at some 

point the disciples hid away in this locked room. They hid because they didn’t want to be 

arrested and killed. But maybe they also hid because they were ashamed that they had so easily 

deserted Jesus. And so they hid locked away in that room seeking some sort of security and 

safety. 

 Needless to say, recent events had affected every aspect of the disciples’ being. They 

were certainly in an emotional fog. Jesus, whom they loved dearly, was taken from them and 

killed. Guilt and shame must’ve overwhelmed them for deserting their Lord. They were certainly 

also a psychological train wreck. They undoubtedly saw brutal violence. Peter chopped off a 

man’s ear with a sword and John witnessed Jesus’ bloodied and mangled body hammered to 

wooden beams, hearing his screams of pain and seeing his blood pour out of his body. Most 

people simply can’t dismiss violence like this out of their minds. The disciples were certainly 

physically exhausted since people who experience trauma are often unable to get much sleep or 

stomach much food. Mentally, their own thoughts must’ve been torturing them. What was the 

point of the last three years they’d spent with Jesus? How could Jesus die when he had the power 

to raise others back to life? How could they’ve deserted their close friend so quickly? Finally, 

spiritually, the disciples must’ve felt defeated. Their teacher, whom they believed to be the 

Messiah, was dead. What were they to believe in now? Why did this happen? Where was God in 

all of this? Hiding in that room had to have been an awful experience. They were locked in that 

room because of outside fears, and they were locked with their internal distresses and sorrows. 

Those locks kept others out of that room, but they also kept the disciples in that room. 
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 It seems to me that we have similar locks in our lives too. We’re not locked in actual 

rooms, but we do have mechanisms in our lives that keep others out or keep us in certain 

situations. Bad relationships or abusive conditions can lead one to not trust anyone, locking 

others out of potentially healthy relationships. Various defense mechanisms that a person may 

develop keep others out, preventing possible emotional connections. Addictive behaviors lock 

someone into repeating the same destructive patterns. Failures or rejections can keep a person 

locked into feeling worthless or unlovable. And then there’s sin, which, by its very nature creates 

separation. Sin locks us away from authentic relationships with each other, and it locks us into 

self-serving pride. But more importantly, sin locks us away from our God, severing our 

relationship with him. Like the disciples, we’re locked away in rooms created by sin, which also 

means we’re inevitably locked into eventual death. A heist of sorts is needed to break us out of 

these locks, and only a divine heist could ever break us out of them.   

 In a way the Old Testament details God’s elaborate plan for his divine heist. Through the 

promises that God gave his people, he laid out his scheme to break into the hearts of people and 

retrieve them as his valued prize. The actual caper began when Jesus came to earth as a human. 

God’s breaking and entering really got rolling when Jesus began his ministry. And the heist 

culminated with the events of Holy Week: Jesus’ betrayal, arrest, fake trial, flogging, crucifixion, 

death, burial, and ultimately resurrection! Jesus conned his adversaries, sin, death, and Satan, 

into believing they had won when he died. But his death was actually what sealed his victory 

over sin, death, and the devil. Therefore, with his resurrection, Jesus went to retrieve his prize. 

Jesus has broken through every lock emplaced by his adversaries, and he has and continues to 

retrieve sinful people out of the rooms they’ve been locked away in. 

 And some of the first locks the resurrected Jesus broke through were not only the 
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physical locks they’d set up, but the spiritual locks in the disciples’ hearts. No locks could keep 

Jesus out. He broke in and entered that room without actually breaking anything but by simply 

appearing right in the middle of them. Bam! He immediately spoke peace to the disciples and 

gave them the Holy Spirit. He gave the disciples, who were his valued prize, his own heavenly 

treasures. No self-imposed locks, literal, emotional, or spiritual, could keep Jesus from retrieving 

the broken hearts of his closest friends to bring them forgiveness and healing. 

 Jesus pulled off his heist to retrieve the disciples, and he’s been pulling off this same 

heist for two thousand years. And to retrieve you, Jesus has broken through all the locks in your 

life and has entered into your heart. Jesus has forgiven you and broken sin’s lock on you by 

taking your sin upon himself. Jesus gives you his peace and has given you the Holy Spirit. Jesus 

also breaks into all the emotional, physical, and spiritual locks in your life in order to join you in 

your suffering and pain. This is God’s divine heist that he schemed and carried out for you to 

retrieve you from the locks of sin, death, and the devil. 

 So heist movies usually end with the con artists pulling off their elaborate schemes and 

retrieving whatever treasured prize they were seeking. They defeat their adversaries, have a 

celebration, and then get to enjoy the benefits of their prize. Sometimes, the heist movies even 

have a sequel where another crazy scheme is pulled off. God’s divine heist through Jesus, while 

complete, isn’t over. There’s a sequel coming. Christ has promised to return and retrieve you 

again. And when God pulls of this heist, he will completely free you of any remaining locks that 

sin, death, and the devil may have on you. This second divine heist will be the last, with no more 

sequels, and as resurrected persons we will eternally praise the one who has retrieved us, our 

resurrected Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. And until then we celebrate the first heist that Jesus 

has done for us by crying out: Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen. 


