
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Luke Watt –vicar@vestavialutheran.org– (402 ) 853-3514 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT: Abby Cahill- abbycahill@vestavialutheran.org 

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

April 2, 2017 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN    “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”       LSB #490 (v. 1-4) 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY                Psalm 103; John 11:22 
 

“I am the resurrection and the life.   

He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 

And whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” 
 

For He knows our frame; 

He remembers that we are dust. 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

And forget not all His benefits. 
 

Who forgives all your iniquity, 

Who heals all your diseases. 
 

Who redeems your life from the pit, 

Who crowns you with steadfast love. 
 

“I am the resurrection and the life.   

He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 

And whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty, everlasting God, Your Son has assured forgiveness of sins and 

deliverance from eternal death. Strengthen us by Your Holy Spirit that our 

faith in Christ may increase daily and that we may hold fast to the hope 

that on the Last Day we shall be raised in glory to eternal life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT                Ezekiel 37:1-14 

(The Valley of Dry Bones) 
1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the 

LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he 

led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of 

the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can 

these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the 

LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 

you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to 

come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 

live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, 

and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I 

looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, 

and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to 

me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus 

says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these 

slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 

came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great 

army. 11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 

clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And 

I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, 

when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14And I 

will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own 

land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, 

declares the LORD.” 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE                 Romans 8:1-11 

(Life in the Spirit) 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For 

the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 

death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin 

in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled 

in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those 

who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. 7For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not 

submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please 

God. 9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 

belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, 

the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 

from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also 

give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

-Please Stand for the Gospel Preparation Hymn- 
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GOSPEL PREPARATION HYMN “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” LSB #461 (v.1) 

 

 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                John 11:17-27, 38-53 

(I Am the Resurrection and the Life) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the eleventh chapter.   

   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 

four days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 
20So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary 

remained seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask 

from God, God will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 

day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 

me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me 

shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that 

you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 
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man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead 

four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would 

see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes 

and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always 

hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may 

believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said these things, he cried out with a 

loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had died came out, his hands 

and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to 

them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he 

did, believed in him, 46but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them 

what Jesus had done. 47So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the 

Council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48If we 

let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come 

and take away both our place and our nation.” 49But one of them, Caiaphas, who 

was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 50Nor do you 

understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not 

that the whole nation should perish.” 51He did not say this of his own accord, but 

being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 
52and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who 

are scattered abroad. 53So from that day on they made plans to put him to death. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED             (inside back LSB cover) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        “I Am the Bread of Life”       (v. 1,4,5) 
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SERMON 

“Lord, If You Had Been There…” 

John 11:21 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERTORY              “We Give Thee But Thine Own”      LSB #781 (v. 1-2) 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Lord, in your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER             (inside back LSB cover) 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”  LSB #819   

 “O Blessed Spring”     LSB #595 

“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”    LSB #685  

    

POST COMMUNION PRAYER       

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you.       

   The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.   

The Lord lift up his favor upon you and T give you peace.   

  Amen.  
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~NEW MEMBER WELCOME~ 

(10:30 Service) 

 

Jack and Madelyn Bauman  

Carol Doty-Bennett 

Ben & Kristy Burkart 

Judith Cooley 

L.J. Harris 

Tristin Hunt 

Kathleen Tate 

Don & Barb Walton 
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CLOSING HYMN    “The Day of Resurrection”       LSB #478 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

 
 

 

Holy Week 

 

April 9  Palm Sunday   Worship at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

      Children’s Processional at 10:30 a.m. 

 

April 13 Maundy Thursday  Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

      First Communion for 5th graders 

 

April 14 Good Friday    Tenebrae Service at 7:00 p.m. 

 

April 16 Easter Sunday   Worship at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

      Breakfast begins at 8:45 a.m. 

      Easter Egg Hunt at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Remember to bring a flower to decorate the Easter Cross!  

 

+          +          + 
 

 

Sunday, April 23  

Regular Worship at 8:00 a.m. 

Children’s Praise Service at 10:30 a.m. 


