
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Luke Watt –vicar@vestavialutheran.org– (402 ) 853-3514 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT: Abby Cahill- abbycahill@vestavialutheran.org 

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
  

February 5, 2017 
 

    

OPENING HYMN            “Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten”               LSB # 914 
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INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 
   

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. 
 

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

 O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.    

  Amen. 
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PSALMODY                                                                               Psalm 96:1-6; 43:3 

      Psalm 96:1–6 Psalm 96:1–6 

O send out Your light and Your truth, let them lead me; 

Let them bring me to Your holy hill and to Your dwelling places. 

 

Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 

tell of His salvation from day to day. 

 

Declare his glory among the nations, 

His marvelous works among all the peoples! 

 

For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 

He is to be feared above all gods. 

 

For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, 

but the LORD made the heavens. 

 

Splendor and majesty are before him; 

strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

 

O send out Your light and Your truth, let them lead me; 

Let them bring me to Your holy hill and to Your dwelling places. 
 

GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, You called us out of darkness into light so that we will show 

forth Your praise in all the world; shine in our hearts; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

 

 



6 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                  Isaiah 58:8-10 
 

(Light Breaks Forth) 
8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up 

speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be 

your rear guard. 9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and 

he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of 

the finger, and speaking wickedness, 10if you pour yourself out for the hungry 

and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness and 

your gloom be as the noonday. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)               “Arise! Shine!”               Arr. T. Fetke 

 

Arise! Shine! The morning has come. Arise! Shine! The darkness is gone. 

Jesus is the Light of the world. O lift up your eyes and arise! Shine! 

The morning has come. Arise! Shine! The darkness is gone. 

Jesus is the Light of the world. O lift up your eyes and arise! 

Lift up your eyes to the heavens and see the light of His kingdom and crown. 

Lift up your voice to the Savior and sing, His glorious praise we will sound. 

Stand and be counted Jesus the Savior proclaim. 

Angels surround Him, join in the praise of His name! 

Look up and see in the light of His face our hope of the glory to be.  

Heaven, the gift of His marvelous grace, forever with Jesus the King. 

Stand and be counted, Jesus the Savior proclaim. 

Angels surround Him, join in the praise of His name! 

Arise! Shine! The morning has come. Arise! Shine! The darkness is gone. 

Jesus is the Light of the world. O lift up your eyes and arise, arise, arise! 
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EPISTLE                        I Corinthians 2:1-16 
 

(Proclaiming Christ Crucified) 
1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the 

testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing 

among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3And I was with you in 

weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4and my speech and my message were 

not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 

power, 5that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of 

God. 6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom 

of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7But we 

impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages 

for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they 

would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

nor the heart of man imagined, 

what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches 

everything, even the depths of God. 11For who knows a person’s thoughts except 

the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the 

thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit 

of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things 

freely given us by God. 13And we impart this in words not taught by human 

wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are 

spiritual. 14The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for 

they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are 

spiritually discerned. 15The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be 

judged by no one. 16“For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to 

instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 5:13-20 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
 

   

 

(Salt and Light) 
13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how 

shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be 

thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 14“You are the light of the world. 

A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people light a lamp and put it 

under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the 

same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.17“Do not think that I have 

come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but 

to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an 

iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore 

whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to 

do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does 

them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  
20“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
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 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 

APOSTLES’ CREED             (inside back LSB cover) 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR (10:30)                        “This Little Gospel Light of Mine” 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                             “Thy Strong Word”                   LSB #578 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



11 

 

SERMON 

“Hide It Under a Bushel? No! I’m Gonna Let It Shine!” 

Matthew 5:13-20 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER             (inside back LSB cover) 

 

SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  

 

AGNUS DEI 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”  LSB #637 

 “Bring Forth the Kingdom”     Choir (10:30) 

 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”   LSB #802 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”   LSB #411 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake Your have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children, but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
 

BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

CLOSING HYMN                 “Thy Strong Word”                 LSB #578 (v. 4-6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5  Give us lips to sing Thy glory,   6  God the Father, light-creator, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,       To Thee laud and honor be. 

    Throats that shout the hope that fills us,      To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name.       Praise be sung eternally. 

    Alleluia, alleluia!            Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    May the light which Thou dost send      Glory, glory be to Thee. 

    Fill our songs with alleluias,       Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Alleluias without end!        Praise the Holy Trinity! 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  


