
 

 
 

  “A Christian lives not in himself, but in Christ and his neighbor. 

Otherwise he is not a Christian. He lives in Christ through faith, in 

his neighbor through love; by faith he is caught up beyond himself 

into God, by love he sinks down beneath himself into his neighbor;                             

yet he always remains in God and in His love”  

(Martin Luther – “Treatise on Christian Liberty” 1520). 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

MERCY MISSION SUNDAY 

January 29, 2017 

 

PRELUDE 

 

OPENING HYMN         “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service”            LSB #848 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 
  

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit.  Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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PSALM                  Psalm 136:1 and Luke 6:36; Psalm 103 

 

O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endures forever. 

 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

           The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.  

 He will not always chide:  neither will he keep his anger forever.                 

He has not dealt with us according to our iniquities.                                                    

For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward us. 

As far as the east is from the west,                                                                                            

so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

  

O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endures forever. 

 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Lord God, Almighty, even as You bless Your servants with various and 

unique gifts of the Holy Spirit, continue to grant us the grace to use them 

always to Your honor and glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

 Amen. 
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FIRST READING                         Galatians 6:1-10 

(Bear One Another’s Burden) 
1Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should 

restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be 

tempted. 2Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3For if 

anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4But let 

each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself 

alone and not in his neighbor. 5For each will have to bear his own load. 
6One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who 

teaches. 7Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that 

will he also reap. 8For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap 

corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal 

life. 9And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if 

we do not give up. 10So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 

everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM                    M. Cabaniss 

“Walk in the Light” 

Walk in the light of God’s love.  Live in the truth of His grace. 

Share ev’ry where all the hope that’s within you.  Walk in the light of God’s love. 

Grow in the light of God’s peace.  Show all the world He is real. 

Live ev’ry day with the gift of forgiveness.  Grow in the light of God’s peace. 

We are walking in the light of God, we are walking in the light of God. 

We are walking in the light of God, we are walking in the light of God. 

We are walking, walking, we are walking, oh, we are walking in the light of God. 

We are walking, walking, we are walking, oh, we are walking in the light of God. 

Si-ya-hamb’ e ku-kha-nyen’ kwen-khos. 

Walk in the light of God’s love. Live in the truth of His grace. 

Share ev’ry where all the hope that’s within you. 

Walk in the light of His love.  Share ev’ry where all the hope that’s within you. Walk in the light of God’s love. 
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SECOND READING                           II Corinthians 8:1-14 
 

(Sharing in the Privileged Service to the Saints) 
 

1We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given 

among the churches of Macedonia, 2for in a severe test of affliction, their 

abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 

generosity on their part. 3For they gave according to their means, as I can 

testify, and beyond their means, of their own free will, 4begging us earnestly for 

the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5and this, not as we 

expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God 

to us. 6Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should 

complete among you this act of grace. 7But as you excel in everything—in faith, 

in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that 

you excel in this act of grace also. 8I say this not as a command, but to prove by 

the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. 9For you know the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 

became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 10And in this 

matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to 

do this work but also to desire to do it. 11So now finish doing it as well, so that 

your readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what 

you have. 12For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a 

person has, not according to what he does not have. 13I do not mean that 

others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness 
14your abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that their 

abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE  

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 9:35-38 

(Jesus Has Compassion on the People and Calls His People to be Compassionate) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

35And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every 

disease and every affliction. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for 

them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
38therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into 

his harvest.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED               

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY       “Your Hand, O Lord in Days of Old”                   LSB #846 
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SERMON 

“Our Opinion of Ourselves Shapes Our Conduct Toward Others” 

Galatians 6:2-3 

Pastor Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH       

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth       

     as it is in heaven; 

  give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

   as we forgive those       

  who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom        

 and the power and the glory      

 forever and ever.  Amen. 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way”   LSB #857 

 “We Are the Light of the World” (10:30 a.m.)  Choir 

 “O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”    LSB #856 

 “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”   LSB #839 

  

 

+SHIRK RECOGNITION+ 

 Adopted Medical Missionaries  
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BENEDICTION (8:00 a.m.) 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 

CHORAL DOXOLOGY (10:30 a.m.)            J. Owens 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

 

-The service concludes on the following page with the Sending Hymn.- 
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SENDING HYMN             “Lord of All Hopefulness”                   LSB #738 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.        

   Thanks be to God.  

 

-ALL ARE INVITED TO STAY AFTER LATE SERVICE FOR A 

FELLOWSHIP MEAL WITH THE SHIRK FAMILY- 


