
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Luke Watt –vicar@vestavialutheran.org– (402 ) 853-3514 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT: Abby Cahill- abbycahill@vestavialutheran.org 

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
  

January 15, 2017 
 

 

OPENING HYMN         “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”       LSB # 405 (v. 1-4) 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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BAPTISMAL ADDRESS 

Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, "All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.  Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."  In the last chapter of Mark our Lord 

promises, "Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved."  And the 

apostle Peter has written, "Baptism now saves you." 

 

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful 

and are under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own.  We 

would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting 

condemnation.  But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son 

Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY                Psalm 29 

Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 

Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 

 

The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 

The God of glory thunders, the LORD, over many waters. 

 

The voice of the LORD is powerful. 

The voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 

 

The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 

The LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 

 

May the LORD give strength to his people! 

May the LORD bless His people with peace! 

 

Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 

Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Heavenly Father, at the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, You 

proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.  

Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your 

children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                    Isaiah 42:1-9 
 

(The Servant of the Lord) 
1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have 

put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry 

aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not 

break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth 

justice. 4He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in 

the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. 5Thus says God, the LORD, who 

created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what 

comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk 

in it: 6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the 

hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the 

nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the 

dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the LORD; that is my 

name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. 9Behold, the 

former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they 

spring forth I tell you of them.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)           “Washed Anew”        T. Keesecker 

Washed anew with life-giving water, bathed and cleansed, Kyrie, Kyrie eleison! 

Thirsting for knowledge, thirsting for truth, Jesus, you have set us free.  

Like gentle rainfall, like morning dew, clear and clean our hearts will be. 

Washed anew with life-giving water, bathed and cleansed, Kyrie, Kyrie eleison! 

Cast off all weakness, cast off all sin, with his death we’ve been reborn. 

A mighty ocean, a quiet stream, rising, greet a glorious morn. 

Washed anew with life-giving water, bathed and cleansed, Kyrie, Kyrie eleison! 

Come sing God’s praises, come to the feast, Christ is risen from the grave. 

A flooding river, a raging sea, trembling, stand among the saved. 

Washed anew with life-giving water, bathed and cleansed, Kyrie eleison! 
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EPISTLE                               Romans 6:1-11 
 

(We are United with Christ in Holy Baptism) 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By 

no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of 

us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We 

were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life. 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self 

was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, 

so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been 

set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also 

live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 

again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to 

sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE   
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HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 3:13-17 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

  

   

 

(The Baptism of Jesus by John) 

 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 
14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do 

you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting 

for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was 

baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were 

opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming 

to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, 

with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 

APOSTLES’ CREED             (inside back LSB cover) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY (8:00) “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized”  LSB #596 (v. 1-4) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  (10:30)          “The First Song of Isaiah                J.N. White 
 

Choir: Verses  

Congregation and Choir: Refrain 

*To start the choir sings the refrain first time and congregation joins in the second time.  
 

Refrain: 

 
 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
 

Refrain 
 

Make his deeds known among the peoples;  

see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, and this is known in all the world. 
 

Refrain 
 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, 

For the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
 

Refrain (sung twice) 
 

SERMON 

“Surely!” 

Matthew 28:19-20 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER             (inside back LSB cover) 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

 “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”  LSB #590 

 “Breath of the Living God”    Choir (10:30) 

 “O Blessed Spring”     LSB #595 

“Jesus Loves Me”     LSB #588 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake Your have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children, but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
 

BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN                 “How Firm a Foundation”                  LSB #728 

 

 

 

 
 

5 “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove 

My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn, 

Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.” 
 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

   Thanks be to God.  


