
    

 
 

 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness.”  

– Genesis 1:26  
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  
January 22, 2017 

Life Sunday 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN        “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”        LSB #791 (v.1-4) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

 In the name of God the Father who created us;  

  Who made us in the image of God. 
 

In the name of God the Son who redeemed us; 

  Who restored us to the image of God. 
 

 In the name of the Holy Spirit who calls us; 

  Who sanctifies us in the image of God. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Amen. 
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RESPONSE        “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”          LSB #791 (v. 5) 

 

 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT                 Genesis 1:26-31 
 

(Created in the Image of God) 
26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 

over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 

creeps on the earth.” 27So God created man in his own image, in the image of 

God he created him; male and female he created them. 28And God blessed them. 

And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it 

and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 

over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And God said, “Behold, I have 

given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every 

tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of 

the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the 

earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for 

food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it 

was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

   Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE           Ephesians 4:21-24 
 

(God Desires to Renew Our Fallen Image) 
21Assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is 

in Jesus, 22 Put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and 

is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23and to be renewed in the spirit of your 

minds, 24and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true 

righteousness and holiness. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

ALLELUIA VERSE              “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”               LSB #816 
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HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 6:25-34 
 

(God’s Value and Care for Human Life) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

 Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
25“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 

what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more 

than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air: they 

neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And which of you by being 

anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28And why are you anxious 

about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil 

nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 

of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of 

little faith? 31Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 

shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For the Gentiles seek after all these 

things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33But seek first 

the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 

you. 34“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be 

anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CREED      The First Article:  Creation 

 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

What does this mean? 
 

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my 

body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, 

and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and 

drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He 

richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and 

life. He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all 

evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 

without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and 

praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE         “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”    LSB #790 (v.1-3, 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

    Let the Amen 

    Sound from His people again; 

Gladly forever adore Him! 
 

SERMON                        “What Makes Us Human?” 

Genesis 1:26 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

VOLUNTARY 
 

OFFERING 
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OFFERTORY                       “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”                LSB #806 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord, in your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  
  

LORD’S PRAYER              
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Amen.  
 

DISTRIBUTION 

 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”   LSB #802   

 “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”   LSB #819 

 “O Worship the King”     LSB #804 

 “Beautiful Savior”      LSB #537   

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of 

power and peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those 

who have come to saving faith. May Your Word pass from ear to the heart, 

from the heart to the hand, and from hand to life that, as You promised, 

Your Word may achieve the purpose for which You send it; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN   “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”     LSB #811 (v. 1-2, 4-5) 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Creator, humbly I implore You 

    To listen to my earthly song 

Until that day when I adore You, 

    Together with the angel throng 

And learn with choirs of heav’n to sing 

Eternal anthems to my King. 
 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace, Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 


