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INTRODUCTION: 
Good day! I am Rev. Dr. Duane Clinker, talking to you today on the inclusive love of Jesus. I am 
baring witness to the full presence of God’s love in followers of Jesus not just who are 
heterosexual such as I, but those of all orientations, including persons who are gay and 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered, and queer and others in the community of Christ. I have 
pastored such churches and have seen how the experience of all of us in Christ, fully and 
openly as God created us to be, has enriched us ALL in the church.  
  

•   May God bless this church, Westford United Methodist, as it discerns together how 
to step out boldly in the Way of Jesus, under the leadership of Dr. Hong and the whole 
church as they wrestle with these issues of justice and love.  

  
•   Understanding that these things (how we treat and learn to respect each other with 
our different gifts), is vital to our faith, especially in troubled times such as these.  

  
•   We are confronted by many things: COVID, polarized politics, legacies of deep 
systemic racism in our nation, and an environment in deep trouble, among the normal 
anxieties of life. 

  
•   In such times, the understanding that the gospel of Jesus is inclusive of all that is 
good and opposed to all that oppresses, is critical for our lives together.  

  
•   This question of what the Love of God requires from us all when we experience the 
reality that not everyone is born or called by the Creator to heterosexuality is so 
important and touches us deeply. 

  
•   This homosexual/homophobia religious thing is tearing families apart. It has and is 
destroying lives of persons who have been condemned for being created as 
homosexual. It has made some of us self-righteous. It has distorted the core teachings 
of Jesus. It has often denied the church — by the church’s silence and exclusion — the 
full range of Christian testimony and gifts within the faith community. The pain and 
suffering of all of this is enormous. 

  
I know this from my experience: When faithful Christians don’t stand up for Love and Justice, 
it hurts the world. It hurts our families and our own souls.  
  



And when it comes to justice, I can personally testify that God doesn’t always let US pick and 
choose the issues we feel comfortable with! Sometimes the Spirit pulls and tugs us into 
consideration of things we need to know, but which make us at first, uncomfortable. In this 
reflection I pray you may hear anew, or for the first time, the inclusive call of Christ on all our 
lives. 
  
I want to make TWO quick points here. I won’t be able to fully explore them but will do so in 
the virtual conversation and question and answer that follows worship this Sunday. 
Point One: Those who condemn the expression of loving sexual commitment and relationship 
among persons who are lesbian, bisexual, gay, transgendered; and queer or others, based on a 
few misunderstood verses of the Bible are wrong. 
  
Point Two: God’s love demands full inclusion of differently gendered people along with the 
rest of us. God has given us different gifts for an expanding circle of love and justice. God 
expands our borders. The scriptures themselves teach this for those with eyes to see and ears 
to hear. 
So first, POINT ONE: Right now, we who call ourselves Christian have a problem. WE STAND 
NOW IN A WORLD IN WHICH OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE BIBLE HAS BEEN QUITE LITERALLY 
HIJACKED BY THE PERVERSE AND UN-GOSPEL CREED OF BIBLICAL FUNDAMENTALISM AND 
LITERALISM THAT HAS NARROWED AND DISORIENTED JESUS’ GOSPEL OF GRACE AND LOVE 
FOR ALL HUMANKIND. 
  

•   The poison is: THAT THE BIBLE TEACHES that every word in the Bible is factually and 
historically and scientifically and literally true about every subject that it talks about or 
to which refers.  
•   But it isn’t, and it never was Jesus himself didn’t treat scripture that way.  

  
•   This poison makes faith a matter of dogmatic words, and not of inclusive love. Many 
of the writings included in the Bible were never written or meant to be taken as literal 
history or even less as scientific truth.  

  
•   Scripture in its core calls on us to worship a God of love and justice. It doesn’t 
demand we worship Bible. IT SIMPLY DOESN’T TEACH THIS! The Bible is not God. It is 
useful in learning about God. 

  
•   Remember this:  
•   The Bible is not one book but 66 written down by many different people, with stories 
and perspectives on God gathered a thousand years or so, from wildly different 
contexts and situations. And quite frankly with different ideas about how God works 
and what God wants. 
•   Most of the Bible was written in the within male dominated, societies with 
patriarchal rules about property, an acceptance of slavery as normal, all of which 



influenced what seemed proper in sex, (and which often stripped love and faithfulness 
in sexual love away from the experience).  

  
•   But that doesn’t mean that God endorsed the need to accept these things as God’s 
norm, or desire: that slavery is the will of God, or that women are second-class, or that 
all homosexuals are inherently ungodly. 

  
FUNDAMENTALISM MAKES A WRONG CONCLUSION ABOUT THE CONTEXT OF SCRIPTURE, and 
it has done so time and time again. IT DEFENDED SLAVERY AS GOD’S WILL, It defended SEXISM 
THAT denied property rights and leadership to women. AND it has BEEN USED TO build A 
RELIGIOUS WALL BETWEEN HOMOSEXUALS AND HETEROSEXUALS. 
  
Fundamentalism believes the Bible teaches that homosexuality is a sin, based not on the 
whole story of scripture, but on the way, they read about 12 verses of scripture, out of the 
entire 66 books of the Bible.  
  
We can discuss these specifically if you want in the discussion session in detail if you wish and I 
think you will be surprised by how weak the fundamentalist interpretation is, not to mention 
their denial of example after example from scripture, and the lived human experience of God’s 
love, that contradicts them. 
  
These few verses are used as “hammer texts” to literally beat back the full inclusion of LGBTQ 
folks in churches and society. In doing so, they distort the inclusion of the Jesus of scripture. 
BUT None of these dozen verses NEVER refer to what’s at issue now for the church: loving, 
faithful partnerships, relationships and marriages by consenting, faithful LGBTQ adults, and 
their full participation in the church.  
  
Here’s the thing: these proof texts they use actually compose about 4/1000 of one percent of 
the verses of the Bible. 
  
1/1000 of one percent should not be used to reverse the clear direction of scripture in the 
prophets and Jesus! 
  
IF Love is true, and God is love, then these texts are distortions, not fair representations of the 
Way of Jesus.  
  
How could honest people get things so wrong? Well, it is true that we “see from where we 
stand.”  
  
If we stand in the middle of oppression and if assume that the oppression is God’s way, then 
we will see and hear for what we are looking for, even if it's only in a dozen verses of the 
Bible.  
We will look for and find what we expect to see, even if it's only in a tiny fraction of 
misconstrued texts. 



  
But if we seek to see from a position of one hungry for an outbreak of love and justice, we will 
see the context of things differently. And God’s call to create communities in which love and 
justice can both flourish will become visible.  
  
When we see through those eyes of hunger, we get broken open ourselves, and the thousand 
texts of love and inclusion in the Bible leap into view. 
  
Jesus chose the second method of interpretation of scripture. 
WHICH BRINGS ME TO MY SECOND POINT, which is about seeing Biblical stories that clearly 
demonstrate the inclusive way and direction of the gospel.  
  

•   But to see clearly, we need to see and listen and grow from the Way and perspective 
of God’s prophets as described by them and by Jesus. 

  
•   God’s way of love cures spiritual blindness, but we have to be willing to look and see 
new things. 

  
Where are the texts that describe the full inclusion of folks beyond heterosexual gender in the 
faith? Well, perhaps they are hidden in plain sight.  
  
My second point is to share one of these contexts and stories that are hidden in plain sight. 
Let me tell you about Eunuchs, some sexually different people that appear in the Bible. 
Eunuchs exist in many cultures as male or female.  
  
Certainly, many of them are what we would today call “gay.” In Biblical culture, they were 
often males who were excluded from the priesthood because they were considered to be 
persons with damaged genitalia. 
  
The Bible says, (in one verse in Deuteronomy and one verse in Leviticus), that such eunuchs 
with defective should be excluded from serving the Lord in the priesthood of the temple 
because they are sexually different from the norm. 
  
But there is a counter teaching to this right in the Old Testament in the 56th chapter of the 
prophet Isaiah. Speaking for God, the prophet says to NOT forbid eunuchs as priests because 
God includes them and blesses them specifically. It's a clear contradiction, based on different 
assumptions. 
  
Which way will you choose? Which way will followers of Jesus choose? And, why? While the 
fundamentalist often say there are only two genders, male and female, Jesus in Matthew 19 
clearly says there is more going on in creation than that. “Some people,” notes Jesus, are 
different. Some, “are eunuchs.” And Jesus says explicitly that some are eunuchs by birth, and 
some by choice. It’s right there. It’s just ignored, unseen by those who are not looking to see 
inclusion. 



  
So let me tell you a story from the 8th chapter of Acts. Jesus has been crucified, and Easter has 
happened, but now the followers find themselves without the living physical presence of Jesus 
- but still sensing his Spirit and knowing the direction of his ministry. 
  
They experience their Pentecost moment. They describe it as the ushering in of a new time 
poured out on all forms and conditions of humanity. They are overcome with love and courage 
and the ability (power) to put it all into action. 
  
They begin sharing and experiencing the awe and wonder of community of God’s radical love 
and the circle of its inclusion keeps growing, beyond what they expected. Their first circle of 
course was among fellow Jews. But then things started happening. . .  
  
Consider this teaching story from the eighth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. The disciple 
Philip has had an experience. He gets a message from an angel that God wants him to go to 
this wilderness road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza. So he goes and when he gets 
there, here comes a chariot and I suppose he thinks maybe that’s why he’s supposed to be 
here. And guess who is in the chariot? It is a eunuch from Ethiopia! (What are the chances? 
  
And what’s he supposed to do now?). Anyway, he notices that this African eunuch is 
apparently reading while he’s driving. (Apparently the horse knew the way), and so Philip 
hears of feels the Holy Spirit prodding him to “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” (This 
sounds like a ridiculous scene because it seems that Philip is running along side the chariot, 
which I think might be a little to forward, but he does it anyway and he notices that the 
eunuch from Africa is reading (guess what)?, Isaiah the prophet. So Philip asks, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” And the eunuch says, “How can I unless someone explains 
it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. And passage the eunuch is reading 
is one that the followers of Jesus saw as being about the injustice of the murder of Jesus by 
the authorities! And then the eunuch asked Philip, “Is the prophet talking about, himself or 
someone else?” Well, this is a subject Philip knows about! (And it's only a couple of chapters 
before that bit in Isaiah about “not forbidding the eunuch to participate in the worship of the 
Lord.”) So Philip tells him the good news about Jesus. 
  
As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is 
water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” 
  
Now here I think the whole Jesus movement comes to a turning point. Philip’s is at that fork in 
the road. Its in his hands. He’s a good Jew. He knows what Moses said in God’s name about 
men like eunuchs, “Don’t let them come near in the worship!” And he knows what Isaiah said 
in God’s name, “Don’t forbid the eunuchs!” So, in his mind he must be thinking, “OK, what to I 
tell this person?” And maybe then since he’s just been telling him the story of Jesus, he 
remembers what Jesus said about eunuchs and how he treated and included people. 
 



Philip’s got to choose. This Jesus movement thing hangs in the balance. Who is going to be 
included in it? Will he prohibit the eunuch because of the law of Moses in Leviticus and 
Deuteronomy or embrace him via Isaiah and Jesus? 
 
And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 
water and Philip baptized him.  
And the story turned and centered itself in God’s inclusive Love as proclaimed in Pentecost as 
“poured out on ALL flesh!” 
  
But then it kept going on. Peter is sent “by an angel” to the house of all people, a gentile 
Roman officer/overlord who seems to be being drawn to the Spirit of Jesus. Peter exhausted 
from his journey, goes to his outdoor roof and falls asleep. He must be also hungry from his 
journey because he dreams of a giant tablecloth being let down for heaven and the voice of 
God waking him up, saying, “Peter! Get up and eat.” But when Peter looks in the tablecloth it 
contains every foul and unclean animal prohibited by his tribe. “No, Lord!” he exclaims. “I 
have never eaten unclean animals!” But God shout’s back, “What I have made clean, you must 
not make unclean!”  
  
Peter like Philip, tells his brothers and sisters. Then word comes from Antioch (where Jewish 
followers have fled to escape the persecution of Jesus-Way people in Jerusalem), that gentiles 
who are uncircumcised have decided to follow Jesus, and have received the Holy Spirit - like 
the Jewish followers. 
  
Peter says, “I know now God is no respecter of persons/nations!”  And the church doesn’t 
exclude them because of proof texts and Moses law. . .it includes them because they realize 
that in Gods love in Christ is the accomplishment of all that clean/dirty little laws and now it is 
the open love of God breaking out all over. . .and in an expanding universal circle. And that’s 
the very core, in that story and a bit more and in, not a dozen, but thousands of verses 
pointing in the same direction. 
  
CONCLUSION: 
So, we can overcome! Writing a letter to the church in Corinth, Paul said, “The gospel, is not a 
matter of words, of talk, but of power.”  And POWER is nothing more than the ABILITY to TAKE 
ACTION, individuality and together in the full inclusion of Christ. And that’s the Good News!  
 
Enjoy the experience and take heart. May God Bless you this week. And may we all stand in 
this place of hunger for God’s love. And may we see it and hear it and be called to it as we live 
out this week. Amen 
 


