
Week 5: James 4&5 Leader’s Guide 

James 4 

1. In v. 6-10, James encourages humility in the believers. Why does God want us to be 
humble? Take your answer from the context of James chapter 4. 
He	wants	us	to	recognize	our	sinfulness	so	that	we	know	our	need	for	a	Savior.	James	
gives	many	examples	in	chapter	4	of	the	results	of	the	sin	of	pride.	These	things	affect	
our	relationship	with	God	and	with	one	another.		
	

2. What	is	James	getting	at	when	he	tells	us	to	grieve	and	mourn	in	v.9? After 
unpacking this meaning, incorporate Philippians 4:4 into your response. 
James	calls	us	to	repentance.	We	can	“be	miserable	and	mourn	and	weep”	before	the	
Lord	with	respect	to	our	sin,	even	as	we	“Rejoice	in	the	Lord	always,”	a	response	to	God	
who	lifts	us	up	as	we	humble	ourselves	before	Him.		
 

3. In v. 13-15, James does not discourage good planning, but rather a way in which we 
might carry out our lives in the world. How would you describe the life he warns 
against? In receiving James’ encouragement toward humility, what	does	it	look	like	
in	daily	life? 
In keeping with his theme of chapter 4, James warns against pride. All sin breaks the 1st 
commandment – we wish to be gods of ourselves, and at times, of others. James 
encourages us to be reminded that our lives are a gift of God, and are rightfully offered to 
Him each day in the context of our vocations. 
 

James 5 

4. After reading v.1-6 about the misuse of wealth, how would you describe a godly use 
of wealth? 
Treasure is stored up for a purpose, not for its own sake. Workers are treated fairly, with 
an employer recognizing that such a vocation is an opportunity to be a vehicle of God’s 
blessing and provision for individuals and families. Humbly receiving what is needed to 
live rather than spending for luxury and only for pleasure rather than for purpose. 
Regarding a righteous person rather than suppressing that witness. 

5. What prophets does James refer to as examples of patience and prayer? What was 
the outcome of their faithfulness? How is this an encouragement to you? 
Job’s endurance through suffering enabled him to see the day of the Lord’s mighty right 
hand to save and restore him. Elijah’s prayer changed the course of events, although he 
was just a man. These examples encourage us to remain steadfast and look for the answer 
of our Lord who is merciful and full of compassion. 

6. Of the various exhortations of James in v. 7-20, which do you find most convicting, 
encouraging, or surprising? Why? 
Answers will vary.   


