
Week 4: James 3 Leader’s Guide 

James 3:1-12 

1. In v. 3-5a, James gives two analogies (the horse’s bit and the ship’s rudder) to 
illustrate how what a person says can affect the course of his or her life. Can you 
think of any examples of this?  
Answers will vary. Words of a ruler or leader affect a country. Words of a CEO affect the 
performance and perception of a company. Words between family members affect 
relationships and well-being. 

2. In v. 5b-6, James compares the tongue to a small spark which can create a large, 
destructive fire. How can things a person says spread and destroy like fire? 
Again, answers will vary. Gossip or stirring up dissention is an obvious example. 
Encourage participants to give concrete examples. 

3. James uses strong language in this section: “world of evil,” “set on fire by hell,” 
“full of deadly poison.” Especially in light of verse 1, what is James guarding 
against? 
James is showing his pastoral side. He is concerned for the flock of believers and the 
effect that false teachers can have on them. The people are led by words, and thus the 
words are of utmost importance. It is even possible that the believers can be led away 
from their Lord Jesus Christ and lost. His words are strong because of his concern for the 
effect that the tongue may have on them. 

4. Take a moment to read the following verses to expand upon James 3:8-12. What can 
we do when we notice our words going astray? (Volunteers can read: Psalm 14:1, 
Matthew 12:34-37, Proverbs 10:11, Proverbs 4:23.) 
The tongue is a reflection of the heart. James states in verse 8 that it is impossible to tame 
the tongue. Certainly we can work to hold our tongues. The verses show that the impulses 
of the tongue come from the heart. When we notice our words going astray, we can 
repent. We can receive the forgiveness and cleansing of our faithful Savior, who alone 
has the power to change our hearts. We can lean on, trust, and rely upon Him as the Holy 
Spirit sanctifies and keeps us in the one true faith. The clean heart he creates anew in us 
will have an impact upon our tongue. 
 

James 3:13-18 

5. Where do we as Christians seek our wisdom from? 
Read Proverbs 9:10. Our wisdom as Christians comes from God and His wisdom, and not 
of that of the world, for the world’s wisdom is but foolishness in God’s sight (1 
Corinthians 3:19), since they boast in their own wisdom. Instead, we boast in the wisdom 
of the cross as Jesus. How does the world view this wisdom of God? In what ways do 
people reject this? 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. 

6. James 3:14-16 discusses what the world boasts in as wisdom. What are some 
examples of earthly things that the world boasts in as being wise and necessary to 
have? 



Power, authority, romantic love, money, grades, social status are just some of the many 
things that may be mentioned. Look at Matthew 6:19-20, and discuss what this say about 
placing our hope or finding wisdom in these earthly things. 

7. Read Galatians 5:22-23. How do these verses compare to James 3:17? 
Both talk about the fruits that come through the Holy Spirit. And just as Galatians 
discusses the fruits of the Spirt, James also makes reference to these. Read also vs 19-21 
of Galatians. The list given in Galatians represents some of the things that the world 
celebrates, jealousy and selfish ambition (vs 16) which leads to the things that are also 
listed in this verse.  

8. How do we sow righteousness among those we encounter? 
Reread James 3:18. Answers will vary, but some examples include can include: 
willingness to talk with someone outside ones normal friend group, helping an individual 
with an assignment or course work, actively listening to a problem that an individual is 
struggling with, comforting or being with someone during a difficult time, or showing 
someone kindness who is normally not given such kindness.  


