
Leader’s	Guide	for	The	Epistle	of	James	–	Week	3	

James	2	

Dear	Leader,	

As	always,	there	may	be	more	questions	than	fit	into	an	hours’	study	and	discussion.	Feel	free	to	review	the	
study	in	advance	and	narrow	it	down	to	the	questions	you	wish	to	use.		

Read	James	2:1-13.	
	
1. Why do we play favorites? 
 
We want to uphold our own reputations.  If we associate with the lowly, we will be viewed as such.  Yet, our Lord 
gave us an example to follow. Christ humbles Himself to become one of us. The giver of ‘every good and perfect 
gift’ has much to offer and does so, serving us on the cross and offering grace to us. A bankrupt person must rely 
on his associations. 

 
2. How are we rich in Christ? 
 
Christ made Himself poor so that we may be rich.  Our sins are forgiven and eternal life is ours.  Having been 
reconciled to God our Father through the love of the Son, the Holy Spirit works in us and fills us to overflowing, so 
that we have much to share (Galatians 5:22-23). We can look with the heart of Christ and love and serve our 
neighbor. 

 
3. How can we honor the poor? What are some other ‘low positions’ in the eyes of the world? 
 
We can befriend them, help them, provide for them. In following our Lord’s example, perhaps one of the greatest 
things a person made rich by Christ can do is to associate with those of low position (in the eyes of the world) in all 
kinds of respects.  
 
4. What is an example of associating with someone you normally would not? 
 
Answers may vary: sitting with the outcast at school, talking with someone who is lonely. It is not so much that we 
‘should do’ these things, but that when we see with the eyes of Christ another person whom He has created, gave 
His life for, and loves, then what we believe about them becomes evident in our actions. Actions will reveal true 
beliefs. True beliefs will cause actions that are pleasing to the Lord. If someone is in need of our love and service, 
Jesus says in Matthew 25:31-46 that it is actually HIM we are ministering to!  And that kind of service results not in 
our pride but in our greater humility. 
 
5. In what way does Mercy triumph over judgment? Can you think of some examples of this that we may see, 

even in our world? 
 
God forgives us for the sake of the death and resurrection of Jesus. And if we “speak and act as those who are to 
be judged by the law of liberty” (v.12), we will show mercy. What are some examples of this? We have the idea of 
clemency right in the law of our land. Governors and the President may waive the judgment and punishment of the 
law. Or a citizen of another land can either be granted asylum or be extradited by the judicial system. 
Another text that could be used is Matthew 20:1-16. The owner of the vineyard didn’t judge by the work that was 
done, but by his own mercy – each one needed a days’ wages to feed his family. 

	

Read	James	2:14-26.	

	
6. Compare	these	verses	in	James	to	Jesus’	words	in	Luke	6:43-49.	What	can	we	learn	about	true	faith	from	

these	verses?	What	about	“faith”	that	is	actually	a	sham?	Do	you	find	the	analogies	of	a	tree	or	the	
building	of	a	house	helpful?	

True	faith	bears	fruit.	“Faith”	which	does	not	act	is	not	true	faith;	it’s	a	sham.	These	verses	warn	us	against	
the	tendencies	of	our	sinful	nature	to	tell	ourselves	things	that	allow	us	to	remain	in	sin.	James	is	helping	us	
to	recognize	this	by	its	results.	



7. This	year	is	the	500th	anniversary	of	the	Reformation,	which	recaptured	the	truth	of	Scripture	that	we	
are	not	saved	by	our	good	works,	but	by	faith	alone.	Read	Ephesians	2:8-9	and	incorporate	the	truth	of	
this	verse	into	the	discussion.	Knowing	now	how	to	tell	true	faith	from	faith	that	is	a	deception,	if	we	are	
conscience-stricken	when	we	look	at	our	lives,	where	should	we	turn?	Where	do	we	look	for	the	
assurance	of	our	salvation?	Faith?	Works?	Somewhere	else?	

We	do	not	look	to	our	works.	We	do	not	even	look	to	our	own	faith,	lest	we	make	faith	into	a	work.		True	
faith	is	receiving	salvation	from	Christ.	Look	to	Christ.	Are	you	saved?	Look	at	Christ	on	the	cross.	Did	He	die	
for	you?	Did	He	rise	again	from	the	dead	to	offer	you	a	new	life,	which	you	received	in	your	baptism?	Yes.	
This	is	a	certainty.	Christ’s	finished	work	is	the	assurance	of	salvation.	Do	you	fall	short?	Repent	and	receive	
forgiveness.	“Where	there	is	forgiveness	of	sins,	there	is	also	life	and	salvation”	(Small	Catechism,	Sacrament	
of	the	Altar).		

8. James	2:14-26	keeps	us	from	falling	into	complacency,	while	Ephesians	2:8-9	keeps	us	from	falling	into	
despair.	In	the	same	way,	Paul	writes	about	Abraham’s	faith	accomplishing	righteousness	in	him	before	
God;	James	highlights	Abraham’s	righteousness	by	faith	proving	itself	out	before	us,	completing	the	
righteousness	he	was	given	as	righteousness	in	what	he	did.	Compare	Romans	4:2-5	to	James	2:21-23.	
Think	of	examples	when	a	person	would	need	to	hear	one,	or	the	other.	

A	person	in	despair	of	salvation	needs	to	know	that	the	righteousness	needed	for	salvation	is	entirely	a	gift	
of	God.	A	person	whose	actions	deny	the	Lord	in	whom	he	thinks	he	believes	needs	to	know	that	something	
is	wrong,	and	that	repentance	is	needed.		

9. While	at	times	these	verses	in	James	may	be	needed	to	diagnose	us	spiritually,	Scripture	often	
encourages	us	to	be	forgetful	about	the	works	the	Lord	does	through	us.	Read	Matthew	6:3	and	
Matthew	25:37-39.	Is	it	easy	or	hard	to	be	forgetful	about	our	good	works?	

	

In	summary,	consider	these	words	from	hymn	LSB	555	verse	9:	

	

Faith	clings	to	Jesus’	cross	alone	

And	rests	in	Him	unceasing;	

And	by	its	fruits	true	faith	is	known,	

With	love	and	hope	increasing.	

For	faith	alone	can	justify;	

Works	serve	our	neighbor	and	supply	

The	proof	that	faith	is	living.	

	


