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Two Churches

One

Trinity Lutheran (706) 886-6723
4041 Hwy 17 T Toccoa, GA
www.trinitytoccoa.com

Grace Lutheran (706) 754-6696
1121 HWY 441 N T Demorest, GA 1
www.graceclarkesville.com

CONTENT

“Servant of Christ” Award

Page 3

Page 10

Weekday Bible Class
Pastor Kehret

Trinity/Grace Picnic at
Delaine Tisdale’s Farm

Trinity Fall Yard Sale

Page 11

Pat Kemppainen

Start setting aside your
contributions now. It is easier
for the workers if you keep them
until the week before the sale.
If you are going to be out of
town at that time speak
with Pat Kemppainen to see
where the donations can
be kept. See you in October.

Prayer Corner

Jan Evans
Thrivent Financial
Article

Page 12
Grandparents are great!
9/11 Prayer

Ladies Bible Study

A New Serenity Prayer

Elnora Mila

Special dates
Page 4 & 5
VBS Thank you & News

Patriot Day
September 11, 2015

Page 6 & 7

Mite Box Sunday
September 13, 2015

Page 8 & 9
VBS Continued
VBS Photographs

Layperson William Gaik, a member
of Trinity / Toccoa, has been in the
District since he was 10 years old.
With this Convention he completed
his full term of service on the Board
of Directors as a regional lay representative and a member of the finance committee. He was elected to
the Synod Commission on Nominations during the Convention. Bill
Gaik’s service to his church is a
family tradition: his father was also
awarded the Doulos tou Christo
award.

Labor Day
September 7, 2015

Little Lionberger

September Calendar and
Steward Guide

Among the enduring Florida-Georgia
District Convention traditions is the
presentation of the Doulos tou
Christo — Servant of Christ — award
to a Commissioned Minister of Religion, a layperson and an ordained
minister. This year’s recipients have
served in a wide variety of congregational, regional and District capacities for decades

National Grandparents Day
September 13, 2015
Hispanic Heritage Month
September 15–October 15, 2015

Bill Gaik Awarded “Servant of Christ”
Award at Florida-Georgia
District Convention

First Day of Autumn
September 23, 2015
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Study based on
Hebrews Chapter 11

Religion and Science –
Issues and Intertwining
Beginning September 15 & 16
Tuesdays at Trinity – 4:00 p.m.
Wednesdays at Grace – 5:30 p.m.
Eight-week course exploring the history and
continuing relationship
between Christian theology and natural
science.
An introductory survey with time for
questions and discussion –
no final answers necessarily provided!

Ladies Wednesday Study to
begin September 9th
This insightful commentary by the minister of
Westminister Chapel in London, England,
makes Hebrews chapter 11 come alive as
never before. In addition to standard issues

related to faith, R.T. Kendall discusses oftendebated matters such as the sovereignty of
God, creation and prophecy.
Kendall's predecessor at Westminster Chapel,
Martyn Lloyd-Jones, is the one who coined
the phrase 'believing God' as a definition of
faith.
Kendall skillfully weaves that theme through
this book as he explores the nature of faith
through its heroes in Scripture.

Trinity Lutheran Church
Fall Yard Sale
Saturday, October 10th

8 am—1 pm

Set-up for
Yard Sale
begins after
the service on
October 4th
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THANK YOU!!! From HOMETOWN
NAZARETH - VBS 2015
There are so many people to thank for making
this VBS one of the best. But first and foremost,
we give thanks to God for calling everyone together, guiding our planning and preparations,
and watching over each of us during VBS Week.
Once again He answered our prayers and generously provided for all of our needs, acting
through the commitment and contributions of
the many talented volunteers. We had 31 energetic children (8 preschoolers!), 19 Youth Leaders and 32 Adult Leaders. This doesn’t count
the many other people who helped outside of
VBS Week to get things ready and to clean up.

Sparks, Amber Ramey
Fun & Games: Joseph Handwork, Kyle Pruitt,
Timmy & Tommy Tullis
The Amazing Marketplace Shopkeepers!!
BAKERY: Kelly Lehman, Amber Ramey
BASKET WEAVING: Sharon Morden, Sally
Hodges
BEAD BAZZAR: Joanna Jones
CARPENTRY: Larry Wertan, Dudley Volls
FOOD MARKET: Debbie Allen, Polly
Dellinger, Doe Sawicki, Bruce Norris, Karol
Sawicki
FARMER’S SHOP: Sally Hodges, Faye Farmer

THANKS to our terrific Tribe Leaders!!

OLIVE OIL SHOP: Judy Ling

Dorothy Klein, Sugey Hernandez, Nick Johnson,
Lane Tucker, Trey Keister, Jane Ann Quartel, Jamie Rades, Justin Masten, Hannah Pruitt, and
Christina Crawford. Preschool Leaders: Christina Pruitt, Becca Mills, Kyley Miller, and Nick
Simmons. And Avery Rades for shepherding
Lillian!

SYNAGOGUE SCHOOL: Jaron Lehman, Myra
Hellenga
Important People to VBS WEEK:
Hank Sawicki: Time Keeper
Debbie Allen, Mona Keister, Bette Brantley: July
18th Breakfast

Thank you to our Station Leaders, who took Terry Wertan & Robin Hubbard: Publicity
good material and made it OUTSTANDING!
CeCe Hennig & Peggy Saum: Registration and
Celebration (opening and closing): Jaron LehSecurity
man, Janice Parker, Mona Keister
Jerry Klein, Sid Lionberger, Pastor Keister:
Hometown Huddle: Opening: Pastor Kehret
Transportation
Closing: Pastor Keister
Bette Brantley: Helper Extraordinaire!
Music Time: Mona Keister, Janice Parker
Terry Wertan, Sid Lionberger, Dudley Volls:
Mary’s House: Monique Gautreaux, Bridget
photography
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Pastors Kehret & Keister: Technical support
and know-how

forcing the Bible verse for the day.

There was a special Hometown Huddle twice
Photo Credit Robin Hubbard
Debbie Allen, Doe Sawicki, Polly Dellinger,
each day. Our two
Bruce Norris for all of their work to have the
Pastor Dave’s made
family pizza lunch ready for over 70 of us
this time informative, Bible-focused, and fun!
on Friday. Thanks to George Adams for supply- We appreciate all of the time, encouragement,
ing the traditional watermelon.
and expertise that they gave to VBS!

Jan Baird, Peggy Saum, Dorothy Klein: Ice
Cream Social at Trinity (Friday afternoon37 of us there!)

Each day the tribes visited Mary’s house where
Jesus’ mother recounted the amazing story of
Jesus’ birth, their flight to Egypt, the time they
went to Jerusalem for Passover when Jesus was
Jan Evans: our Prayer Warrior
12, and his first miracle at the wedding in CaThanks to Jennie Bell for making the sheep for
na. The children even got to smell frankincense
the hallway decorations and to artist Jane Anand myrrh. How interesting to really experidrews for coming on Tuesday to help the chilence what it must have been like for Jesus
dren paint the huge “Escape to Egypt” mural.
growing up in Nazareth.
Thanks to Judy & Gary Lance, David Rades, Leon & Helen Estep, Sheldon Lehman, Rex Miller, Music was a favorite time with wonderful
songs, motions to learn, and instruments to
Janet Chitwood, Dennis Rafala, and Whitney
play. All of this week-long fun culminated in a
Hutchinson for their help.
great closing finale program on Friday for the
Our Mission this year was the Stephens County
families. We hope you get a chance to see the
Food Bank. Thank you to everyone who convideo!
tributed to this important community program
and to Faye Farmer for taking all of our dona- Water Day is always so much fun. The heat index had been 100 degrees for most of the
tions to the Food Bank.
week, but on Thursday it was perfect weather.
The Stephens County Board of Education
Everyone enjoyed getting very wet!! The phoSchool Nutrition Program brought lunches to
tos tell the story.
the children each day as part of their summer
outreach. Thanks to Jerry, CeCe, and Peggy for The Marketplace was wonderful! Thank you
first to Margit who spends months envisioning
“packing the bags” and handling dismissal!
and planning all of the decorating. If you got to
VBS began and ended daily in the sanctuary
see the results (or the pictures), then you
with the Celebration time of singing and reinknow that we appreciate everyone who helped
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make Nazareth come to life. Thanks to all who
helped move materials from Trinity to First
Presbyterian and back again. Thanks to Lane
Tucker for making the PVC forms for the walls
(to hang fabric). That has been one of Margit’s
“visions” for years!

home) a woven basket, seashell jewelry, a
wooden board on which they had drawn a fish,
a Tzedakah box(puzzle bank). They made
bread and ate the results! They planted herbs
and took them home. They made herb and olive
oil dip which they enjoyed with pita bread. The
Our shop keepers were incredible. I can’t possi- recipes went home and several said they made
the dip the next day! Even our three and four
bly do justice to all that the children enjoyed
while there each day. The delicious snacks were year olds were able to participate in many of
the shops, thanks to the patience of their tribe
first. The participants got to make (and take
Continued at the top of the next page
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leaders and the shopkeepers.

Finally, we want to thank the parents, grandThis is a long article, but it would be ten times parents, and great-grandparents (neighbors &
friends), who brought the precious children to
longer if the details of individual creativity
and the donations of time, talent, and materi- VBS. God works with us and through us to
als were listed. We also appreciate the finan- share His message of love and the good news
cial support and most of all, your prayers. It is of His son, Jesus Christ. What a privilege this
my sincere hope that each of you understands has been; what a joyful experience we have
had!!!
how much your contribution, large or small,
means to our VBS program. Two churches –
Together in Christ’s love,
one VBS!
Little Lionberger

7

1814 Ridgeland Rd, Eastanollee, GA 30538

Save the Date
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2015
There will be a Sign-Up Sheet on the bulletin
board. As more information becomes available it
will appear in the bulletin and
weekly eNewsletter.
Delaine Tisdale’s Farm
Another Ministry Opportunity
Many times when people come to
Trinity seeking food they are also in
need of some vital everyday items.
I know that it’s a lot to ask because
you are all so generous with the food
ministry already. I would like to see us go

a step further than we have already.
All of these items can be purchased at the Dollar Tree; or, if you
are a “Couponer” they can be purchased for even less than $1 each.
Please email or call me and share your
input on this possible new Outreach
Ministry. Thanks! Robin Hubbard

Laundry Detergent
Dishwashing Liquid
Shampoo
Bar Soap
Toothpaste
Toilet Tissue
These are basic items
that everyone needs.
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Prayer Corner

By Jan Evans

Gain confidence in your financial future with an annual review
Photo Credit Robin Hubbard

Thoughts on Unceasing Prayer
Unceasing Prayer – never-ending dialog with God.
Being in His presence always; A knowing that He
is there, regardless of feelings.
Uttering words of worry and concern – and listening as He whispers His response to us: “I am always with you.”
Thoughts about friends pass through our minds –
we offer the loved ones up to our loving Father,
and He holds them in the palm of His hand.
Unceasing prayer – rejoicing in the beauty of a
sunset or of a spider’s web glistening with morning dew. We praise God for the amazing world in
which we our blessed to live.
Unceasing prayer – offering to God our hearts’
desires – only to see His desire for us is greater
than we can imagine.
Unceasing prayer - acknowledging God in all created things, seen and unseen – praising and
thanking Him for the works of His hands.
Unceasing prayer – being attuned to our Creator
and seeing His Hand at work in the world;
Taking time to wait on him and listen for His voice
in our hearts; to do His will and to trust in Him
and obey His commands.
Our every action, our thoughts and our words, are
our unceasing prayer.

A lot can happen in a year. The economy can fluctuate. Markets can swing up or down. Your personal and professional
life can change. That’s why it’s important to schedule an annual financial review to help you:
 Evaluate life changes and how events like getting married, having a baby or getting a new job can affect your financial strategy.
 Ensure your assets are protected by determining if you
have appropriate insurance coverage in place.
 Review your retirement strategy to help ensure you’ll
have enough to retire and have an income that will last
throughout retirement.
 Assess your investments and ensure your assets are diversified.1
Explore estate strategy options to make sure your beneficiary information is current and the appropriate legal documents2 are in place.
Give your financial future an edge
For more than 100 years, Thrivent Financial has been helping
members be wise with money and live generously. A knowledgeable Thrivent Financial representative can help you stay
on track with your financial goals. Schedule a financial review
today.
Contact Melanie Hendrix, CFP, Fic at 864-688-2271or melanie.hendrix@thrivent.com, or
Dennis Barry, MBA, CFP, FIC at 864-688-2271or dennis.barry@thrivent.com or visit Thrivent.com.
1

While diversification can help reduce market risk, it does not eliminate it. Diversification does not ensure a profit or protect against loss in a
declining market.
2
Thrivent Financial and its representatives and employees cannot provide legal,
accounting, or tax advice or services. Work with your Thrivent
Financial representative and, as appropriate, your attorney and tax professional for
additional information.
Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial, the marketing name for
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Not all products are available in all
states. Securities and investment advisory services are offered through Thrivent
Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415, a FINRA
and SIPC member and a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent. Thrivent Financial
9
representatives are registered representatives of Thrivent Investment Management
Inc. They are also licensed insurance agents/producers of Thrivent. For additional
important information, visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.

Grandparents are great!
“What a bargain grandchildren are,” said comedy writer Gene Perret. “I give them my loose
change, and they give me a million dollars’
worth of pleasure.”
When it comes to family heritage, grandparents
are worth their weight in gold. They serve as
storehouses of history and wisdom, helping children see how they fit into a family’s legacy.
Christian grandparents also provide a faith heritage that passes from generation to generation.
The apostle Paul acknowledged this important
role of family elders when he wrote to young
Timothy: “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a
faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois
and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure,
lives in you” (2 Timothy 1:5, NRSV).

To Glorify God in prayer and
worship and spread the Good
News of Grace, Forgiveness, and
Salvation through Jesus Christ to
those around us.

EQUIPPING AND
ENCOURAGING OUR
MEMBERS TO SHARE THE
TRANSFORMING GOOD
NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST
WITH THOSE AROUND US.

A prayer for uncertain times
An hour before the 9/11 terrorist attacks, pastor and author
Stan Purdum was reading Psalm 66, which includes the
words, “We went through fire and through water; yet you
have brought us out to a spacious place” (v. 12, NRSV). After
watching the destruction, Purdum composed a prayer that
remains relevant today, as terrorism and threats often make
peace seem more “specious” than “spacious”:
O God of heaven and earth, who’s bigger than nations and
factions, be with us as we live through times of terror, despair and danger. Be the strength of people who’ve been
touched personally by disaster. Come with healing to those
who are injured. Be the eternal rest of those who’ve died. Be
the energy, compassion and fortitude of those who must pick
through the wreckage. Grant our leaders courage and a double portion of your wisdom. The day of universal brotherhood seems farther off than ever, O God, but help us not
despair of trying to accomplish it. Strengthen our faith. In
Jesus’ name. Amen

This came from “The Jesuit Post”.

A New Serenity Prayer

than to worry about changing other people,
who, as you’ll no doubt remember me saying,
I can’t change anyway.

God grant me the serenity
to accept the people I cannot change,
which is pretty much everyone,
since I’m clearly not you God.
At least not the last time I checked.

Finally, give me the wisdom to just shut up
whenever I think I’m clearly smarter
than everyone else in the room,
that no one knows what they’re talking about except
me,
or that I alone have all the answers.

And while I’m at it, God
please give me the courage
to change what I need to about myself,
which is frankly a lot, since, once again,
I’m not you, which means I’m not perfect.
It’s better for me to focus on changing myself

Basically, God,
Grant me the wisdom
to remember that I’m
not you.
Amen
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