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Meet the “People of Advent” 
The season of Advent and Christmas is soon 
upon us, this year the First Sunday of Advent 
already on November 30.  And with the season 
of Advent once again will come our special Mid-
week Advent Services. 

 

 This year in our special Advent Services 
(Wednesdays – 12:15 at Grace – 7:00 p.m. at 
Trinity) we are going to meet those people from 
the gospels who played special roles in the 
coming of Jesus – Zechariah and Elizabeth, 
John the Baptist, Mary and Joseph.  Not only 

will we learn more about them, we will also 
consider how their hopes and yearnings are 
like our own.  We will hear what they might 
have to say to us and think about what we 
might have to say to them.  Such encounters 
in turn will help us prepare for Christmas. 

 

 See below for our special Advent and 
Christmas service schedule. 

Advent Midweek and Christmas Eve Services 
 

Advent Midweek Services 
(December 3, 10, and 17) 

12:15 p.m. at Grace 

7:00 p.m. at Trinity 

 

Christmas Eve Holy Communion 
4:00 p.m. at Grace 

7:00 p.m. at Trinity 

                A Note From Sheldon 

Christmas Cantata 

 Sunday, December 14, 2014 during the 11:15 A.M. Service 

With that in mind, the Trinity 
Choir invites you to come as 
we “Sing With the Angels” on 
Sunday, December 14, at our 
regular service time. Join us 
for Joel Raney’s cantata with 
his usual combining of differ-
ent musical styles, intricate 
harmonies, and great lyrics. 
We hope to see you then! 

Angels have many assigned 
duties. But in my mind they 
are first and foremost the 
messengers of God. And one 
of the greatest messages they 
brought us was the news of 
our  Savior’s birth. And how 
did they announce it? With 
song, of course! 
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Many, many thanks to all those who 
helped make our fall yard sale the 
best one yet.  The proceeds will be 
split between the Habersham Soup 
Kitchen Ministry, the Habersham 
Sharing and Caring Ministry, and the 
Lutheran Church Charities Ministry 
of K9 Comfort Dogs.   We are famil-
iar with the Soup Kitchen and the 
Sharing and Caring, but what are the 
K9 Comfort Dogs?  You can find a 
detail account of them in the Sum-
mer 2014 issue of the Lutheran 
Woman’s Quarterly.  But for a cou-
ple excerpts from the article “A car 
accident, a house fire, a suicide, the 
Sandy Hook elementary school trag-
edy, the Boston Marathon mayhem.  
…  Yet in the midst of the chaos, 
comfort comes. …  Sometimes com-
fort walks in on four legs”. …  at 
Sandy Hook “ Children who couldn’t 
speak would pet the dogs and just 
start talking.  It was part of the heal-
ing process.  It’s unconditional love.’  
…” They (the dogs)  have a sixth 
sense that God has given them to 
sense hurt in people”… “ the han-
dlers keep the focus where it be-
longs ---on bringing comfort in the 
name of Jesus Christ”. 

The dogs are selected for their tem-
perament, and trained for 2 years 
before being given to a home 
church.  Each of the dogs has at least 

Grace Lutheran’s Yard Sale and 
Proceeds Distribution 

one caregiver and multiple handlers; 
committed, trained, and compassion-
ate volunteers who hold the leashes 
and lead these working dogs into 
schools, senior centers, churches, 
parks and bookstores.  They are also 
the handlers who lead the dogs into 
the middle of chaos in the midst of 
tragedies.  They are working dogs 
and have worked to bring comfort 
and unconditional love to those who 
have experienced tragedies, those 
who are lonely, those who need love.  
You can learn more about the pro-
gram and the dogs by visiting 
www.lutheranchurchcharities.org.   

Grace Lutheran News  

Lutheran World Relief 

Grace Lutherans’ Outreach re-
sponds to help provide items for 
the Personal Care Kits and School 
Kits used by Lutheran World Relief  
to help people in need around the 
world.  Gerry and Bill Robinson 
have supported this ministry faith-
fully for the past several years.  A 
large basket has been set up at the 
back of the worship area to collect 
items for the LWR Personal Care 
Kits.   School Kits will be addressed 
next summer. 

Items needed for the Personal 
Care Kits: 

Light-weight bath-size towel (20” x 40” 
to 52” x 27”, dark color recommended) 

bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of soap, any 
brand in original wrapping 

adult-size toothbrush in its original pack-
aging (multi-packs may be used) 

sturdy-comb (no picks or fine-toothed 
combs) 

metal nail clippers (attached file option-
al) 

a donation of $2.65 (which includes the 
addition of a tube of toothpaste) will 
handle and ship one Personal Care Kit 
overseas. 

As requested by LWR, please do 
not substitute or add other items.  
All items should be new and in 
good condition.  The kits need to 
be standardized so each person 
receiving it will be equally 
blessed.  The Robinsons have 
much experience in preparing 
these kits and we’ll see if they will 
train some of us to help them this 
coming year. 
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Many years ago, I read these 
words by C.S. Lewis, "The Son of 
God became a man to enable 
men to become the sons of 
God."  This is the Gospel in just 
sixteen words.  Of course it re-
quires explanation, which Lewis 
went on to give.  For those of us 
who are already children of God 

through faith in Jesus Christ, 
we say "Amen" this is true! 

      We are beginning the cele-
bration of Advent and Christ-
mas when we will think, again, 
of the great mystery of God the 
Son taking on human flesh and 
being born of Mary in the most 

by Beverly Adams 

Prayer Corner 

Trinity and Grace Thanksgiving Dinner 

humble of settings.  We remember 
that Jesus came to earth to die, for 
us, on the cross; to make atone-
ment for our sins and allow us to be 
reconciled to God.  May we  rejoice 
and give God our thanks and praise 
for this greatest of all gifts that He 
has given to us, and may we seek 
to share the Good News with others 
so that they may receive the gift of 
salvation too.   

      As we praise and thank our 
God for what He has done for us, 
let's remember, in prayer:  Linda 
White, Julian Wiggans, Tom & Mar-
garet Williamson, and Frances 
Womer.   

      A very joyous, merry and 
blessed Christmas to you all!  

By Beverly Adams 
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Many years ago, as the stars were shining bright, 

A man and Virgin traveled in the dark of  night. 

They reached the little town, there was no place to stay, 

They rested in a barn, in the piles of  hay. 
 

The cattle and the sheep, gathered all around, 

The man and the Virgin, uttered not a sound. 

As they nestled down in the piles of  hay,  

The sweet Virgin resting, and she began to pray 
 

She asked her Heavenly Father for His gracious aid, 

Then, with love her Child, in the manger laid. 

On that silent night, as stars were shining bright, 

Angels and Archangels arrived upon the heights. 
 

As the Angels sang, a bright star did appear,  

Leading Wise Men from the East, beck’ning them, come near. 

When they arrived at the manger, in the still of  night, 

They saw the Virgin and the Child – what a glorious sight! 
 

The Mother, and the Babe wrapped in swaddling bands, 

Were smiling toward the heavens, lifting up their Holy Hands 

To the Father in the bright sky, from Whom all blessings flow 

To the man and to the Virgin, and to people here below 
 

Peace on the earth, good will to all men in this place, 

Love, joy, mirth and hope, as we seek His Face. 

Today, as the stars shine brightly, in the dark night sky, 

We think on God, Our Father, and hear all people cry 
 

Blessed be our Jesus, Lord, Savior, King and Friend, 

This is the glorious message, Wise Men and Angels send. 

That Star still shines today, as He dwells within our hearts, 

That little Baby Jesus, through Whom all Love imparts. 

 

Star of Bethlehem 

By Jan Evans 
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Trains! Oh My! 
Richard has his Christmas 
train display up and ready for 
viewing.  The best days and 
times are Monday and Thurs-
day evenings (I do not have to 
work those days) until Christ-
mas Day; he begins disman-
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Please call in advance 706-779-3782        

1288 Swilling Road, Eastanollee 

tling it on December 26th.  It is 
best viewed in the evening 
hours as the lights are better 
seen then;  the display  occupies 
an area approximately 20 feet  
by 40 feet on the 2nd floor of 
our home. 

The Christmas Tree is up in the Narthex. 
Please choose a tag with a gift listed to    
purchase for one of the Brannen children.  

There is also a sign-up sheet with items 
listed to provide Christmas Dinner. You may 
donate additional items to help with food 
during the children’s Christmas break from 
school also. 

Please keep this family in your daily prayers 
also. Erica has just started working at 
Walgreens and is thankful for God’s         
provision.  

Last but not least, If anyone has a micro-
wave they would like to donate, the family 
doesn’t have a microwave oven.   

Brannen Family 

Merry 
Christmas! 

Advent Devotions are furnished 
every year by Lutheran Indian 
Ministries and are now available 
on the credenza at the back of 
the Sanctuary. Please pick one up 
for your daily devotion time   
during this Advent Season. 

The Prayer from the                            
First Sunday of Advent 

Thank you, Jesus, for coming into the darkness of 
this world. Thank You for loving us so much that 
You would give us life for Your name’s sake, Amen. 

by Rev. David Sternbeck of Fairbanks, Alaska 

A Light Shining in the Darkness 

Please have gifts and food here by Sunday,            
December 14th so that we can deliver the items to 
their home the week before Christmas. Thank you 

and God bless you for your generous giving! 


