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1. A mighty Fortress is our God,
A trusty Shield and Weapon;
He helps us free from every need
That hath us now o'ertaken.
The old evil Foe
Now means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might
Are his dread arms in fight;
On Earth is not his equal.
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If you would like, you
can even bring your
favorite tools from
home. We need to
have a good turnout
for Trinity Lutheran’s
Workday!
We Need You!!!
Saturday, March 10th
9 A.M.
Whitney is cooking
breakfast too!!

Hymnal” (1941)

2. With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were
our loss effected; But for us fights the Valiant One,
Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this?
Jesus Christ it is.
Of Sabaoth Lord,
And there's none other God;
He holds the field forever.
3. Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to
devour us.
We tremble not, we fear no ill,
They shall not overpower us.
This world's prince may still
Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none,
He's judged; the deed is done;
One little word can fell him.
4. The Word they still shall let remain
Nor any thanks have for it;
He's by our side upon the plain
With His good gifts and Spirit.
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And take they our life,
Goods, fame, child and wife,
Let these all be gone,
They yet have nothing won;
The Kingdom our remaineth. Amen.
The hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” ("Ein' feste Burg ist unser Gott”) was also known as “The
Battle-hymn of the Reformation” and was called by Frederick the Great of Prussia “God Almighty’s Grenadier March”. It was originally entitled “The Forty-sixth Psalm, God is our Refuge and Strength” (“Der
XXXXVI Psalm, Deus noster refugium et virtus”). Martin Luther composed the lyrics based on the 46th
Psalm in 1529 when the German princes stood before the emperor at the Diet of Speyer to protest infringement upon their religious liberty and the persecution of their theologians. “A Mighty Fortress is
our God” first appeared in print under its original title in Klug’s Gesangbuch (Hymnbook) which was published in Wittenberg in 1529. The melody composed by Martin Luther appeared with the stanzas in
Klug’s Geistliche Lieder (Spiritual Songs) in 1529. Of special note is that the English translation of this
hymn which is found in The Lutheran Hymnal (1941) as Hymn #262 almost parallels line by line the original German. (from the on-line article entitled “A Mighty Fortress is our God” by Reverend David T.
Mensing posted on September 2, 2011 http://www.concordialutheranconf.com/2011/09/02/a-mightyfortress-is-our-god/
Editor’ note: Internet research revealed there have been between 70 - 100 German to English translations of “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”.

Bill Gaik to receive the
Florida-Georgia District
Behnken Award.
Annually, the Florida-Georgia District Veterans of the
Cross – Retired and Emeritus church workers -- awards
the Behnken Award to honor members of the District
in four categories; Ordained, Commissioned, Lay and
Church at Large. The workers each year are selected
for their servant heart and how they have honored
God through their years of service. The award is named
after former District President Lloyd Behnken.
The award this year for a layman will be presented to
Bill Gaik at the Veterans of the Cross retreat at the Life
Enrichment Center in Fruitland, FL on March 5th.

Bill Gaik
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Our family’s home congregation was Bethany
Lutheran where I served as a deacon. Both Ruth
and I served as Stephen Ministers and Sunday
school teachers. The transition point in my life
happened one Sunday when an announcement
was made during service. Concordia Seminary
admissions would be hosting interviews with
men who were interested in entering the Master
of Divinity Program. Prompted by a nudge from
Ruth and a reminder of my life-long dream to
serve as a Pastor, the following week an appointment was scheduled. Soon thereafter instruction
began with summer Greek. As part of my academic studies I served as a field assistant at Zion
Lutheran Church in Maryland Heights, Missouri
under the leadership of Pastor Robert Sharp. I
then served my vicarage internship at Trinity Lutheran Church in Garden City, Kansas under the
leadership of Pastor Lyle Stuehrenberg. On May
18, 2007 I received the Masters of Divinity from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri.

Installation Service
January 14, 2018
REVEREND ROLAND VEGA
Ruth and I are natives of the Chicago suburban area.
Before entering the Seminary our home town was Naperville, Illinois. We have two sons. The oldest Jonathan, lives in Minneapolis Minnesota. Our youngest
son, Gregory and his wife Natasha along with our lovely grandchildren Brooks who is three years old and Eleanor who is one year old, live in Bolingbrook Illinois.
Ruth has enjoyed the Lord’s blessings by serving as a
wife and mother. She has been employed for many
years as a legal secretary for several law firms. Most
recently Ruth worked in the banking industry. For the
past ten and a half years I have enjoyed serving the
Lord as a pastor. Before entering into the seminary at
Concordia St. Louis, the Lord blessed me with twenty
prosperous years in the restaurant industry. I worked in
the McDonald’s Corporation and was employed as an
operation manager. I was also blessed with owning and
operating several Mexican Restaurants with my father
and brother.

For the next 5 years I served as senior pastor at
St. Andrews Lutheran Church in Hialeah, Florida. Hialeah is predominantly Hispanic and St.
Andrews established a social ministry to reach
out to the community with the “good news”, by
giving out food staples to families in need. In
2012 I served the call to Zion Lutheran Church
and School in Independence, Kansas. This also
was an extremely rewarding ministry as I partnered with the principal and seven teachers in
sharing Christ Jesus with children and their families from the preschool and the kindergarten
through the eighth grades.
In my spare time, I enjoy the outdoors, camping,
hiking and canoeing and shooting sports. I also
love anything to do with history. Prior to coming
in to the ministry, our entire family enjoyed
living history re-enacting of Civil War and
French and Indian War periods.

Important Contact Inforation
Pastor Roland Vega
(706) 768-7611 Cell
rolandvega@att.net

Ruth Vega
(314) 620-1596
Rvega.john629@gmail.com
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dren; freed captives from the powers of sin and
darkness; He rebuked Satan; calmed storms;
raised the physically dead to life and restored life
to those who were spiritually dead. Jesus interceded for His disciples and all the Father’s children.
Jesus never condemned, slandered, lied, deceived,
or dishonored God or His Chosen, in any way –
ever. Jesus expects the same from us. We are to
think like Jesus, speak like Jesus, and act like Jesus. God delights in our praise and worship of
Him; we are called to glorify God and to encourage, exhort, and edify and build up the Body of
Christ.
Please pray for these families during the month of
March: Eric & Linda LeCroy, Chris, Jon, & Erica LeCroy,
Newton & Christine Lee, Judy Ling, and Sid & Little
Lionberger.
If you have a prayer request please contact the office to
speak with Pastor or Robin.
The Prayer Post is a monthly column in the Newsletter.

Prayer Post

By Jan Evans

Put a guard at the door of my lips, O LORD, that I
might speak love and peace in this troubled world;
Put a guard at the door of my heart, Dear Jesus, that I
might have a heart for God and His children;
Holy Spirit, be the guard at the door of my mind, that
by Your power I might have the mind of Christ; that I
think like Jesus, act like Jesus, and love like Jesus.
Let all my thoughts, words, and actions be acceptable
in Your sight, O God, my Rock, my Redeemer, and my
soon coming King.
Amen.
Humility and selflessness in relationships were hallmarks of Jesus’ attitude. These beget a life of service to
God and man. Jesus’ goal was always to please the Father. Ephesians 5:1 tells us to be “Imitators of God.”
Everything we do, say and think ought to reflect the
presence of Jesus in our minds and hearts.
Jesus glorified, worshipped and praised the Father in
His words and deeds. There was authority in the words
He spoke; they brought healing to the sick and lame;
restored sight to the physically blind and the spiritually
blind; he opened the ears of the deaf; blessed little chil-

Paul challenges us to make his joy complete by
being of the same mind, maintaining the same
love and walking in the Spirit, intent on one purpose – having an attitude like Jesus (Philippians
2:1-4).
The followers of Jesus ought to exhibit His same
selflessness, humility, and service. This does not
come naturally to us.
The “Mind of Christ” is the transformed mind,
not simply refashioned, but totally changed. The
renovation of the mind makes one totally different
than in the past. One who has the “mind of
Christ” walks by the Spirit of God, and not by the
flesh. We do this by choosing to walk closely
with Jesus, day by day, hour by hour and immersing ourselves in Holy Scripture and prayer. By
doing these things we begin to think and speak
with the “mind of Christ.” The “mind of Christ”
helps us choose the divine and desire the will of
God for our lives.
“Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there
is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things” (Philippians 4:8).
And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:7).
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