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Return Service Requested 

The Confirmation Class is in the midst of studying our creed and what it means 
 to say the words "I believe."    
 

Our Niagara Falls Mission trip has 14 participants!  6 confirmation students, 2 high school youth, and 6 adult chap-
erones.  As we prepare for our trip in July, please pray for: Connor, Brandon, Heide, Clayton, Colton, and Alyvia, 
for Kaitlyn and Kassie; and for Pastor Jamie, Alayna, Sharon, Kay, Pam, and Patti. 

 
Class meets Feb 1st, 8th.  On Feb 15th, we will have another parents meeting to discuss further details of our trip and to have the 
class begin setting up the basement for the Pancake supper.  Feb 22nd is Bold Women's Sunday, class will not be held during it's 
normal time.  An alternative will be talked about in class with the students, mentors and parents. 
 

Please pray for our confirmation students as they prepare to affirm their baptismal faith: Connor Eubanks, Clayton and Colton 
Simpson, Alyvia Woodard, Heide Gallagher, Jenna Green, Brendan Eye 
 

Here is what some of our confirmation students have said about why they are going: 
 

"I am hoping to have fun on this mission trip" 
 

"I want to help others lead a life with more chances to be successful" 
 

"I am going on the mission trip because I think it will help me find who I am" 
 

"I am going to the mission trip because I think it will be cool and to help" 
 

"So I can help people" 
 

We thank you for supporting the Mission Trip through the fundraisers that will be scheduled this year.  The first brings back a  
tradition at Trinity - the Pancake Supper!  That's right, the Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras/Fat Tuesday) tradition of eating lots of 
pancakes and sausage is back.  This fundraiser is Tuesday, February 17th, beginning at 4:30PM.  
 Our group's goal is to raise $2500 for this trip.  These funds will enable us to rent a van and to participate in a great service week in 
Niagara Falls, New York.  In Niagara Falls, the youth group will help with an on-going summer VBS program at a church, there 
will also be light maintenance work at homes across the community.   

1 Samuel 7:12  
 

That's why Samuel set up a stone between Mizpah and Shen; and he 
called that stone Ebenezer, which means "rock of help," for he said, 
"The Eternal One has helps us so far." 

February  2015 

Trinity Tidings 
“Sound the Good News” 

A couple of years ago, my wife and I were on a retreat in Arizona.  One of our activities during free time was to 
go hiking at a state park that had a 3 mile trail across the desert and up a 3000+ foot mountain.  Along the trail 
were little stone piles.  These were oddly out of place in the desert, as they were not natural formations.  These 
were stones intentionally stacked on one another. 
 
We came to learn that it was a part of Native American spirituality. The stones stacked on one another repre-
sented the person's spiritual journey or quest.  Katie and I collected a few stones that were loose along the way, 
and at a point we felt appropriate, we set up our own small stack.  For us, it was a sign that one part of our jour-
ney had ended, and a new part of our journey - a new part we had yet to discover - was about to begin. 
 
Stone monuments, whether small piles on the side of hiking trails, or large obelisks such as those found in Egypt 
near the Pyramids or even in our own nation's capital with the Washington Monument, are not new in our world.  
Even in Biblical times, setting up stone monuments was very important. 
 
In the story found in 1st Samuel chapter 7, After a decisive military victory by the Israelites against the Philis-
tines, the prophet Samuel set up a stone monument to mark the victory.   The Ebenezer stone was not simply a 
reminder to the Philistines that they were defeated.  The Ebenezer stone was not simply a reminder to the Israel-
ites that they were victorious.  This Ebenezer stone was a faith statement.  It was a declaration that it was the 
LORD, the Eternal One, the God of Gods- Yahweh - who made this victory for Israel possible. 
 
Throughout scripture, our ancestors in faith raised monuments as faith statements, a visual cue to the work that 
God had done in their life.  Throughout Lent, we will look at some of these stories and explore how we today.  
There are many times in our life when the Lord has helped or acted in our life.  And there are many ways we 
celebrate the Lord's help and action in our life.  Perhaps this Lent, we will find ourselves raising our own Ebene-
zer stone, a visual cue of our own, to remind not only us, but all who see it, that the Lord has indeed done great 
things in our life. 
 
Peace, 
 

 
Pastor Jamie 



 First West Jordan News 
 
 

As we reflect on our prayer list for this month, I included 
a list of countries were a major war, a war, or a skirmish 
is taking place.  The list I used was found on Wikipe-
dia.com, and the definitions for each category is there as 
well. 
 
Take a moment to look on a globe, or to find these coun-
tries online.  Learn a little each day about the history of 
each country.  Then take some time to reflect on these 
Bible verses as you pray for peace—not only for our own 
US military heroes who are engaged in some of these 
wars—but also for the nations torn apart by war them-
selves.  We may not agree politically or economically or 
culturally with each of these countries—but there is one 
goal our God gave us—that we live in peace. 

 
Feb 1  Matthew 5:1-11 
Feb 2  Psalm 4:1-8 
Feb 3  Psalm 34:1-22 
Feb 4  Psalm 74:1-14 
Feb 5  Psalm 120:1-7 
Feb 6  Psalm 147:12-20 
Feb 7  Luke 19:28-40 

 
Feb 8  Mark 4:35-41 
Feb 9   Psalm 23: 1-6 
Feb 10  Psalm 35:1-28 
Feb 11  Psalm 83:1-18 
Feb 12  Psalm 122:1-9 

Feb 13  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
Feb 14  John 14:25-31 

 
Feb 15  Luke 2:25-35 
Feb 16  Psalm 28:1-9 
Feb 17  Psalm 37:27-40 
Feb 18  Psalm 85:1-13 
Feb 19  Psalm 125:1-5 
Feb 20  Isaiah 9:2-7 
Feb 21  John 16:25-33 

 
Feb 22  Luke 10:1-12 
Feb 23  Psalm 29:1-11 
Feb 24  Psalm 39:1-13 

Feb 25  Psalm 119:161-168 
Feb 26  Psalm 128:1-6 

Feb 27  Leviticus 26:22-26 
Feb 28  John 20:19-29 

February 1—February 7 
 

This Week in prayer our homebound members: Myron and Linda 

Deets, Adeline Sheehan, Frank and Leona Ward, Gladys Reed, 

Elnora Hinrichs, Bill and Ruth Borth, Elsie Heward, Joan Massen-

gil, Ardree Fogel; Pray also for the residents of Southtown Terrace, 

a home here in Milledgeville for adults with mental and physical 

challenges. 
 

February 8—February 14 
 

This week in keep in prayer those from our prayer lists in worship: 
 

From First: 
 

Linda Habben                Sandy Bushman             John Boyer                      

Jim Cusa                          Roger Hinrichs              Jon Ryner 

Ruth Borth                      Ruth Borth                      Cook Family                       

Tammy Hinrichs            Linda & Myron Deets               

Mary Dale King             Anita & Leonard Gilbert          
 

From Trinity: 
 

Tammy Mc Cormick         June Stewart                Dale King 

Derrick Hunzinger            Joyce Blair                    Ryan Lerake 

Elsie Heward                     Art                                 Corinne Ohlwine 

Alfred Hinrichs                 Ivan Miller                    Ruth & Bill Borth 

Tammy Hinrichs               Leland Bryson             Matt Krewaldt 

Barbara Brubaker             Adlee Barajas                Shirley Nye  

 

February 15—February 21 
 

Pray for peace in these 14 countries where a war (1000 to 10,000 

deaths per year) or major war (more than 10,000 deaths per year) is 

occurring: 
 

Nigeria, Afghanistan, Syria, Iraq, South Sudan, Israel/Palestine, 

Sudan, Pakistan, Yemen, Mexico, Somalia, Central African Repub-

lic, Ukraine, Libya 

 

February 22—February 28 
 

Pray for peace in these 26 countries where skirmishes (less than 

1000 deaths per year) are occurring, some even have multiple skir-

mishes going on simultaneously: 
 

India, Columbia, DRC, China, Burundi, Russia, Lebanon, Egypt, 

Mali, Cameron, Myanmar, Thailand, Indonesia, Philippines, Peru, 

Turkey, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabakh, Eritrea, Algeria, 

Tunisia, Niger, Iran, Mozambique, Kenya 
 

And always keep in prayers our ministry partners: Northwest Con-

ference of the Northern Illinois Synod, the Northern Illinois Synod, 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Bishop Gary Woller-

sheim of the NIS and Bishop Elizabeth Eaton of the ELCA. Con-

tinue to pray for our local partners here as well: Faith on Forty 

Ministry,  Church of the Brethren on Main Street, Dutchtown 

Brethren, Milledgeville United Methodist, and Community Baptist 

Church.  

February 2015 Devotional Readings and Prayer Calendar 
Psalm 32:6 

Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you 

Here I Raise My Ebenezer 
 

A Faith on Forty Parish  
Lenten Experience 

 
Wednesdays, Noon, at Trinity 

Feb 25, March 4, March 11, March 18 and March 25 
 

What is an Ebenezer? 
 
Found in 1 Samuel chapter 7, the prophet Samuel raises an “Ebenezer” 
stone, which is a stone monument.  Ebenezer means “The Lord has helped 
me.” 
 
Think about that meaning for the name Ebenezer Scrooge the next time you 
read or watch “A Christmas Carol.” 
 
Our Lenten devotions will take a look at times when people of faith raised 
stone monuments as a sign of God’s presence, help or mercy. 
 
Join us for these midweek devotions and lunches for a powerful Lenten ex-
perience this February and March. 

Mark your Calendars now:   Sunday, March 15th, 5:00 PM 
 

 Here I Raise My Ebenezer: A Family Lenten Experience AND  

 Chili Dinner: A Fundraiser for our Confirmation/Youth Mission Trip 
 

Devotion at 5:00 PM, Dinner, Family and Faith Activities and Lenten Crafts.   

Sign up sheet to help provide simple lunches for our midweek 
Lenten experience: is on the table in the Narthex 

1st       Dona Lenhart 
12th     Tom Landheer 
16th    Adeline Sheehan 
25th    Amanda Beveroth 

Start cleaning those closets! We will be holding a  

rummage/craft/bake sale in May to raise money for PADS.  

Any items you have to donate will be greatly appreciated. 
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If any information is  

incorrect or we have 

missed something, please 

let the  

office know.  

Elementary School Mentoring 
 
Wednesdays 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm, volunteers are sought to 
be a "grandparent" to the elementary school kids here in 
Milledgeville.  Meet in the Elementary wing, get a desk and 
plan for 2 hours of amazing fun - reading and playing school 
games with kindergarten through 3rd graders.  See the light 
on their face as they grow in their reading and math skills 
over the course of the year.  Take joy in knowing you will be 
recognized by a kid in a store or at a restaurant simply be-
cause you gave 2 hours of your time one afternoon a week.  
No prior experience necessary, just a joyous heart.  

 
Questions:  

 Mrs. Diane Bracken  225-7022. 
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Bold Women Sunday Event 
 

Sunday February 22nd @ 11:30  
Trinity Lutheran Church  in Social Hall 

 

Lunch will be provided 
 

ALL WOMEN WILL BE INVITED 
 

Program/Entertainment TBA 
 
 
 

R.S.V.P by Feb. 16th: 
Kim Stewart 225-5541, Carol Bushman 225-7757,  
Carol Frederick 225-7890 

The 2015 Northern Illinois Synod 
Congregational Resourcing Event 

Saturday, March 14 
Kishwaukee College, Malta 

 

Spiritual Grounding  

For Life as 

A Baptized Christian  
 
If you are interested in attending, flyers to choose 

classes are on the table in the Narthex 
 
 

F
eb

ruary
  

 

If you would like to review the 
minutes from the last 

Congregational Meeting please 
visit the Trinity  

Lutheran Church Website. 

 
www.trinitymville.com 



Church Directory 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

 
Council President    Kevin Anderson  625-3403  

   
Council Members 
Patty Murray     855-0532         Sharon Woodard      225-7973 
Karen Landers   225-7755         Cherrie Simpson 225-7673 
Ken Kaufman  225-7660          
Harlen Meinsma 499-2080  
 
    
Treasurer    Connie Brockhouse             Parish Secretary    Amy Hook    
  
Deacon (Custodian) Lynn Kaufman     Organist    Corrine Nye  
 
                                                              
Financial Secretary   Ken Peterson  
 
 

Cooperative Ministry 

1st Lutheran W. Jordan 
 
Council President           Council Member                                  
 Jan Wetzel    631-9353  Jan Koett 718-5144 

      

 

February Prayer 
 

Thou Font of Every Blessing, 
 

 Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by thy help I'm come; and I hope by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at 
home.  Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; he, to rescue me from danger, interposed 
his precious blood.   Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.  Amen 
 
(Text:  Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, Hymn #499) 

January Mission Focus:  Home of Hope 

When you and your family are faced with 
a diagnosis of cancer, it can be an uncertain 
and confusing time. You may feel over-
whelmed with information, decisions and 

emotions but you are not alone. Home of Hope 
can help. 

 
Home of Hope Cancer Wellness Centers is a 
not-for profit organization that offers support, 
wellness, educational and referral services at 
no cost to cancer patients, survivors and care-

givers. 
 

Home of Hope is a warm, welcoming environ-
ment with a professional and caring staff. If 
you or a loved one has been diagnosed with 
cancer, we invite you to take a look around 

our website. Then, call or stop in to speak with 

our staff to find out how 

Home of Hope Cancer Wellness Centers    
can help. 

Lent Is Here!! 

Tuesday, February 17th   
 

Start Lent off with a Mardi Gras 

celebration, the Confirmation and 

High School Youth are sponsoring a Mardi Gras 

Pancake Supper.  You are invited to wear a  

Masquerade-style mask or join in the theme of 

80's clothes and styles for the evening.  But if 

you choose not to - come anyway, this will be 

extremely fun and there will be plenty to eat. 

Wednesday, February 18th    
 

Ash Wednesday services at 7:00 

PM will be held at First, West 

Jordan.  This service will include 

the imposition of ashes and holy 

communion. 

Wednesday’s,  
 

Feb 25, Mar 4, Mar 11, Mar 18 and Mar 25   
Lenten Midweek Luncheon and Devotion at noon at Trin-

ity.  These luncheon's and devotions will be focused on 

the theme "Here I Raise My Ebenezer".  You may recog-

nize this phrase from the song "Come thou font of every 

blessing."  It is also from the story in 1st Samuel chapter 

7.  The prophet Samuel raises a stone monument and 

names is Ebenezer which means "The Lord has helped".  A 

sign up sheet for helping provide simple lunches is at 

each congregation. 

Sunday, March 15th @ 5:00 pm, @ Trinity 
 

We will have a Family Lenten Fun Night and 

Chili Dinner.  The evening will begin with a 

devotion centered on the "Here I Raise My 

Ebenezer" theme.  After devotion, the 

Confirmation and High School Youth will 

sponsor a Chili dinner as another fundraiser for the mis-

sion trip this July.  We will 

have faith activities and 

crafts as well for all ages. 

Sunday March 29th @ 7:00 PM,  
 

The Milledgeville-Chadwick Community Easter Pageant at 

the Milledgeville Brethren Church on Main Street.  This 

powerful pageant tells the Easter story through a family 

out for an evening walk, throughout the walk the family 

will hear the stories of Jesus' birth, life and ministry, 

death and resurrection.  Many 

members of our community will be 

a part of this pageant. 

 

There is a job for everyone.  If 

you would like to be a part of the 

pageant experience, see the bul-

letin board in the main lobby for 

sign up sheets.   

Thursday, April 2nd   

 

  Maundy Thursday worship services -  
 

  12:00 noon, a midday worship and  

                  luncheon at Trinity;  

                    &  
  7:00 PM an evening worship at Trinity. 

    Friday, April 3rd  

(Time TBA)  
 

Good Friday worship service at  

Milledgeville Methodist Church, a 

community celebration. 

2/8 Laura Buckman 

2/14 Kurt Landis 

2/14 John Byvick 

2/25 Cody VanDyke 

2/7 Lucas Koett 

2/9 Margaret Bauling 

2/10 Thomas Barkley 

2/11 David Wagenknecht 

2/12 Alyvia Woodard 

2/15 Kathy Bogott 

2/15 Troy Wagenknecht 

2/16 Kali Livengood 

2/16 Susan Lorke 

2/18 Karen Landers 

2/21 Brandi VanDyke 

2/26 Ron Judd 

2/27 Michael Strehlow 

2/27 Nancy Dittmar 

2/28 Kassie Murray 

2/7 Otto & Dorothy Wagenknecht 

2/9 Keith & DeAnn Wagenknecht 

2/17 Robert & Lori Oncken 

2/21 Gary & Le-Anne Nye 


