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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Luke Scheele, Pastor 303-332-8971 

Helping Today: Marty Ruggles (Elder) & John Sperling (Organist) 
 

Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church, and to the blessings, comfort and peace of Christ. 

 

Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light 

through the Gospel. Let us remember with thanksgiving what God has done through His 

servant Kelly Van Buren. 

 

Kelly was given life by his creator and was born on March 21, 1939, the child of Fred & 

Uwin Van Buren. On September 27th, 2022, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, Kelly received the gift of Holy Baptism. In his Baptism, he became a child 

of God, and all his sins were washed away. 

 

He was united in holy marriage to Beverly in May of 2006 and blessed with 16 years of 

married life together. 

 

God blessed Kelly’s life with many special people as he served God in his vocations at 

home, work, and in the community. Finally, on October 21st, 2022, God blessed Kelly with a 

holy death and took him to rest in the arms of Jesus to await the resurrection of the dead. 

 

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O 

Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they 

shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and 

the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of 

Israel, your Savior. (Isaiah 43:1–3a). 

 

You will have an opportunity to give special comfort and words of encouragement to the 

family during the time of fellowship following this service. 

 

For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live 

to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we 

die, we are the Lord’s. (Romans 14:7–8). 

 

"The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; blessed be the name of the Lord" (Job 1:21). We 

give thanks to God our Father through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for our brother Kelly. 
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Military Honors & Prayer Service Montezuma Veterans Honor Guard 
 
Lutheran Service Book: Funeral Service  
 
Hymn: 744 Amazing Grace sts. 1–5 

 

 

 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Remembrance of Baptism 
P In Holy Baptism Kelly was clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness that 

covered all his sin. St. Paul says: “Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” 

C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 
walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, 
we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His. 
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Kyrie 
P Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness 

shown to Kelly and to all Your servants who, having finished their course in faith, 
now rest from their labors. Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and receive 
the crown of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Proverbs 4:20—5:1 

20My son, be attentive to my words; 

 incline your ear to my sayings. 
21Let them not escape from your sight; 

 keep them within your heart. 
22For they are life to those who find them, 

 and healing to all their flesh. 
23Keep your heart with all vigilance, 

 for from it flow the springs of life. 
24Put away from you crooked speech, 

 and put devious talk far from you. 
25Let your eyes look directly forward, 

 and your gaze be straight before you. 
26Ponder the path of your feet; 

 then all your ways will be sure. 
27Do not swerve to the right or to the left; 

 turn your foot away from evil. 

1My son, be attentive to my wisdom; 

 incline your ear to my understanding, 

A This is the Word of the Lord.    

C Thanks be to God. 

  

Epistle Ephesians 2:1–10 
 1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following 

the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now 

at work in the sons of disobedience— 3among whom we all once lived in the passions of 
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our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children 

of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 

love with which he loved us, 5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6and raised us up with him and 

seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he 

might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 

that we should walk in them. 

 
A This is the Word of the Lord.    
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 23:39–43 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? 

Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since 

you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are 

receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he 

said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, 

“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Responsory Reading 2 Peter 3:8–9 

P  8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 

thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.  

C  9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 

patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 

repentance. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in 

trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
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 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Hymn: 878 Abide with Me 
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5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy 

victory? 

I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

 

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing 

eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the 

skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain 

shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
 
Sermon 

 

Hymn: TLH 533 Nearer, My God, to Thee 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from the dead. 

P Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one communion in 

the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to Your whole Church 

in heaven and on earth Your light and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to 

sin and rise to newness of life and so pass with Him through the gate of death and 

the grave to our joyful resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Give to the family of Kelly and to all who mourn comfort in their grief and a sure 

confidence in Your loving care that, casting all their sorrow on You, they may know 

the consolation of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion of Your Church 

they may have strength to meet the days ahead in the assurance of a holy and certain 

hope and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love who have 

departed in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and find 

comfort in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Receive our thanks for Kelly and for all the blessings You bestowed on him in this 

earthly life. Bring us at last to our heavenly home that with him we may see You 

face to face in the joys of paradise. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and 

immortality to light. We give You thanks that by His death He destroyed the power 

of death and by His resurrection He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

Strengthen us in the confidence that because He lives we shall live also, and that 

neither death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be able to separate 
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us from Your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Nunc Dimittis  LSB 281 & 199 

P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will live, 
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 
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P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will live, 

even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 
 

Concluding Collect  LSB 281 
P The Lord be with you.     
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the 

arms of Your mercy and bring them home. Comfort us with the certain hope of the 

resurrection to everlasting life and a joyful reunion with those we love who have 

died in the faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction LSB 281 & 202 
P Let us bless the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God. 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn: The Old Rugged Cross sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dismissal  

P Alleluia! Christ is risen!   

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P Let us go forth in peace,   

C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Reception to Follow: a light lunch & drinks will be served in the Fellowship Hall following 
the service; You will also have an opportunity to give special comfort and words of 
encouragement to the family at this time.  
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OBITUARY 
 Fred Kelly Van Buren passed away on October 21, 2022, at the age of 83 peacefully in his home 
in Cortez, CO surrounded by loved ones.  
 

 Kelly was born in Orangeville, Utah on March 21, 
1939, to Fred Harold and Uwin (Berg) Van Buren. He 
graduated from Orangeville High School in 1957, was a 
proud veteran of the U.S. Army, serving from 1958 to 1961 
as a missile site specialist. Post military service, Kelly had 
several jobs in several states but ultimately retired from the 
Bureau of Reclamation as a surveyor in 1986. He spent the 
last 31 years in the trailer that he moved from Vernal UT to 
Cortez. He put the trailer on a permanent foundation and 
built additions creating his ideal forever home. He lived in 
this home gardening and tending to his little piece of heaven 
until his passing. 
 

 Kelly loved fishing, gardening, camping, finding puff 
ball mushrooms, growing his grapes, dancing, cutting 
firewood and spending time with his family & friends. His 
favorite time of year was spring when he could finally get outside and start fiddling with his grapes 
and planting his garden. He was known for his wood working, popcorn, homemade ice cream, and 
love for his family. He enjoyed the 4th of July and watching the fireworks. 
 

 Kelly was a strong patriarch of his family and was a great man to all, helping anyone anytime. 
He loved the smallest pleasures in life and brought great joy to all that knew him. He loved, taught, 
and guided his family. Kelly was a man who never cared much about himself and in his final days he 
was worried about his wife, family, and the loved ones he was leaving behind. Kelly has spent the 
last 16 years with his best friend, partner, and wife Beverly. Together they have traveled, fished, 
camped, and made many great memories with their children, great grandchildren, and great-great 
grandchildren. 
 

 Kelly knew the love and grace of God and was Baptized on September 27th, 2022. Kelly was 
preceded in death by his parents, his first wife Lela Ann, his second wife Wilda Joy, and brother, 
Kay Van Buren. 
 

 Surviving Kelly are his wife Beverly of Cortez. His children; Gizial Livingston (Allen), Bryan 
and Katrina Baumgartner, Lance Van Buren, Page Bane (Roxanne), Darnell Bane, Brett 
Baumgartner (Margaret), Barbara Baskin (Martin), Barry Baumgartner (Vicki), Betsy Doolen 
(Chuck), and Brady Baumgartner. His siblings; Roanna Scovill (Ladue), Winifred Lippold, Barbara 
Olsen (Ray); and many grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews and friends. 
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