
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
   5 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of 
whom I am the foremost. 16 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display 
his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. (1 Timothy 1:15–17). 
 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance. (Luke 15:7). 
   We’ve all often heard it said that churches are full of hypocrites and sinners. But the reality for church attendees is that 
we are honest. Because the world is full of hypocrites and sinners. There is no other honest description for humanity 
beyond the fact that we are a bunch of hypocrites and sinners. Paul points this out in his letter to Timothy because he is 
trying to make the point that God uses our very weaknesses to demonstrate His strengths. As Jesus, himself, points out, 
there is more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents (recognizing his sin and weaknesses), than over ninety-nine 
people who are living in denial thinking they are righteous and don’t need to repent. God has called the whole world to 
repentance because the whole world has failed to live up to His standards of perfection and sinlessness. This doesn’t mean 
we stop trying, but it does mean that we recognize our failure and turn to Christ as our substitute. I recently was humbled 
by an elderly person whom I have been visiting. That person questioned me on a particular point about forgiveness, I was 
trying to make, and instead of pointing to Christ and his sacrifice for our sins, I foolishly tried to point to the “good work” 
of our repentance. Thankfully, God used this question to refresh my understanding and helped me to correctly turn back 
to God’s answer for our sin, the life, death, & resurrection of Jesus for our forgiveness. We aren’t even good enough to 
repent in perfect sincerity ourselves. Instead, it took the very Word of God on the cross to declare, “it is finished” your 
sins are paid for, you are free, to create the faith in our hearts that moves us to repentance. Like Paul, we are all sinners 
in need of Jesus and like Paul, we all have been given faith to trust His words of gospel for our hypocritical and sinful life. 
To Him be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
Your Servant, Pastor Scheele 
 
Council News 
▣ Pastor announced that a Youth Confirmation class 
with 4 participants has tentatively been organized, to 
start in the Fall.   
▣ There will be the annual election of Officers in 
November, and a Nominating Committee is being 
formed to solicit candidates.  If you are asked to run for 
election, please give this some serious, prayerful 
thought.  Trinity cannot operate without dedicated 
officers.   
▣ The Council is investigating ways to reduce our 
electric billing cost without curtailing service. 
▣ The District Board of Directors has finally approved 
our amended Constitution and Bylaws which we 
adopted on May 15, 2022. 
 
Church Office  
   The church office is running low on printer toner and 
legal sized (8 1/2" x 14") white paper to get us through 
the rest of the year.  If you would like to donate items 
or contribute to the office supply fund, we will make 
good use of it! Thanks! 
    
Elders 
   The current Elders can be reached at the numbers 
below: 
   Bryan Baumgartner (Head) 970-562-4701       
   Burt Ramsey   970-565-3086 
   Jerry Wittwer   970-560-2554 
   Marty Ruggles   970-565-4049 
   Chris Crowley   435-459-1348 

 
Treasurer Report 
   Thanks to all who have been able to increase their 
giving over the past few months!  Trinity is starting to 
reduce the difference between our income for 2022 to 
date and our expenses for 2022 to date.  By the end of 
August, our deficit for the year has dropped by 
$1312.62, and stands at $10,855.55. Our energy costs, 
mainly electricity, continue to be higher than ever 
before, but we hope to see this cost begin to drop as 
the temperatures start to fall this month.  
   Since you’ve heard quite a bit about Trinity’s budget in 
the past few months, you might be interested in how 
we develop an annual budget for the church.  In 
September and October, the Treasurer meets with 2 or 
3 other members to develop a draft budget for the next 
year. You could call this a crystal ball process where we 
draw on records from the past several years, try to 
project income based on membership trends, look at 
expected increases, look at the expenses of the current 
year, and look for economies.  Uncontrollable changes 
in the financial world, like inflation, are very hard to 
forecast, as are the costs of a new piece of equipment 
or system, and the loss of members. Much more 
important than the crystal ball, however, is the Lord’s 
input, which we ask for and confidently expect as we 
work through the numbers. The Council will appoint the 
budget committee soon.  If you are interested and have 
some experience with finances (household or business), 
please email me at trinitychurchtreasurer@gmail.com 
or put a note in my box at church. Most importantly, 
pray that Trinity continues to use the gifts God has 
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given us as He wants us to, and that, through us, His will 
is done here. 
 
Trustee Report 
Church Council boards have been encouraged to limit 
spending to 80% of the budgeted amount in their area 
of responsibility.   So far this year (which is about 66% 
past), the trustees have spent about 18% of their 
original $4,000 budget.  These cash costs are mostly for 
materials only to preserve church operations  
Trustees reported on mostly routine work done since 
the last regular council meeting, including: 

• Make Key cards. 

• Contact and get competitive quote from H&S 

Tree Service. 

• Prepare for a voters meeting (held 8-21-22) to 

request advice and money for 2 fairly large 

projects, tree removal and furnace replacement 

in Fellowship Hall basement. 

• Playground repairs for the Preschool. 

• Repair a number of toys and play items for 

Preschool. 

• Repair and replace broken handle on school 

bus. 

• Repair equipment for Preschool office and 

classrooms.  

• Repairs in bathrooms for Preschool 

   The Head Trustee presented a spreadsheet detailing 
the church’s Empire Electrical Coop bills for the past 2 
years, with a recommendation to change from “Time of 
Use” billing to “All Energy” billing in order to reduce 
electrical costs at the church, if possible.  The duly 
authorized officers of the church will contact Empire 
Electric in an effort to accomplish this. 
   Trinity is on the schedule for an approximate date of  
Sept 25th to get the trees on church property trimmed.  
The contractor (Canopy Tree Specialists) has quoted 
$5,400 for this.  Voters approved a maximum of $7,000 
to be spent (to account for unforeseen circumstances) 
for this effort on 8-21-22. 
   Trinity awaits a firm quote from the vendor for the 
cost to replace an old furnace in the basement of 
Fellowship Hall.  Cost has been estimated at $5,000 to 
$6,000, which includes installation.  Voters approved a 
maximum of $10,000 to be spent (to account for 
unforeseen circumstances) for this effort on 8-21-22. 
   The 2022 Trustees are: 
     Dave Sperling  
     Brian Rose 
      Kyle Riddell 
      Dale Cumpton 
    Jimmy Feltman   
 
Trinity Lutheran Preschool 
   The preschool is asking for donations of cash for the 
coming school year. If you would like to shop for them, 
they can always use toilet paper and paper towels. Any 
brand is fine. Donations can be dropped off at the 
Preschool or the Church Office.  
 

LWML 
The 2022 Four Corners Zone Rally is being hosted by 
Trinity Lutheran Ruth Guild on September 24, 2022, from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The registration fee is $12.00. 
Please RSVP to Sharon Woodard at 970-565-3052 before 
September 14th. Breakfast and a light lunch will be 
served. Please plan to attend and meet other gals from 
our district. 
   
Fellowship 
   Please sign up for Sunday Fellowship time on the sign-
up sheet in the Kitchen.  Please talk to Tom Burnison if 
you have more questions.  
 
Altar Flowers   
    If you would like to sponsor altar flowers in the name 
of anyone, the sign up sheet is on the wall to the right of 
the front door. The donation fee for these flowers is $25. 
That can be dropped into the collection plate on Sunday 
with the words “Altar Flowers” in the Memo line of a 
check or an envelope marked with Altar Flowers.  
 

 
These may be subject to change depending on Colorado 

Coronavirus guidelines.  
Dates to Remember 

Sept 11, 2022 – Worship Service @ 9 a.m. 
Sept 11, 2022 – Bible Class @ 10:45 a.m. 
Sept 14, 2022 – Sew ‘n’ Sews @ 9 a.m. 
Sept 18, 2022 – Worship Service @ 9 a.m. 
Sept 18, 2022 – Bible Class @ 10:45 a.m. 
Sept 18, 2022 – Youth Group @ 6 p.m. 
Sept 24, 2022 – Men’s Bible Study @ 7:30 a.m. 
Sept 24, 2022 – LWML Zone Rally @ 9 a.m. 
Sept 25, 2022 – Worship Service @ 9 a.m. 
Sept 25, 2022 – Bible Class @ 10:45 a.m. 
Sept 28, 2022 – Sew ‘n’ Sews @ 9 a.m. 
Oct 2, 2022 – Worship Service @ 9 a.m. 
Oct 2, 2022 – Bible Class @ 10:45 a.m. 
 

 
LCMS Bits 
   You may be looking for a way to make a big difference 
to help further our mission. If you are 70½ or older you 
may also be interested in a way to lower the income 
and taxes from your IRA withdrawals. An IRA charitable 
rollover is a way you can help continue our work and 
benefit this year.  
https://giftplanning.lcms.org/?pageID=158 
   The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s Office of 
National Mission (ONM) is offering the new Spanish 
hymnal, Himnario Luterano, to LCMS member 
congregations for $10 each — a discount of $20 per 
hymnal. A church can order up to 24 hymnals, in sets of 
eight. This special price will only be offered while 
supplies last.  
https://files.lcms.org/file/preview/Himnario-Luterano? 
 
 
 

 

Newsletter and Website 
You can sign up for the monthly newsletter by sending your e-mail to Shar @ shortstuff1950@gmail.com.     
The Trinity website is also current with Church information and Calendar. If you would like to post something on the 
website you can contact Shar as well. The website is www.trinitylutheranchurchcortez.com 
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