
[LW V 46, p 161] On War Against the Turk 
To the serene, highborn prince and lord, Philip, landgrave of Hesse, count of Katzenellenbogen, Ziegenhain, and Nidda, 
my gracious lord. Grace and peace in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior. 
… for the past five years certain persons have been begging me to write about war against the Turks, and to arouse and 
encourage our people. Now that the Turk is actually approaching, even my friends are urging me to do this, especially 
since there are some stupid preachers among us Germans (as I am sorry to hear) who are making the people believe that 
we ought not and must not fight against the Turks. Some are even so foolish as to say that it is not proper for Christians to 
bear the temporal sword or to be rulers. … Therefore it is necessary for me to write about these things for my own sake 
and that of the gospel to defend ourselves; [V 46, p 162] … I must write so that innocent consciences may no longer be 
deceived by these slanderers and made suspicious of me or my doctrine, and so they may not be deceived into believing 
that we must not fight against the Turks. I have thought it best to publish this little book under the name of Your Grace, a 
famous and powerful prince, so that it may be better received and more diligently read. … Your Grace’s devoted, Martin 
Luther; Wittenberg, October 9, 15281 

…[V 46, p 175] In this connection the people should be told about the Turk’s dissolute life and ways so that they 
may the better feel the need of prayer. To be sure, it has often disgusted me, and still does,   [V 46, p 176]  that neither our 
great lords nor our scholars have taken any pains to give us any certain knowledge about the life of the Turks in the two 
estates, spiritual and temporal; and yet the Turk has come so near to us. It is said that the Turks, too, have chapters and 
monasteries. Some, indeed, have invented outrageous lies about the Turks to incite us Germans against them, but there is 
no need for lies; there is enough truth. I will tell my dear Christians a few things, so far as I know the real truth, so that 
they may the better be moved and stirred to pray earnestly against the enemy of Christ our Lord. 

I have some parts of Mohammed’s Koran which in German might be called a book of sermons or doctrines of the 
kind that we call pope’s decretals. When I have time I must translate it into German so that everyone may see what a foul 
and shameful book it is. 

In the first place, he greatly praises Christ and Mary as being the only ones without sin, and yet he believes 
nothing more of Christ than that he is a holy prophet, like Jeremiah or Jonah, and denies that he is God’s Son and true 
God. Furthermore, he does not believe that Christ is the Savior of the world who died for our sins, but that he preached to 
his own time and completed his work before his death, just like any other prophet. 

On the other hand, Mohammed highly exalts and praises himself and boasts that he has talked with God and the 
angels, and that since Christ’s office of prophet is now complete, he has been commanded to bring the world to his faith, 
and if the world is not willing, to compel it or punish it with the sword; there is much glorification of the sword in it. 
Therefore the Turks think that their [V 46, p 177] Mohammed is much higher and greater than Christ, for the office of 
Christ has come to an end and Mohammed’s office is still in force. 

From this anyone can easily see that Mohammed is a destroyer of our Lord Christ and his kingdom, and if anyone 
denies the articles concerning Christ, that he is God’s Son, that he died for us and still lives and reigns at the right hand of 
God, what has he left of Christ? Father, Son, Holy Ghost, baptism, the sacrament, gospel, faith, and all Christian doctrine 
and life are gone, and instead of Christ only Mohammed with his doctrine of works and especially of the sword is left. 
That is the chief doctrine of the Turkish faith in which all abominations, all errors, all devils are piled up in one heap. 

And yet the world acts as though it were snowing pupils of the Turkish faith, for it is extraordinarily pleasing to 
reason that Christ is not God, as the Jews, too, believe, and especially is reason pleased with the thought that men are to 
rule and bear the sword and get ahead in the world. The devil is behind that. Thus the Turk’s faith is a patchwork of 
Jewish, Christian, and heathen beliefs. He gets his praise of Christ, Mary, the apostles, and other saints from the 
Christians. From the Jews he gets abstinence from wine and fasting at certain times of the year, washing like the Nazirites 
[Num. 6:1–21], and eating off the ground. And the Turks perform the same holy works as some of our monks and hope 
for everlasting life at the Judgment Day, for, holy people that they are, they believe in the resurrection of the dead, though 
few of the papists believe in it. 

What pious Christian heart would not be horrified at this enemy of Christ when he sees that the Turk allows no 
article of our faith to stand, except the single one about the resurrection of the dead? Then Christ is no redeemer, savior, or 
king; there is no forgiveness of sins, no grace, no Holy Ghost. Why should I say [V 46, p 178] more? In the article that 
Christ is beneath Mohammed, and less than he, everything is destroyed. Who would not rather be dead than live under 
such a government, where he must say nothing about his Christ, and hear and see such blasphemy and abomination 
against him? Yet this article takes such a powerful hold when the Turk wins a land that people even submit to it willingly. 
Therefore let everyone pray who can that this abomination not become lord over us and that we not be punished with this 
terrible rod of God’s anger. 

In the second place, the Turk’s Koran or creed teaches him to destroy not only the Christian faith, but also the 
whole temporal government. His Mohammed, as has been said, commands that ruling is to be done by the sword, and in 
his Koran the sword is the commonest and noblest work. Thus the Turk is really nothing but a murderer or highwayman, 
as his deeds show before men’s eyes.2 … 
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