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Luke 13:22–30 21 August 2022 
“The Narrow Door” Trinity Lutheran Church, Cortez, CO 
11th Sunday after Pentecost Pastor Luke Scheele 

Grace to you and peace from God, our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. Dear 
brothers and sisters in Christ:  
 
In our Gospel text for today, as Jesus heads to Jerusalem to be crucified for the sins of the 
world. He’s asked the question. “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” (Lk 13:23). 
 
[The Harsh Reality of Jesus’ Narrow Door] 

This is at the point where you want to hear Jesus proclaim in a loud voice that “No 
there will be many, many, people joining with us in the Kingdom of Heaven.” But that's 
not what He says, instead, He turns the question around and it's no longer about other 
people, but it's directed at the person asking the question. 

24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter 
and will not be able. (Lk 13:24). 

 
“Many will seek but will not be able,” that's not exactly describing the highway to heaven 
that we might want. Right?  

It's not a giant causeway.  
It's not even a broad open thoroughfare.  
You know, if it was really up to me, why is there a door at all? Why is there a gate? 
Why is there a wall? Why not just be an open field, just walk right on in?  

 
That would be what the world wants us to say. 

That it doesn't matter what you do or what you believe in.  Just walk on up. 
Whether you believe in Buddha or Confucius or maybe Americanism… Just 
walk on up you can do it.  

 
But that's not what Jesus says, instead not only does He say that it's a door but it's a 
“narrow door.”  

“Really, why does it have to be a narrow door, Jesus, why can't we just have 
these wide open spaces?” 

 
Another time Jesus tells his disciples, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” (Jn 14:6). There is no other way to the Father 
except through Jesus. There is no other way to God's Kingdom except through Jesus, the 
narrow door, and then Jesus continues by saying… 

24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter 
and will not be able. 25 When once the master of the house has risen and shut the 
door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open 
to us,’ then he will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from. (Lk 13:24–
25). 



 2 

It's interesting that we have Jesus telling us both to “strive to enter through the narrow 
door,” and yet it's also Jesus who has opened the door for us. Strive to enter before the 
Master of the House comes and closes it. 
 
[Strive – It’s a competition] 
 
When we think about this word, “strive,” I don't want you to be confused by the English 
side of this. This is a word that actually has competition connotations. This is the striving 
of an athlete, the striving of a runner, or the striving of a sports team in order to stay on the 
path of winning. 
 

My wife, last night, had an opportunity to watch her Cardinals baseball, and as 
many of you might know the Cardinals tend to be an end-of-the-season team. And 
so, they've been striving all season to get to where they are now. And last night was 
a good example of what you can do if you keep striving, as they won 16-7 against 
the Diamondbacks. 
 
Other teams and other sports fans are all trying to strive against them but they're 
striving to keep winning. They're striving to go through that narrow door of the 
playoffs. Striving to go to the world series.  
 
The same thing can be said for us.  

We have to strive against ourselves, as we try to go after every shiny thing 
that comes across our path.  
We have to strive against the world, that tries to entice us with whispers of 
fame or riches or pleasure.  
We have to strive against the Devil, who disguises all things to sound like 
things we should do or that we should focus on.  
 
But Jesus tells us no, and instead, “strive to enter through the narrow door,” 
don't keep missing the mark and bouncing against the wall. 

 
[Don’t keep running into the wall – be like a Robo Vac] 
 
Within the last year (or maybe it's only been only six months), we found, on sale at 
Walmart, a robot vacuum (it's actually a Shark vacuum). It has an interesting algorithm 
where it will go and do perfectly straight lines, not just bounce randomly. And when it 
eventually encounters a wall, it inevitably will bounce on the wall, back up, turn, and then 
try again. In fact, when it's mapping out the room it will bounce against the wall all-the-
way-around the entirety of the room, or in our case the entirety of the basement, as it 
strives to find the door. As it strives to enter through something that is not, yet again, 
another wall. 
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Imagine how successful it would be if it just kept bouncing against the same place 
on the same wall.  

It wouldn't be very successful, not only in getting into the next room but it 
also wouldn’t even be successful in fulfilling its purpose of cleaning the 
room. But it doesn't do that, instead, it strives to enter through the narrow 
door. In fact, we've given it very narrow doors as we put up child gates to 
keep the dog from chewing on furniture and other things. Yet, still it strives to 
get through those narrow doors. 

 
[First/Last, Last/First – Those who don’t strive, because they don’t admit they have a 
problem] 
 
But Jesus doesn't just finish with striving to go through the door. At the end of His parable, 
He then says, “the first will be last and the last will be first.” In other words, “those who 
don't strive because they don't even admit they have a problem are not going to go through 
the narrow door.”  
 

Maybe that's you. 
Maybe that's me.  
Think about it. If you don't admit that something is a sin, then you're just bouncing 
your head against the same place in the wall, not even realizing that you're bouncing 
your head against the same place in the wall. 
 

The Pharisees and the Sadducees, of Jesus’s day, were doing that exact thing. 
They were striving very much, by creating rules upon rules and laws upon 
laws, to make sure that they could enter through the Gateway of Heaven. And 
yet, the entire time not realizing that they were simply positioning themselves 
just to the side of the door. Bouncing their head continually off the same 
place, not trusting in God and his promises but instead trusting in their works, 
in their own merit. Thinking that they could earn salvation.  
 
Maybe it's not that obscure. Maybe it's the sin of pornography or the sin of 
trusting in money or the sin of thinking that you can do something that only 
God can do. 

 
If you don't even admit that there's a problem, then your striving is in 
vain. God calls you, in repentance, to turn around, back to His Word. 
Back to Him. He’s calling from the doorway, “come to me all you who 
labor and thirst, I am the way, the truth, and the life. Come through the 
narrow door. Trust in me.” 
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When God calls us to Himself. When we hear His call. The striving is 
simple. Because by focusing on God, by turning to Him in repentance, 
by admitting that we have a problem, a problem called sin. Then it's 
simple to get through that door.  

 
Imagine what it'd be like if He shuts it. Instead, Jesus is holding the door open, begging 
you… calling you… to, in repentance, remember your baptism. Come back to His word. 
Come back to trust in His works. Because He knows that when the Father closes the door, 
all the striving, won't account for anything. All the repenting, won't account for anything. 
Because at your death, or at Jesus’s second coming, the door to Heaven will be closed and 
you don't know when that will be. 
 
[We’re not alone when confronted with the harsh reality of Jesus’ Narrow Door] 
 
We're not alone in this either. In fact, on Pentecost Sunday, when the disciples were 
proclaiming the words of the Holy Spirit to the crowds that were surrounding them. They 
also heard the harsh reality of Jesus’s narrow door. 

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the 
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, 
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the 
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom 
the Lord our God calls to himself.” (Ac 2:37–39). 

 
Jesus calls us to repent and enter through the narrow door of salvation before it is shut.  

He calls us to remember our Baptism.  
He calls us to daily drown our old sinful ways, to repent of them. 
He calls us to strive against those sinful ways, against our sinful self, against the 
world, and even against the devil, as they try to entice us and turn us away from 
faith in Jesus and the narrow door of salvation.  
 
Jesus calls us because He loves us and wants us to understand that only through 
Him, that only through faith and trust in His promises, in His forgiveness, and in His 
death and resurrection can we be saved.  

He knows that the door of salvation soon will be shut, and He doesn’t want 
any of us to be lost outside, weeping and scared as we are cut off from God.  

 
It is time to hear Jesus’ call, to turn away from the sins leading you away from the narrow 
door, and to recline and rest at the heavenly banquet God has prepared for you! Amen. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


