
Ancient Church Christological Heresies1 
 

Heresy Major Proponents Summary 
APOLLINARIANISM Apollinarius Christ had no human spirit. The Logos replaced it. 
NESTORIANISM Nestorius The Logos indwelt the person of Jesus, making Christ a 

God-bearing man rather than the God-Man. Affirmed 
merely mechanical rather than organic union of the 
person of Christ. 

EUTYCHIANISM Eutyches The human nature of Christ was absorbed by the Logos. 
MONOPHYSITISM Severus 

Julian of Halicarnassus 
Stephanus Niobes 

Christ had one nature (unwilling to accept impersonal 
human nature of Christ] 

MONOTHELITISM Theodore of Arabia 
Sergius 
Cyrus of Alexandria 

Christ had no human will, just the one divine will. 

 
 

Chalcedonian formula    –    Council of Chalcedon, 451 A.D. 
(Orthodox Confession about Jesus Christ) 

 
“Following, therefore, the holy fathers, we confess one and the same Son, who is our Lord Jesus Christ, and we 
all agree in teaching that this very same Son is complete in his deity and complete—the very same—in his 
humanity, truly God and truly a human being, this very same one being composed of rational soul and a body, 
co-essential with the Father as to his deity, and co-essential with us—the very same one—as to his humanity, 
being like us in every respect apart from sin. As to his deity, he was born from the Father before the ages, but as 
to his humanity, the very same one was born in the last days from the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, for our 
sake and the sake of our salvation: one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only Begotten, acknowledged to be 
unconfusedly, unalterably, undividedly, inseparably in two natures, since the difference of the natures is not 
destroyed because of the union, but on the contrary, the character of each nature is preserved and comes 
together in one person and one hypostasis, not divided or torn into two persons but one and the same Son and 
only-begotten God, Logos, Lord Jesus Christ—just as in earlier times the prophets and also the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself taught us about Him, and the symbol of our Fathers transmitted to us.2 
 
 

The Pelagian Controversy3 
 

Position Major Proponents Summary 
PELAGIANISM Pelagius 

Julian of Eclanum 
Coelestius 

Man is born essentially good and capable of doing what is 
necessary for salvation. 

AUGUSTINIANISM Augustine of Hippo Man is dead in sin; salvation is totally by the grace of God, 
which is given only to the elect. 

SEMI-PELAGIANISM John Cassian The grace of God and the will of man work together in 
salvation, in which man must take the initiative. 

SEMI-AUGUSTINIANISM Caesarius of Arles The grace of God comes to all, enabling a person to choose 
and perform what is necessary for salvation. 

 

 
1 These notes are taken from Chronological & Background Charts of Church History by Robert C. Walton (chart 16) 
2 Bingham, D. J. (2002). Pocket History of the Church (p. 53). IVP Academic. 
3 These notes are taken from Chronological & Background Charts of Church History by Robert C. Walton (chart 17) 


