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15-29 May 2022 Chapter 13 

Verse of the Day: 
20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, 
by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us 

that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 (Hebrews 13:20-21) 

 
Review: Who, What, When, Where, & Why?  
 
What’s Going On Here  

We sometimes take the easy way out and live our Christianity within the walls of our own lives, homes, 
and churches. Things often seem more comfortable and less demanding there. But we are tempted to neglect 
some of the points of the Christian life that will give a firm, strong witness to those outside the church. 

The writer to the Hebrews recognized that we exhibit our Christianity to the world about us by the way 
we live our lives in the church and in the world. He first speaks about the way we act toward one another. Next 
he gives advice about living our married or single lives and speaks to our fascination with riches and 
possessions. Finally, he discusses our respect for and love to our leaders in the Lord. 

Without a doubt, Christians throughout the ages have struggled with living life in a way that honors our 
Lord. The writer here encourages us to continue the struggle with confidence in Christ and to make our faith in 
Him obvious by our service in His church. 

What our Lord Jesus commands, He also enables. We know that in His grace He will give us the 
strength to be a community of people who display His character. That’s a tough assignment! But, as we 
undertake this, we can be certain that He will empower us to live up to the example He has set for us. We dare 
not rely on our own wisdom, for in our weak- ness we would fail. We must look to Jesus! We must rely on 
Jesus! He will give us all we need!1 

 
Sacrifices Pleasing to God 
13 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality 
to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 
3 Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, 
and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. 4 Let 
marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be 
undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. 
5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what 
you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 
6 So we can confidently say,  
 “The Lord is my helper;  
  I will not fear;  
 what can man do to me?”  
7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not 
be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the 

v1: philoxenia (Greek): a compound 
Greek word, literally philos/eo 
(friendly/brotherly love) and xenos 
(stranger/foreigner), or in other words 
“friendly love to strangers.” (c.f. 
Genesis 18:1–8) 
 
v3-4: If we are all in the body, what 
does that imply for sins against the 
body? (c.f. 1 Cor 6:15-20) 
 
 
 
v5-6: c.f. Lk 12:22–24 & Ps 23 
 
v8: c.f. Malachi 3:1; Psalm 102:25–28; 
Numbers 23:19 

 
1 Kramin, Howard (1997). God’s Word for Today: Hebrews (p. 102-103). St. Louis: Concordia Pub. House. Reproducible by 
purchaser only. 
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heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not 
benefited those devoted to them. 10 We have an altar from which 
those who serve the tent have no right to eat. 11 For the bodies of 
those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high 
priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. 12 So Jesus 
also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through 
his own blood. 13 Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and 
bear the reproach he endured. 14 For here we have no lasting city, but 
we seek the city that is to come. 15 Through him then let us 
continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 
lips that acknowledge his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to 
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  
17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch 
over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them 
do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no 
advantage to you.  
18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, 
desiring to act honorably in all things. 19 I urge you the more 
earnestly to do this in order that I may be restored to you the sooner.  
 
Benediction 
20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the 
eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you may do 
his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 
Final Greetings 
22 I appeal to you, brothers, bear with my word of exhortation, for I 
have written to you briefly. 23 You should know that our brother 
Timothy has been released, with whom I shall see you if he comes 
soon. 24 Greet all your leaders and all the saints. Those who come 
from Italy send you greetings. 25 Grace be with all of you. 

v9: c.f. Galatians 1:6–9 
 
 
v13: Outside the camp was considered 
the wilderness a place where society 
and community doesn’t exist. That is 
the level of sacrifice God calls us to in 
order to demonstrate our commitment 
to Him. 
 
v14: c.f. Revelation 21:1–7 
 
v16: Pleasing to God, and to your 
neighbor’s benefit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v20-21: 2KR 

 

 

Now may the God of peace who 
brought again from the dead our 

Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 
sheep, by the blood of the eternal 

covenant, equip you with everything 
good that you may do his will 

(Hebrews 13:20-21a) 


