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13 February 2022 Chapter 9:1-14 

Verse of the Day: 
He entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats 

and calves but by means of his own blood 
 (Hebrews 9:12) 

 
Review: Who, What, When, Where, & Why?  
 
What’s Going On Here 

The Hebrew lifestyle contained a lot that was exciting and attractive to the senses. Their ancient place of 
worship was portable and was carried through the wilderness until the vessels and articles used in worship 
found a permanent home in the temple. When that temple was dedicated and all things were permanently in 
place, a continued ritual was begun. The regulations for the priests to follow were clear and precise. Rules were 
followed to the letter. A training program was begun for young members of the tribe of Levi who would serve 
before the altar of the Lord. The temple had to be in proper order, and sacrifices had to be offered correctly. The 
priests would enter regularly into the outer room to carry out their ministry. Morning and evening sacrifices 
were offered. Once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest would enter the Most Holy Place and 
sprinkle blood on and before the ark of the covenant. … 

The first-century Hebrew Christians certainly missed the rituals, the temple worship, and all the 
celebration that accompanied their daily and yearly rites. At times they would long for the old, the familiar, the 
tangible, and the concrete objects with which they had grown up. 

We can understand those people. We, too, have erected our shrines for worship that easily can become 
shrines to worship. … Ritual, choirs, organs, special music, and singing hold a high priority in the minds of the 
members as they want to celebrate the goodness of the Lord. Sometimes undue emphasis is placed on the 
building and the ritual carried on inside it. 

This session affirms that our primary emphasis must continually be on the Christ who offered one 
sacrifice for all time in order to bring all people to God. We need to guard against the tendency to believe that 
somehow we can add to that sacrifice or that the ritual we use is more important than its object. We need to 
place our emphasis on Jesus, and thus bring glory to Him. 1 
 
The Earthly Holy Place 
9 Now even the first covenant had regulations for 
worship and an earthly place of holiness. 2 For a tent was 
prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand 
and the table and the bread of the Presence. It is called 
the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a second 
section called the Most Holy Place, 4 having the golden 
altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all 
sides with gold, in which was a golden urn holding the 
manna, and Aaron’s staff that budded, and the tablets of 
the covenant. 5 Above it were the cherubim of glory 
overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot 
now speak in detail.  

 
v1: c.f. Hebrews 7:18–22 & 8:6-7 
 
v2: Interactive Infographics from the Faithlife 
Study Bible2 
 
 
 
v5: mercy seat: hilasterion (Greek) – place of 
propitiation / forgiveness; c.f. Leviticus 16:2 – 
kapporet (Hebrew) cover over; atonement; the 
place where sin was covered (smeared) 
over/atoned 

 
1 Kramin, Howard (1997). God’s Word for Today: Hebrews (p. 65-66). St. Louis: Concordia Pub. House. Reproducible by purchaser only. 
2 https://ref.ly/logosres/interactive:fsb-infographics?pos=index.html%3fkey%3dUniverse 
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6 These preparations having thus been made, the priests 
go regularly into the first section, performing their ritual 
duties, 7 but into the second only the high priest goes, and 
he but once a year, and not without taking blood, which 
he offers for himself and for the unintentional sins of the 
people. 8 By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way 
into the holy places is not yet opened as long as the first 
section is still standing 9 (which is symbolic for the 
present age). According to this arrangement, gifts and 
sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience 
of the worshiper, 10 but deal only with food and drink and 
various washings, regulations for the body imposed until 
the time of reformation. 
  
Redemption Through the Blood of Christ 
11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good 
things that have come, then through the greater and more 
perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) 12 he entered once for all into the holy places, 
not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by 
means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal 
redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the 
sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, 
sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much 
more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 
 

 
 
 
 
v1-10: Thinking through the portable design of the 
Tabernacle and the physical layers of separation 
between the Holy and the regular as well as the 
limitations of these practices (v8-10), why would 
the people assume a more permanent setup (c.f. 2 
Samuel 7:1–17) was always the future plan? 
 
 
 
 
 
v11: c.f. 2 Samuel 7:11b-16, How does Christ 
become the final fulfillment of this prophecy both 
as priest and as king? 
 
 
 
 
 
v7, 13-14: Blood – dam (Hebrew) (c.f. Adam, 
Adamah, Genesis 4:8–11; Leviticus 17:11; & 
Hebrews 9:22) 

 

 

 


