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06 February 2022 Chapter 8 

Verse of the Day: 
Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better 

 (Hebrews 8:6) 
 
Review: Who, What, When, Where, & Why?  
 
What’s Going On Here 

Under the old covenant the people desiring to be cleansed of their sins counted on the blood that poured 
from the veins of animals onto the altar as the high priest offered sacrifice for sins. But the effect was never 
final. The priests again and again had to offer the blood of those creatures slain for the sins of the people. And 
neither the priest nor the sacrifice was perfect. However, this covenant did point forward to the new one to 
come— the covenant made through the blood of the new High Priest, Jesus. 

The new covenant with its new priesthood did not require a succession of priests. The old ceremonies 
were made null and void. Now people could live by grace alone and not by works of the Law. In addition, the 
new covenant would and does free people and allows them …[to live] in the power of their High Priest, Jesus. 
This new arrangement is God’s covenant of grace, based on none other than Jesus Christ. 

What does this mean for you and me? First and foremost, it means we are living under a better—
perfect—arrangement of God for His people. We are not waiting for a time when we might enter a new 
arrangement. We do not depend on models, examples, types, or representations of the real thing. We live in the 
reality of the present. Christ is real! He has come! He has brought God’s new arrangement to us. Therefore, we 
can look forward to a glorious future with Jesus in heaven. Until then, in the present time, we live with the 
glorious assurances of the new covenant— assurances that can thrill us! It’s a new and wonderful arrangement!1 

 
 
Jesus, High Priest of a Better 
Covenant 
8 Now the point in what we are saying is 
this: we have such a high priest, one who 
is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the 
holy places, in the true tent that the Lord 
set up, not man. 3 For every high priest is 
appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; 
thus it is necessary for this priest also to 
have something to offer. 4 Now if he were 
on earth, he would not be a priest at all, 
since there are priests who offer gifts 
according to the law. 5 They serve a copy 
and shadow of the heavenly things. For 
when Moses was about to erect the tent, 
he was instructed by God, saying, “See 
that you make everything according to 
the pattern that was shown you on the 

 
 
 
 
v1: greatness, preeminence, majesty, used only of God;  
 
v2: What is the true tent that was set up by the Lord? 
 
 
 
 
v5: What does he mean by a copy and a shadow? 
 
 
 
v5: c.f. Exodus 25:8–9, why did they need to make these things? 
 
 
 

 
1 Kramin, Howard (1997). God’s Word for Today: Hebrews (p. 56-57). St. Louis: Concordia Pub. House. Reproducible by purchaser only. 
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mountain.” 6 But as it is, Christ has 
obtained a ministry that is as much more 
excellent than the old as the covenant he 
mediates is better, since it is enacted on 
better promises. 7 For if that first 
covenant had been faultless, there would 
have been no occasion to look for a 
second.  
8 For he finds fault with them when he 
says:  

“Behold, the days are coming, 
declares the Lord,  

when I will establish a new 
covenant with the house of 
Israel  

and with the house of Judah,  
9 not like the covenant that I made 

with their fathers  
on the day when I took them by 

the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt.  

For they did not continue in my 
covenant,  

and so I showed no concern for 
them, declares the Lord.  

10 For this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel  

after those days, declares the 
Lord:  

I will put my laws into their minds,  
and write them on their hearts,  

and I will be their God,  
and they shall be my people.  

11 And they shall not teach, each one 
his neighbor  

and each one his brother, saying, 
‘Know the Lord,’  

for they shall all know me,  
from the least of them to the 

greatest.  
12 For I will be merciful toward their 

iniquities,  
and I will remember their sins no 

more.”  
13 In speaking of a new covenant, he 
makes the first one obsolete. And what is 
becoming obsolete and growing old is 
ready to vanish away. 
 

 
v6: c.f. Hebrews 7:18–22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v8-12: c.f. Jeremiah 31:31–34  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v11: How is this verse true now, but will have a greater fulfillment 
later? (c.f. John 14:5–11) 
 
 
 
v8-12: What gifts does God promise in His grace? 
 
 
 
v13: obsolete: old and worn out, unlike the tech world 
 

 
 

 


