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23 January 2022 Chapter 6:13-7:10 

Verse of the Day: 
We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a 
hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, 

where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having 
become a high priest forever after the order of 

Melchizedek.  (Hebrews 6:19-20) 
 
Review: Who, What, When, Where, & Why?  
 
What’s Going On Here 
The writer to the Hebrews showed a very real concern for 
the spiritual lives of his readers. His thoughts  

are penetrating! In this section of the book he deals 
with three areas: immaturity, carelessness, and doubt. But 
he does this with a spirit of encouragement, not despair! 

We see reminders all about us that one day God will 
call this whole universe to a halt. At that time He will take 
every believer in Christ to a new, glorious home. While we 
await that day, God gives us a mission to fulfill— to bring 
His Gospel to the whole world. Through Word and 
Sacrament God prepares us for that task. 

In today’s lesson you will read some words from God about growing toward maturity, overcoming 
carelessness, and relieving doubts. Perhaps God will use this lesson as a springboard to launch you into a whole 
new aspect of the Christian life! Ask Him to bless your study.1 

 
 
The Certainty of God’s Promise 
13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, 
since he had no one greater by whom to 
swear, he swore by himself, 14 saying, “Surely 
I will bless you and multiply you.” 15 And thus 
Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained 
the promise. 16 For people swear by something 
greater than themselves, and in all their 
disputes an oath is final for confirmation. 
17 So when God desired to show more 
convincingly to the heirs of the promise the 
unchangeable character of his purpose, he 
guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that by two 
unchangeable things, in which it is impossible 
for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge 
might have strong encouragement to hold fast 
to the hope set before us. 19 We have this as a 

v13: c.f. Genesis 22:1–18 
 
v15: Abraham waited 25 years for God to fulfill his promise 
of Isaac 
 
v16: In a society fixated by individual rights what has that left 
us to swear by today? (c.f. Matthew 23:16–22 & 5:33–37) 
How successful are these promises? 
 
 
 
v18: reality itself is defined by what God says, e.g., “Let there 
be light.” How do these examples (v17 & 18) give us “strong 
encouragement?” 
 
 
 

 
1 Kramin, Howard (1997). God’s Word for Today: Hebrews (p. 40). St. Louis: Concordia Pub. House. Reproducible by purchaser only. 
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sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope 
that enters into the inner place behind the 
curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a 
forerunner on our behalf, having become a 
high priest forever after the order of 
Melchizedek.  
 
The Priestly Order of Melchizedek 
7 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest 
of the Most High God, met Abraham 
returning from the slaughter of the kings and 
blessed him, 2 and to him Abraham 
apportioned a tenth part of everything. He is 
first, by translation of his name, king of 
righteousness, and then he is also king of 
Salem, that is, king of peace. 3 He is without 
father or mother or genealogy, having neither 
beginning of days nor end of life, but 
resembling the Son of God he continues a 
priest forever.  
4 See how great this man was to whom 
Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the 
spoils! 5 And those descendants of Levi who 
receive the priestly office have a 
commandment in the law to take tithes from 
the people, that is, from their brothers, though 
these also are descended from Abraham. 6 But 
this man who does not have his descent from 
them received tithes from Abraham and 
blessed him who had the promises. 7 It is 
beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by 
the superior. 8 In the one case tithes are 
received by mortal men, but in the other case, 
by one of whom it is testified that he lives. 
9 One might even say that Levi himself, who 
receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, 
10 for he was still in the loins of his ancestor 
when Melchizedek met him. 
 

v20: The Holy of Holies could only be entered into by the 
High Priest and even him, only once a year (Leviticus 16:1-3 
& 29–34). Knowing this, what does the author of Hebrews 
imply both about Jesus and about us in vs19-20? 
 
 
 
 
Ch 7:1-10 – references the story found in Gen 14 (esp 14:17-
20) & Psalm 110:4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v3: His actions in the Biblical narrative and the way he is 
treated are used by the author of Hebrews to illustrate a larger 
symbolic tie to Christ, that does not mean this real historical 
person was without father or mother, etc… 
 

Luther: “It is true that Melchizedek is mentioned in 
this passage very abruptly. Moses simply states that he 
was the king of Salem; but he does not mention his 
family, the time at Which he began to rule, or those 
who succeeded him in the kingdom. The Epistle to the 
Hebrews is right in applying this to the eternal 
kingdom of Christ. 
On the basis of the general conviction of the Hebrews 
it is assumed that this Melchizedek is Noah’s son 
Shem. Even though not much depends on whether 
their [Nicholas of Lyra’s] conviction is right or wrong, 
I gladly agree with their opinion; for the computation 
of the times based on the historical accounts proves 
not only that Shem was living at that time, but that he 
even survived Abraham, and that he died not long 
before Jacob’s entry into Egypt.”2 

 
 

 
2 Luther, M. (1999). Luther’s works, vol. 2: Lectures on Genesis: Chapters 6-14 (J. J. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald, & H. T. Lehmann, Eds.; Vol. 2, pp. 
381–382). Concordia Publishing House. 


