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16 January 2022 Chapter 5:11-6:12 

Verse of the Day: 
Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity (Hebrews 6:1a) 

 
Review: Who, What, When, Where, & Why?  
 
What’s Going On Here 

The writer to the Hebrews showed a very real 
concern for the spiritual lives of his readers. His 
thoughts are penetrating! In this section of the book he 
deals with three areas: immaturity, carelessness, and 
doubt. But he does this with a spirit of encouragement, 
not despair! 

We see reminders all about us that one day 
God will call this whole universe to a halt. At that time 
He will take every believer in Christ to a new, glorious 
home. While we await that day, God gives us a 
mission to fulfill— to bring His Gospel to the whole 
world. Through Word and Sacrament God prepares us 
for that task. 

In today’s lesson you will read some words 
from God about growing toward maturity, overcoming 
carelessness, and relieving doubts. Perhaps God will 
use this lesson as a springboard to launch you into a 
whole new aspect of the Christian life! Ask Him to 
bless your study.1 

 
 
Warning Against Apostasy 
11 About this we have much to say, 
and it is hard to explain, since you 
have become dull of hearing. 12 For 
though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach 
you again the basic principles of the 
oracles of God. You need milk, not 
solid food, 13 for everyone who lives 
on milk is unskilled in the word of 
righteousness, since he is a child. 
14 But solid food is for the mature, for 
those who have their powers of 
discernment trained by constant 
practice to distinguish good from 
evil. 

 
v11 & 6:12: nothros – seems to also imply a sense of slowness due to 
being sleepy or a lack of awareness that comes with being active in 
something. 
 
 
 
 
v13-14: How do we move from milk to solid food as humans and how 
do we do it as Christians? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Kramin, Howard (1997). God’s Word for Today: Hebrews (p. 40). St. Louis: Concordia Pub. House. Reproducible by purchaser only. 



 2 

6 Therefore let us leave the 
elementary doctrine of Christ and go 
on to maturity, not laying again a 
foundation of repentance from dead 
works and of faith toward God, 2 and 
of instruction about washings, the 
laying on of hands, the resurrection 
of the dead, and eternal judgment. 
3 And this we will do if God permits. 
4 For it is impossible, in the case of 
those who have once been 
enlightened, who have tasted the 
heavenly gift, and have shared in the 
Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the 
goodness of the word of God and the 
powers of the age to come, 6 and then 
have fallen away, to restore them 
again to repentance, since they are 
crucifying once again the Son of God 
to their own harm and holding him up 
to contempt. 7 For land that has drunk 
the rain that often falls on it, and 
produces a crop useful to those for 
whose sake it is cultivated, receives a 
blessing from God. 8 But if it bears 
thorns and thistles, it is worthless and 
near to being cursed, and its end is to 
be burned.  
9 Though we speak in this way, yet in 
your case, beloved, we feel sure of 
better things—things that belong to 
salvation. 10 For God is not unjust so 
as to overlook your work and the love 
that you have shown for his name in 
serving the saints, as you still do. 
11 And we desire each one of you to 
show the same earnestness to have 
the full assurance of hope until the 
end, 12 so that you may not be 
sluggish, but imitators of those who 
through faith and patience inherit the 
promises. 
 

v1: leave not abandon. You can’t thrive in a house with only a 
foundation, you have to actual build upon the foundation. 
 
Elementary doctrine of Christ = more literally “first words of Christ” 
 
v1: As the first of the author’s list of “elementary doctrine” how 
would you describe what “repentance from dead works,” refers to? 
 
 
 
hint: “The six catechetical topics mentioned in 6:1b–2 cover the life of 
faith from three points of view: the precondition for it, initiation into it 
by Baptism, and its eschatological goal.”2 
 
v4: literally “powerless” 
 
v4-6: There is no 2nd Baptism, just repentance and a return to your 
existing Baptismal faith. 
 
v6: could be understood to imply that “With man this is impossible, 
but with God all things are possible.” (Mt 19:26). Or that it is 
impossible while they remain “fallen away” in unbelief (Mt 12:31–
32). 
 
 
 
 
 
v9: Heed the warning, yet take comfort in the fact that if you fear your 
weak faith or are ashamed of your sins, then you have NOT “fallen 
away” (v6). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v11: good works serve as a sign of your faith (James 2:17–18, 26) 

 

 
2 Kleinig, J. W. (2017). Hebrews (C. P. Giese, Ed.; p. 278). Concordia Publishing House. 


