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19 December 2021 Chapter 4:14-5:10 

Verse of the Day: 
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 

in time of need. (Hebrews 4:16) 
 
Review: Who, What, When, Where, & Why?  
 
What's Going on Here? (starting at 4:14) 

Each Christian is a priest, having open, direct access through Christ to the throne of God. We need no 
other intermediary than Christ, the sole intercessor for all who call upon Him in faith. Christ is our heavenly 
representative. He understands us. He sympathizes with us. He feels for us. He is for us! He lives permanently 
in the heavens! He has entered the “holy of holies” before us and has prepared our entrance into it. 

Before we get “neck deep” into the study of the great High Priest in the order of Melchizedek, let’s take 
a while to savor our exalted position before the throne of God. We need not be afraid. The way is opened by 
Christ, the Fulfillment of Faith, who lives to grant us rich supply of all that we need. We can pray to Him. We 
can ask Him. We indeed need Him. So, don’t be afraid. Come to Him!  

The Israelites thought it was dangerous to approach God. They remembered Sinai with its clouds and 
smoke and thunder. They recalled that after Moses had been in God’s presence, his face was too bright to look 
at. On rare occasions God had spoken to special people. Others had to bring a sacrifice when they wished to 
approach God. They looked for a high priest to take that offering to the altar of God so that it might be 
acceptable to the Lord of the universe.1 
 
Jesus the Great High Priest 
14 Since then we have a great high priest who 
has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  

What is the main purpose of a priest? (c.f. 5:1) 
 
 
v14: confession – homologia – saying the same thing; 
 

What is the “confession” of this Letter to the Hebrews (c.f. Hebrews 2:17–3:2; 10:19–23)? 
 
 

How does this compare with the “confession” of the reformation (c.f. Apology IV)? 
 
 
 

[75] First, we think that even the opponents will admit that in justification the forgiveness of sins is necessary, for 
we are all are under sin. Given this, we argue as follows: [76] To obtain the forgiveness of sins is to be justified 
… [77] We obtain the forgiveness of sins only by faith in Christ, not through love, nor on account of love or 
works, although love follows faith. [78] Therefore we are justified by faith alone, justification being understood as 
the making of a righteous person out of an unrighteous one or as regeneration. … 
[82] Second, it is certain that sins are forgiven on account of Christ, the atoning sacrifice, according to Romans 
3[:25*]: “… whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement …” Moreover, Paul adds: “effective through 
faith.” Thus, this atoning sacrifice benefits us when by faith we grasp the mercy promised in him and set it against 
the wrath and judgment of God. Hebrews 4[:14–16*] was written with the same meaning: “Since, then, we have a 
great high priest … let us approach with confidence.” For it urges us to approach God, not with confidence in our 
own merits, but with confidence in Christ the high priest. Therefore it requires faith.2 

 
1 Kramin, Howard (1997). God’s Word for Today: Hebrews (p. 31). St. Louis: Concordia Pub. House. Reproducible by purchaser only. 
2 Kolb, R., Wengert, T. J., & Arand, C. P. (2000). The Book of Concord: the confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (p. 133-134). (Ap: art. 
iv, par. 75-82). Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press. 
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15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without 
sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the 
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.  
5 For every high priest chosen from among men is 
appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, 
to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal 
gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he 
himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because of this he 
is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as 
he does for those of the people. 4 And no one takes 
this honor for himself, but only when called by God, 
just as Aaron was.  
5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a 
high priest, but was appointed by him who said to 
him,  
 “You are my Son,  

today I have begotten you”;  
6 as he says also in another place,  
 “You are a priest forever,  

after the order of Melchizedek.”  
7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who 
was able to save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he 
learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And 
being made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation to all who obey him, 10 being designated by 
God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

v15: c.f. James 1:12–15 
 
v16: throne of grace vs mercy seat (c.f. Lev 16) 

v16:  Mercy is NOT getting what we deserve 
 Grace is getting what we DON’T deserve 
 
v5 & 6: c.f. Psalm 110 & Genesis 14:17–24 
 
 
v7: c.f. John 17 
 
v9: “having been made perfect” or “having been 
brought to completion” à perfection not in the sense 
of physical excellence or sinlessness, but in the Latin 
sense of “bringing someone to completion, so that he 
reached the goal that had been set for him.”3 

 

 

 
3 Kleinig, J. W. (2017). Hebrews. (C. P. Giese, Ed.) (p. 145). Saint Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 


