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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Luke Scheele, Pastor 303-332-8971 

Helping Today: Marty Ruggles (Elder); Penny Stevens (Organist) 
 

Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church, and to the blessings, comfort and peace of Christ. 
As we gather, we prepare our hearts for the worship and praise of our Lord and Savior by 

remembering what the Scriptures say: “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house 

of the Lord!’ ” Psalm 122:1 and “One thing have I asked of the Lord…that I may dwell in the 

house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in 

his temple.” Psalm 27:4 
 

To join us on your phone or online, you just need to connect to the 9 am Teleconference, OR at 

6 pm go to our YouTube page.  

• Teleconference Dial-in number: (425) 436-6358;    Access code: 367780#  

o https://join.freeconferencecall.com/trinitylccortez 

• YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuFKUC8G4JUuIaffzm4aMwA  
 

TO OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS: 

Within this church let no one feel a stranger. We ask you to sign our guest register, located in the 

entrance hallway. If you get the chance, before or after the worship service, Pastor Scheele would 

love to talk with you to find out how he might serve you. Whether you are looking for a new 

church home, or are passing through Cortez from time to time, we invite you to join Trinity 

Lutheran in worshipping our Lord Jesus Christ as often as you can. New member classes are open 

to all and cover the basics of the Christian faith. Please get in touch with Pastor Scheele for the 

next available class. 
 

TITHES AND OFFERING: 

The offering plates are in the Narthex to allow you to put your offering in the plate as you enter 

or exit the building without having to “pass the plate” across social distancing guides. If you are 

worshiping from home, please mail your check or work with Carol Sperling to set up electronic 

transfers. 
 

The Lord Sets Up His Tent Among Us 
As We Gather 

One custom of the Advent and Christmas season in years gone by was the setting aside for a 

period of days of a room in the house as a special place that would be seen again on 

Christmas Eve, when it was revealed to the family, having been beautifully decorated. There 

was a palpable sense of wonder to the Christmas room. It was a fitting place for the 

celebration of the Savior’s coming to earth as Emmanuel in His birth at Bethlehem. 

Emmanuel means “God with us.” The presence of Jesus among us makes every room in 

every Christian home a special place. It also blesses this space where we bring our prayers 

and praise to Him in this holy season. 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/trinitylccortez
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuFKUC8G4JUuIaffzm4aMwA
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PREPARATION 

As the hymn is sung, the candles on the Advent wreath and the altar are lighted. 
Series Hymn: O Great I Am, Almighty Word 

 

 

 
Text: © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Advent License no. 110000661; Tune: © 2021 Concordia Publishing 

House. Used by permission: CPH Advent License no. 110000661 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 124:8 

P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P In this season of penitence and reflection, let us think of our unworthiness and confess 

before God that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, asking for His merciful 

forgiveness. 

C God Almighty, have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to life everlasting. 

Amen 
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P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son, 

our Emmanuel, to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

Salutation 

P The Lord be with you.   C And also with you. 
 

Opening Collect 

P Let us pray. Almighty Father, by the advent of Your Son into the world, the kingdom of 

heaven now is open to all who believe in Him. Grant us Your Holy Spirit so that we 

may believe in Him with our whole heart and serve Him in our daily lives, so that when 

He comes again in glory, we may, by Your mercy, be gathered into His eternal courts 

with all the faithful. This we ask in His blessed name. 

C Amen. 

P The theme for our Advent services in this season is “Symbols of Salvation: Foretelling 

Christ’s Birth.” That wondrous birth has been portrayed beautifully in the “winged 

words” of poets and hymnwriters. Together, we sing some of those words in our next 

hymn. 
  

Hymn: 810 O God of God, O Light of Light sts. 1–3 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 

WORD 
 

First Reading Exodus 40:17–21, 34–38 
17In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was 

erected. 18Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its 

poles, and raised up its pillars. 19And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the 

covering of the tent over it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 20He took the testimony and 

put it into the ark, and put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 21And 

he brought the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen, and screened the ark 

of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. . . . 

 34Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the 

tabernacle. 35And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled 

on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36Throughout all their journeys, 

whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 
37But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 
38For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the 

sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God. 

  

Psalm Psalm 66:1–9; antiphon: v. 1-2a 

P  1Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

C   2sing the glory of his name; 

P  give to him glorious praise!  

  3Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 

C   So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you. 

P  4All the earth worships you 

C   and sings praises to you; 

   they sing praises to your name.” 
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P  5Come and see what God has done: 

C   he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man. 

P  6He turned the sea into dry land; 

C   they passed through the river on foot. 

P  There did we rejoice in him, 

C   7who rules by his might forever, 

P  whose eyes keep watch on the nations— 

C   let not the rebellious exalt themselves. 

P  8Bless our God, O peoples; 

C   let the sound of his praise be heard, 

P  9who has kept our soul among the living 

C   and has not let our feet slip. 

  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  1Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

C   2sing the glory of his name. 
  

Second Reading  Philippians 1:2–11 
 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for you 

all making my prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day 

until now. 6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 

completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this way about you all, 

because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my 

imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, 

how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your love 

may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may approve 

what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God. 
  

Verse Daniel 7:13–14 

P I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a 

son of man, and He came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. 

C And to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 

nations, and languages should serve Him; 

P His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 

C and His kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 
  

Holy Gospel John 1:14–18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about him, and 

cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he 

was before me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the 

law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever 

seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Catechism The Second Article 

P When someone asks what you believe about Jesus, you can respond by saying… 
C [I believe] in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 

true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and 

condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 

power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and 

with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him 

in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is 

most certainly true. 
 

Children's Church 
Children are invited to go downstairs at this time. The teacher of the day will meet them 

in the Narthex & will bring them back up when Children's Church is finished. 
 

Hymn: 346 When All the World Was Cursed 
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Tune: Public domain; Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000661 

 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of Prayer: 772 In Holy Conversation 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain; Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000661 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Almighty God…. that Christ may be exalted as head over all. 

C We beseech You to hear us, good Lord. 

P We pray for Your people here and everywhere… God with us. 

C We beseech You to hear us, good Lord. 

P We pray for the nations of the earth… true desire for peace and love of concord. 

C We beseech You to hear us, good Lord. 

P We pray for all our schools… the fountain of all wisdom. 

C We beseech You to hear us, good Lord. 

P We pray for all in sickness and distress… increase of health throughout the world. 

C We beseech You to hear us, good Lord. 

P And in this season of reflection…This we ask in the name and for the sake of Jesus, our 

Emmanuel. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Offering & Offertory Hymn: 350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Hymn: 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. ref, 4 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Advent Antiphon 

P O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, You open and no one can close, You 

close and no one can open: 

C Come and rescue the prisoners who are in darkness and the shadow of death. 
 

Hymn: 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. ref, 5 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Prayer 

P Let us pray.  

C O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen 

and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and 

our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your mercy, grant us a safe lodging and a holy 

rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
  

Blessing 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you 

and keep you.      C Amen. 
 

Hymn: 348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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SPECIAL PRAYERS: Baby Asher & Family (Shar Short’s friend) Marsha Ashburn (Chris 

Crowley’s aunt), Lolita Aulston, Martin Braunlich (Josh Chittick’s Uncle), Terri Blackwell 

(Lowell & Mary Lou Volk’s daughter), Ed Bonds, Howard Burdg (Nicci Crowley’s Grandpa), 

Bonnie Hayes (Mike Merkley’s sister), Jerry Henneman, Trudy Hooyman, Monica Keller 

(Nicci’s Crowley’s brother-in-law’s mom), Mary Mahaffey, Max (Sara McCabe’s grandson’s 

friend), Beth McCabe, Paul McCall (Renee Johnson’s Dad), Carmen Miller, John Moralez 

(Nikki Boyd’s father), Brooke Picray (Roland & Connie Walter’s granddaughter), Kylee 

Pontine (friend of Penny Steven’s granddaughter), Shirlie Schlotfelt, Ron Selah, Clark 

Spalsbury (Bruce Schulz’s Friend), Scott Spindler (Katrina Baumgartner’s friend), Bill 

Witthans, and the family and friends of Jill Brodhagen-Robinson (Gary Brodhagen’s cousin), 

Velma Carlson, Joey Chavez, Tiffany Fenton and Pastor Gary Thur who died this past 

month. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Choir and Bible Study follow the Service. Choir meets immediately after worship in the 

Sanctuary; Bible Study starts at 10:45 am in the Sanctuary.  
 

VOLUNTEER to serve your family in Christ! Help with Children’s Church (please talk to 

Nicci Crowley); Help provide Altar Flowers by signing up in the Narthex & donating $25 

(labeled for Flowers). 
 

Support our Hospital: The Ministerial Alliance is providing desserts for the Hospital Christmas 

dinner and we would like Church members to help supply homemade baked goods that can be 

individually packaged for the health and convenience of the hospital staff. Please put your baked 

goods on the table next to the Church Office on Dec 21st. 
 

Sweet Desserts for the Bridge: The Bridge Shelter is requesting desserts starting in January. 

They need enough for 30-40 people on the 3rd Friday of the month, from Jan-April. If you are 

interested in helping contact Carol Sperling. 
 

This Week at Trinity:  Prayer Group – Wednesday at 7:30 am; Sanctuary 

  Sew ‘n’ Sews – Wednesday at 9 am; Ruth Guild Room 

  Midweek Advent Service – Wednesday at 7pm; Sanctuary 
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