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01 August 2021 Chapter 15:1-28 

Verse of the Day: 
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and 
by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 

 (1 Corinthians 15:1–2) 
 
Review: Who, What, When, Where, Why? 
 
What's Going On Here? 
From problems of disunity (chapters 1-4), immorality (chapters 5-6), the use of Christian freedom (chapters 7-
10), and public worship (chapters 11-14), Paul turns his attention in chapter 15 to a new subject on which the 
Corinthians need instruction-the doctrine of the resurrection. He lays the foundation for his discussion by first 
establishing the resurrection of Jesus Christ as attested by the Old Testament and living witnesses of New 
Testament times. In two sections (1 Corinthians 15:12-19, 29-34), he dwells on absurdities that follow from 
denial of the resurrection of the dead. He bases belief in the resurrection on Christ's conquest of death as 
proclaimed by His resurrection and exaltation…1 
 
 

The Resurrection of Christ 
15 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the 

gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, 2 and by which you are being 
saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 
you—unless you believed in vain.  

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received: that Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one 
time, most of whom are still alive, though some 
have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one 
untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am 
the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, 
I worked harder than any of them, though it was 
not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 
11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and 
so you believed. 

v1: euangelion 
v2: How does Paul use the words “hold fast” and 
“believed” in relation to the gospel? 
 
 
 
v1-5: Paul reminds the Corinthians of the Gospel he had 
preached to them. What are the main points of the Gospel 
as stated in these verses? (Bonus: What do these points 
remind you of?) 
 
 
 
v3: What Scriptures is Paul referring to? 
 
v5-8: Why do you think the testimony of eyewitnesses 
would be important in establishing that Jesus had risen 
from death (c.f. Dt 19:15)? 
 
 
 
v9-10: How do these verses help to explain what Paul 
means by "grace"? 
 
 

                                                        
1 Engfehr, Lois M. (1997). God’s Word for Today: 1 Corinthians (p. 68). St. Louis: Concordia Pub. House. Reproducible by purchaser 
only. © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. 
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The Resurrection of the Dead 
12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the 
dead, how can some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has 
been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, 
then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in 
vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting 
God, because we testified about God that he raised 
Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the 
dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, 
not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ 
has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are 
still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have 
fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ 
we have hope in this life only, we are of all people 
most to be pitied. 

 
v11 & 12 – kerysso: proclaim, announce, herald 
 
v15: What happens to a herald who misrepresents his 
master? 
 
v17: remember the test (Dt 18:21–22) for if a prophet is 
from God… 
 
v17: consider what it would mean to believe in Jesus, but 
not in the resurrection, would that still be a saving faith? 
 
 
v18: contrasted with Hades (c.f. Acts 17:32) 
 
v19: compare to “eat drink & be merry…” 
 
 

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come 
also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam 
all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, 
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 
24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father after destroying every 
rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must 
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For 
“God has put all things in subjection under his 
feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in 
subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put 
all things in subjection under him. 28 When all 
things are subjected to him, then the Son himself 
will also be subjected to him who put all things in 
subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 

v20: perfect tense 
 
v21: by God came life à by a man came death à by a 
man who is God came life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v24-26: Describe these events in chronological order? 
 
 
 
v26: Now and Not Yet 

 


